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DECEMBER 2021OUR HOME BY THE OTAGO HARBOUR

Want to help our little community be an even better place to live? 

JOIN  PORTOBELLO COMMUNITY INC! 
We are looking for keen community-minded people to keep this long-standing group  

active and vibrant. Some of our wonderful projects have included: 

Everyone is welcome, but we’d be especially grateful for folks with the following skills: 

We meet 7:30pm on the third Tuesday of each month at Portobello Coronation Hall 
(Next meeting—18 January) 

Can’t make the meetings but still keen to help? No worries!  Contact us at pbocomm.inc@gmail.com

• Heritage walk  
• Bluestone kerbing, 

period streetlights, and 
flower boxes in the 
village centre 

• Seasonal Market Days 
• Paddock Pursuit 
• Local clean-up days 
• “Pirate Ship Playground” 

at Latham Park 

• Major fundraising for the 
Jetty 

• Installing a Defibrillator 
• This newsletter 
• and more!

• Graphic design 
• Social media whizzes 
• Grant writing/fundraising 

• Carpentry/handyman 
• Event planning 
• Showing up & helping

mailto:pbocomm.inc@gmail.com
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Kia ora koutou, 

What a busy year it has been! With everything that has 
happened over 2021, you may be feeling the same way I do: 
thankful that it's almost Christmas! Even in Portobello Inc, 
we have experienced our share of changes. Our most recent 
AGM saw a lot of long-term members retire and newer 
members step into committee roles. 

One of the outcomes of these changes has been our new 
newsletter layout. We are so lucky that Brenda and Wayne 
have kept it going over the years. We are lucky that we have 
retained the dedicated volunteers who place hard-copies in 
mail boxes. However, you can also sign up on our website if 
you are interested in receiving a copy in your email to keep 
up-to-date on what Portobello Inc. is up to and what's been 
happening in and around Parihaumia. 

Due to the uncertainty around COVID-19, we sadly decided 
to cancel our most recent Market Day. Fortunately, we plan 
to have our Summer Market Day early next year under the 
new traffic light system (lockdown-permitting). 

The Alexander McMillan Trust recently approved $15,000 
for the Pump Track. Well done to Portobello Inc. member 
Dan Parker for all of his hard work applying for this grant 
and a special mention has to go to Kitty Brown for her 
assistance. Make sure you drop in to our next meeting if 

you are interested in helping out with the Pump Track 
Project or even if you just want to hear updates. 

It was with sadness that we discovered that our local 
Peninsula Playcentre was being closed for good. Like me, a 
lot of people were surprised to learn about the closure and 
we hope to give the Playcentre a send off at the beginning of 
next year. If you have any photographs you would like to 
share, please email them to pbocomm.inc@gmail.com with 
a caption so they can be included in our next newsletter. 

Lastly, I would like to wish everyone a Meri Kirihimete and 
all the best going into the new year.  

Kā Mihi, 

Stacey,  
Your Benevolent Ruler

Portobello Community Inc. Update

portobello community 
inc. 

President  
Stacey Kokaua 

Treasurer 
Amy McFadzien 

Secretary 
Michael Lascarides 

Newsletter Editors 
Michael Lascarides & Laura Shepard 

Committee 
Sandra Clearwater, Ruth Seeney, Richard 

Steentjes, Dan Parker, Geoff  Sheridan, Lynne 
Sheridan, Craig Newton, Jamie Ledbetter

Give the Peninsula Community the perfect gift 
this Christmas by donating to the Peninsula 

Pump Track Givealittle fundraising page. Any 
donation, big or small, counts towards our 

goal of making a world-class, all ages & stages, 
all wheels pump track on the Peninsula.  

http://portobello.org.nz
https://portobello.org.nz/contact-us/
mailto:pbocomm.inc@gmail.com
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/portobello-domain-pump-track
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Well, summer has finally arrived and we begin the sudden 
march towards Christmas and the holidays. It’s been 
another busy year for the Community Board, but also a 
disjointed one due to the influence of 
Covid 19. As we prepare for Christmas 
and holidays there is still some 
lingering doubt of what to expect with 
the potential of the Delta variant 
arriving on our doorsteps. The 
introduction of vaccination passports 
has also added a new unknown 
territory into the community 
landscape. I can only hope that we as a 
community are prepared and willing to 
help one another as we have done over 
the last two years when it arrives. I 
certainly know my New Year’s 
resolution this year will be more of a 
wish that we can escape from this 
stalking virus and its disruption to our 
lives. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
Community Board member Cheryl 
Neill has taken up the public transport  cudgels and has 
been tirelessly seeking an extra bus for our school age 
commuters, especially for the after-school service. At 
present the ORC are costing the option and I’m hopeful that 
with further pressure from the Board we can get this across 
the line for the community. 

PENINSULA CONNECTION 
Portobello—The work continues at Portobello on the 
pathway and recreation area which should be largely 
finished before Christmas. Some of you may have noticed 
that the poles for the boardwalk in front 
of the hall have recently been driven. 
Stage two, which includes the 
roundabout, will begin next year along 
with the remaining widening work. 

Broad Bay—The Fletcher House section 
tender has closed and we’ll be looking at 
work starting early next year until about 
April. There will be some disruption to 
traffic while that work is completed, but 
it will be great to get this over the line  
and finished. 

Broad Bay Sinkhole—Word from the 
Council is that the area will be returned to two-way  traffic 
over the holiday period. Repairs will be undertaken in early 

2022 while the Sandpiper Fletcher House work is done at 
the same time. It makes sense financially and from a traffic  
management perspective. The Council have indicated that 

the problem is a collapsed stormwater 
pipe 8 metres below the road, so it’s not 
an easy fix. On a positive, they have 
reassured the Board that the “Great 
Wall of Broad Bay” is not structurally 
compromised. 

ANNUAL PLAN 2022 
It doesn’t seem that long ago that the 
Community Board were canvassing the 
community for the 2021 Long Term 
Plans for both the City and Regional 
Councils. I can’t stress enough how 
important it is for residents to get out of 
the local government fire and take 
control of the frying pan. It’s critical for 
people to speak up and say what they 
need in their community. Next year the 
Board will be doing just that, but we’ll 
also be encouraging people to speak up 
for themselves and their neighbours. 

NEWS IN BRIEF  
• Still awaiting the additional bins between Company Bay 

and Portobello due to supply issues.   
• Port Otago has continued to work at Te Rauone building 

the groynes and will take a  short break during the sea 
lion breeding season as one of its resource consent  
conditions.   

• The road through Broad Bay should be resealed before 
Christmas.   

• The Glenfalloch jetty upgrade has been completed. 

Facebook—Please take the opportunity 
to use it if you can and share information 
with your  friends, neighbours and 
whānau: https://www.facebook.com/
pencomboard/  

If you have any issues that you would like 
to raise or discuss please don’t hesitate to 
contact  myself or your local Board 
member. We are here to help you and only 
a phone call away. Be  patient and kind 
with your whānau and take care of your 
friends and neighbours in the  
community.   

—Paul Pope, Otago Peninsula Community Board Chairman  
paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz (03) 478 0630 or 027 466 8446

Otago Peninsula Community Board

https://www.facebook.com/pencomboard/
https://www.facebook.com/pencomboard/
https://www.facebook.com/pencomboard/
mailto:paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz
http://portobello.org.nz
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Portobello Police Station

Term 4 has been an exciting time of learning at Portobello 
School. The term got off to a busy start with our school 
participating in the  Ōtākou STEAM cluster Journey to 
Mars exhibition at the Otago Polytechnic in October. This 
was closely followed by our whole school Parihaumia group 
performing to our school community at Coronation Hall. 
Two performances were held so that everyone could attend 
and the performance was shared 
on our school Facebook page. We 
were so pleased we could perform 
live for our whānau and friends.  

In October classes enjoyed 
participating in cricket coaching with cricket specialists. In 
late November we held a school athletics day due to the 
cancellation of the Peninsula Athletic Sports. The weather 
was marvellous and students enjoyed participating in 
discus, hurdles, long jump, high jump, water relays and tug-
of-war. A highlight for many was children competing 
against adults in tug-of-war. It was great to see parents and 
grandparents supporting this day under covid guidelines. 
Our school was very very lucky to be invited to visit 
Larnach’s Castle as part of the 150th celebrations. We 
enjoyed a castle tour followed by scones with jam and 
cream in the ballroom. We then travelled to Okia reserve 
and walked to Victory Beach and the Pyramids. Our final 
activity outside the classroom for the year will be a local 
Beach Education Day at the Portobello Jetty. This is a great 
opportunity to provide local beach education to our 
students so they know how to stay safe in our local waters. 

Our senior students enjoyed two fabulous camps. Year 7 
and 8 students took part in some awesome camp 
experiences in and around Te Anau. Highlights included a 
day trip to Milford Sound where students took a cruise on 
Milford Sound out to the Tasman Sea, a trip to the glow 
worms, playing disc golf, visiting the transport museum 
and the bird park and walking to Moturau Hut on the 
Kepler Track for an overnight stay. 

Year 5 and 6 students enjoyed a great camp at Waihola. 
Highlights included a day walk on the Millenium Track, 
mountain boarding, bubble balls, air rifle shooting, archery 
tag and disc golf. While the seniors were at camp, Junior 
Whānau and Room 3 children took part in a range of 
activities including a pyjama day, a teddy bears picnic and 
seagull decoy painting. 

Our berry garden created by the 
Peninsula Lions is looking great. 
Children are looking forward to eating 
the berries. We are looking forward to 

fruit trees being planted by the Peninsula 
Lions at the entrance to our school. 

There are some changes ahead for our staff in 2022. 
Principal Mel Jewiss has been granted leave for 2 years to 
be a full time Kaihoe Matauraka for Māori Achievement 
Collaborative (MAC) supporting principals and schools to 
embrace Kaupapa Māori and lead their schools confidently 
and competently. Ruth Faulkner has been appointed Acting 
Principal during Mel’s absence. Mrs Candace Christensen 
will be on maternity leave for Terms 1, 2 and 3 and Mrs 
Margaret Fruean will teach in Junior Whānau during 
Candy’s absence. We wish Candy and her whānau all the 
best on the arrival of their new baby. 

After a very busy 2021 we are looking forward to some time 
with our whānau over the summer. We thank members of 
the wider Portobello community for your support of our 
school in 2021 and look forward to working with you again 
in 2022. 

To find out more about our great school or to organise a 
visit please contact our school office by phoning 478 0605 
or e-mail office@portobello.school.nz 

— Principal Mel Jewiss 

Portobello School

It’s nearly Christmas and what a year it has been again with 
lockdowns, restricted travel, and the likes. But again, we 
have got there, and I realise it has been hard for so many. As 
I write this the borders are about to reopen, and I am sure 
we will see an increase of people coming out our way over 
the summer/holiday period so I’m predicting our roads are 
going to get much busier. Keep up the mask wearing, 

scanning in and social distancing. It just seems like a 
normal thing to do now.  

As far as reported crime goes things have been pleasing 
since I wrote last. There have been a few confrontations 
between cyclists and vehicle drivers which doesn’t need to 

http://portobello.org.nz
mailto:office@portobello.school.nz
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happen if everyone is courteous and sticks to the road rules. 
More so, using some common sense goes a long way. 

A person or persons thought it would be fun to shoot a 
beautiful kererū in Bacon Street a couple of weeks ago. It 
was taken to the Wildlife Hospital but unfortunately wasn’t 
able to be saved. I shake my head at this type of behaviour 
and encourage anyone who may know anything about this 
to contact me.    

I’m still seeing some speeds that are 
higher than I would like to on our 
roads. As I look at the overall stats 
from this area which include the 
traffic guys from Dunedin coming out 
here, there have been far too many speeding tickets issued 
in the past few weeks. There is no excuse for speeding 
(although I’ve heard a heap of good tries in my time).   

Our reported traffic incidents and crashes are well down on 
previous years, and I would like to keep it that way. I have 
been noticing that some of our drivers do seem to think it’s 
ok to travel in the boot of the car in front of it—so close to 
the vehicle they are following, that there would be no way 
they could stop in time should they need to. Please keep a 
good distance between yourselves. If you want to travel that 
close maybe consider carpooling. This is Road Code 101.     

With Christmas and holidays on the horizon you can do a 
few things to keep you and your property safe. If you are 
heading away, get a neighbour to keep a watch over your 
property. Lock anything away that looks nice to thieves. Get 
your neighbour to clear your mailbox and give them your 

contact number. We as police see a spike in thefts around 
this time of year as some people are desperate and take 
advantage of others who have worked hard for their nice 
things.  

If you're attending parties, please arrange a safe way to get 
home. There will be a concerted and targeted effort from 
my side and some of my police friends in relation to making 

sure people aren’t making that poor 
decision to drive home after having a 
few. DON’T BE THAT PERSON.   

I have had a couple of reports around 
people shooting rabbits from their car 

whilst driving up roads and also people 
just walking onto properties to do some shooting. It goes 
without saying that shooting from a vehicle/public 
roadway is not good practice and if you want to do some 
rabbit maintenance then please get the property owners 
permission. You never know who is working on or around 
these areas at the time. The last thing we need is an 
avoidable tragedy.    

Just a reminder if something is happening now and is of 
urgency please call 111. If it is not an emergency and doesn’t 
need immediate attendance, then the 105 line is a good one 
to use. 

That’s all from me until the New Year. Please have a safe 
and wonderful Christmas break with your friends and 
whānau. Take care and Merry Christmas from me, Jo, and 
the boys.    

—Sr. Constable Aaron Smith

Can Appeal The normal annual can appeal has been 
cancelled due to COVID-19 so the Brigade has placed a bin 
at the station and will accept any 
donations for the  Food Bank (except 
perishable foods) from 1st December 
to 20th December. 

Christmas  It's that time of the year 
again and here are some reminders 
about keeping safe!  

Remember your christmas tree lights have been stored 
away in their box since last christmas so check the lights 

carefully before placing them on the tree. If any of the wires 
are frayed or broken, throw them out and buy new lights. 
Never leave the lights on overnight or when leaving the 

house.   

Facts Overloaded electrical circuits, faulty 
electrical equipment and misuse of 

electrical equipment are common causes of 
fire. Please check your driveway for 

overhanging branches where there could be an 
issue with emergency services getting access. 

— Chief Fire Officer Greg Dickson 

Portobello Volunteer Fire Brigade

http://portobello.org.nz
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It’s that time of year again! Eggs, eggs, and more eggs! The 
albatross have been busy and as we write this piece we have 
had 34 eggs laid in the colony so far with great viewing on 
tours! 

For those who have been following the ‘Royal Cam’ to see 
the albatross live from home you will now see the camera 
re-positioned to focus on a new couple for the season. Once 
again, we are looking forward to sharing nature's highs and 
lows with you in real time. 

Here at the Royal Albatross Centre we have also welcomed 
two new guides for the summer, Jordyn and Hannah. Make 
sure you give them a friendly wave when you visit next! 
Remember we offer 25% off guided tours and 20% off full 
priced gift shop items to our locals – great for Christmas 
shopping and summer activities!

Royal Albatross Colony  

The past few months have been a busier time for visitors to 
the island with four key events being held. Two Seaweed 
Workshops and Treasure Hunt ferry trips were held as part 
of the Wild Dunedin Wild Weekend Spring Edition in 
October. Thanks to Rachel McGregor, Port To Port 
Cruise and Wildlife Tours, and Wild Dunedin for 
introducing about 200 people to the island over three days. 

We took part in the Southern Heritage 
Trust's Ōtepoti Dunedin Heritage 
Festival with a talk on The History and 
Future of Quarantine Island's Married 
Quarters, and held a talk on the history of 
the island community by Peter Matheson 
and Meghan Hughes, 'Every city needs an 
island’, both in the Married Quarters 
building. We also celebrated the 
publication of 'Seaswept. Twelve Years in 
Quarantine', a book by Kathy Morrison, a 
much loved long-time island Keeper. If you 
would like to purchase a copy of Kathy's 
book you can contact 
secretary.quarantineisland@gmail.com or email Kathy 
directly at grannyisland@yahoo.co.nz Cost per book is $35 
plus $7 postage.  

Groups who have enjoyed some 'island time' and 
volunteering have included a team from the Otago 
Students Association, a Dunedin project management 
staff team from RCP, staff from the Otago Museum, East 
Taieri Church group, Musselburgh Church group, a 
weekend Women's Retreat, a weekend silent yoga retreat, 
Grant Braes Brownies, students studying programmes at 
the NZ Marine Studies Centre, Otago Polytechnic 
Foundation studies students, and a couple of family 

birthday celebrations. Bill Morris, documentary 
filmmaker, also paid a visit. 

Our most exciting visitors have been the 
kera wēra/orca siblings Danny and Prop 

who have visited three times over the past 
six weeks to enjoy the harbour offerings 

around Portobello, Kamautaurua, Rakiriri, 
and Port Chalmers much to the delight of 

the island Keeper and her whānau, Port 
To Port ferry passengers, Otago 
Peninsula residents, and a few lucky 

Community members on our way to the November 
Welcome Day! 

Thanks to all our volunteers and Community members for 
their efforts over the last few months. Mahi has included 

Quarantine Island/Kamau Taurua Community Inc.

http://portobello.org.nz
mailto:grannyisland@yahoo.co.nz
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moving our new water tank into position, and plumbing it 
in, releasing and mulching planted seedlings, building a 
compost, clearing and planting out the Community veggie 
garden, clearing and sorting wood outside the woolshed, 
clearing inside the wool shed ready for sheep shearing, 
putting out the ACOs (artificial cover objects) aka 'lizard 
hotels', and doing a skink survey, monitoring predator 
traps, weed control, a beach litter survey, and taking part in 
spring bird counts. 

We are grateful to the D.O.C. Community Fund and 
Trees That Count for funding native seedlings, 
Tomahawk Smaill's BeachCare Trust for donating 100 
native seedlings from their nursery stocks, and the D.C.C. 
Biodiversity Fund and Rotary Club of Dunedin for 
helping subsidise boat transfer costs for some of our 
volunteers. We are grateful for the support of Port Otago 
for installing rubbing strakes, two new piles and a ladder 
this month. Thanks also to Bill Boes for shearing our 
sheep. 

Many thanks also to Port-To-Port Cruises and Wildlife 
Tours, and East Coast Charters who have provided boat 
transfers to and from the island. 

Would you like to join our Volunteer Database? Complete 
our new Volunteer Form and here's the link to our 
Volunteer Information Sheet for some ideas of how you 
could help and what to expect. 

We would be keen to hear from anyone able to assist us 
with upgrading the resident Keeper's Cottage, to improve 
the comfort for our Keeper and her whānau.  

If you have knowledge or skills, or can assist us financially, 
we would love to hear from you. Please contact 
secretary.quarantineisland@gmail.com 

If you'd like to visit or stay on the island, as a family group, 
or group of friends, or for a retreat or workshop venue, see 
our website quarantineisland.org.nz for details.  

You can also subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter to learn 
about island news, events and opportunities, or join our 
Facebook Public Group Quarantine Island Kamau Taurua 
Community, or contact the Island Keeper (Resident 
Manager) on 03-478-0874 or email 
quarantineisland@gmail.com.  

If you haven't visited before, we host a Community 
Welcome Day on the last weekend of each month 
(dependent on COVID-19 restrictions). Just a short boat 
ride from Back Beach, Port Chalmers, or Portobello by 
arrangement. We organise the boat transport, so let us 
know in advance if you're coming. Details and registration 
forms for events are on our website. Keep an eye on our 
Facebook page too. 

Upcoming welcome days: 

• Saturday 29th January 2022 
• Saturday 26th February 2022 

There is something for everyone on QIKT. From relaxing 
and recharging in solitude and peaceful surroundings, to 
learning about Island history and ecology, volunteering, 
and experiencing what makes the Island so special.

http://portobello.org.nz
https://forms.gle/9w9mmsbsVKP99XaX6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJBTWQ2nF2AU_e9qST-qnzNYPR1262i6/view?usp=drivesdk
mailto:secretary.quarantineisland@gmail.com
http://quarantineisland.org.nz
mailto:quarantineisland@gmail.com
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Volunteers attending the regular working bees have now 
begun with the all important releasing of 
seedlings planted in previous years. It is 
disheartening to lose seedlings because they 
have become overgrown with grass, depriving 
the plant of light and competing for nutrition. 
Feel free to come along and give us a helping 
hand. Working bees will continue throughout 
December and January.  Meet at the end of 
Bacon Street in Turnbulls Bay, on any Tuesday 
or Sunday at 9.30am. 

The good news is that STOP has finally managed, through a 
series of small grants from the DCC, the Bendigo Valley 
Trust, the Aotearoa Gaming Trust and the Lion 
Foundation, to get the money for the fencing of the Second 
Tributary before the planting next year on the bare upper 

slopes (The “Future Forest Walk” loops through the First 
Tributary of the Catchment). 

Two Xmas presents that will also benefit 
STOP: 

•Purchase a tree. Unfortunately the cost of 
trees will have to rise to $16 each (or preferably 
$20 to include future releasing.) However it is 
still a very reasonable Xmas present for the 
person who has everything. Gift certificates 

are available. 

• $10 buys a copy of the Otago Peninsula Birds Field 
Guide, published by STOP. 

Contact: Email stopincsoc@gmail.com or text (only) Lala 
027 8756 020 

— Lala Frazer

Save The Otago Peninsula (STOP) Inc.

I am now two months into the job as the Community 
Coordinator for the Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group. I 
would like to summarise the highlights of the last two 
months. 

• Working with a fun and dedicated team of people that are 
passionate about working towards a possum free 
peninsula 

• Meeting residents in the community that are also 
passionate about protecting our native species and keen 
to participate in our eradication programme 

• Working in areas of native bush that are alive with the 
chorus of bird song 

• Meeting a titipounamu 
(rifleman) for the first time… 
beautiful little birds! 

• Being a part of a larger group 
(Predator Free Dunedin) and 
learning about the work that is 
going on with predator control in 
the city and surrounding rural areas 

I am currently planning and recording where gaps are 
within our residential areas and will work towards 
installing more traps at the beginning of 2022. 

To date the OPBG operations team and the community 
have trapped 20,847 possums. This is a wonderful 
community effort. 

— Paula Cross, Community Coordinator  

THE OTAGO PENINSULA BIODIVERSITY 
HUB 
Last year the empty Happy Hens building, which is owned 
by the DCC, was up for tender and was on offer as a space 
for a community project. Otago Peninsula Biodiversity 
Group applied for its use and was granted rights to use it as 

a work, meeting, and education 
centre for the enhancement of 
biodiversity on the Otago 
Peninsula. It was also proposed 
that the space can be used for 
meetings and education purposes 
for other environmental projects 
happening on the Peninsula. Since 

then, it has been under construction and designed to fit that 
purpose.  

The inside is now looking more inviting, and it’s become a 
comfortable workplace and meeting area. The Hub now has 

Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group

http://portobello.org.nz
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information posters on the walls so it’s all coming together. 
We are waiting on the outside to be re-clad which is 
programmed to happen in the new year and would like to 
have an official opening once it has been reclad.  

In the meantime, we have decided to have opening times 
for the public and you are welcome to pop in and visit when 
you see the open sign out. We would like to have more 
consistent times in the new year, which will be Wednesday 
and Saturday afternoons, beginning on the 12th of January. 

BIRD COUNTING FOR THE OTAGO 
PENINSULA BIODIVERSITY GROUP 

 

Hereweka Saddle 

For the past eleven years, we have looked forward to the 
annual OPBG bird counts.  These happen in September, 
October and November with two to three counts in each 
month. We prefer to do three a month. 

Bird counts are happening all over the Peninsula at this 
time and our transect is the Leith Walk/Hereweka Track.  
We start at Hoopers Inlet, where we 
count the wading birds and seabirds 
that hang out in the inlet. Then we 
head up the gravel road where we 
count those birds that feed in the 
paddocks. We then head into the 
native bush and up to the saddle 
overlooking Portobello, where there 
is an abundance of Mānuka and 
Kānuka trees. The transect finishes 
at the top of the Hereweka track at 
the gum trees. This transect has the most variety of birds 
on the Peninsula.   

We see Pied Oystercatcher, Paradise Duck, Kingfisher, 
Mallard Duck, Black Backed Gull, Harrier Hawk, all of the 
Finch family (Goldfinch, Chaffinch and Greenfinch), Yellow 

Hammer,  Pūkeko, Spur Winged Plover, Pīwakawaka 
(Fantail), Grey Warbler, Tūī, Korimako (Bellbird),  Kererū 
(Wood Pigeon), Waxeye/Silvereye, the common Sparrow, 
Dunnock, Blackbird, Starling, Skylark and Song Thrush. 
Occasionally we have seen Rifleman, Shining Cuckoo and 
Tomtit.   

The Black Backed Gulls tend to fly from Hoopers Inlet over 
the Hereweka Saddle and on to the Otago Harbour, always 
going the one way.  Lately we have seen Plover and Pūkeko 
chicks in the paddock. 

All transects are 1 km long, and we usually head out at 
8.30am when the birds are out and about and there is a 
great variety of singing in the valley. 

Bird life seems to be thriving thanks to the Biodiversity 
Group and their wonderful staff and volunteers who work 
to make the Peninsula possum-free. 

ECOSYSTEMS PHOTOGRAPHY PROJECT 
Ecologist Henrik Moller has launched a new photography 
project. A note from Henrik about the project: 

Kia ora koutou katoa 

I’ve finally managed to launch the Ecosystems Photography 
project that I have been developing over the past six months. 
If you are interested, please point your browser at 
www.ecosystemsphotography.com to get the gist. 

 Four friends and I have teamed up to create the site and to 
focus their lenses on sustainability issues.   It’s part 
environmental advocacy, part education and partly a social 
enterprise.  Any purchase of photographs will generate a 
$100 donation to a local organisation or project that is 
working to capture a sustainability gain or mitigate some 
threat. Sustainability commentaries are being attached to 
each photograph (about half of them are annotated so far).  
Visitors click on the photo to read the commentary and who 
the donation is intended for.  We hope that the photos will 
draw different people into sustainability conversations and 
bring a heightened emphatic and considered consideration 
to the discussion. 

 A blog about the project appeared today on Excio, a New 
Zealand online photographic community: https://
www.exciohub.io/post/sustainability-scientist-henrik-
molle-is-switching-from-stats-to-snaps-to-save-aotearoa.   

It’s been a mix of fun and frustration to set up the website.  
Now the challenge is learning how to work the social 
networks to build followers to generate the donations to the 
action groups.  If you are into Facebook, Instagram or 
Twitter, please consider linking to the Ecosystems 
Photography social media channels from the website. 

Cheers, Henrik  

http://www.ecosystemsphotography.com
https://www.exciohub.io/post/sustainability-scientist-henrik-molle-is-switching-from-stats-to-snaps-to-save-aotearoa
https://www.exciohub.io/post/sustainability-scientist-henrik-molle-is-switching-from-stats-to-snaps-to-save-aotearoa
https://www.exciohub.io/post/sustainability-scientist-henrik-molle-is-switching-from-stats-to-snaps-to-save-aotearoa
http://portobello.org.nz
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CFC ALERT! Keep an eye out this festive season for the 
distinctive brilliant red flowers and shamrock leaves of the 
Chilean Flame Creeper (CFC). You might see it flowering 
on road verges or at the edges of bush blocks while you’re 
out walking the dog. It’s an invasive climbing perennial fine 
stemmed vine. It climbs into the canopy of our native bush 
where it blocks light and smothers and kills trees. Very 
hardy and extremely difficult to kill, we’re lucky it is not 
widespread yet. If you spot some CFC email us at 
SWATwees@gmail.com  

Invasive Weeds Update from SWAT 

HORSETAIL HORROR: SWAT was called to a Mac Bay 
property on Tuesday to investigate a large patch of very 
strange looking metre-high multicoloured asparagus-style 
spears (see photo). Turns out this weed is awful. It’s the 
very invasive Equisetum hyemale (snakegrass or horsetail) 
which spreads via very deep rhizomes and does not 
respond to most weedkillers. If you see the tell tale spears 
with pink, green and black hoops anywhere on the 
Peninsula, email us immediately at 
SWATweeds@gmail.com 

http://portobello.org.nz
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Margaret and Norcombe Barker would like to thank our 
local community for supporting Larnach Castle over the 
last 12 months.  It has been very uncertain times for 
everyone, lockdowns have had an impact on all of us for 
varying reasons.  For the people that have purchased ‘Loyal 
Local’ cards we hope you are making the most of them; if 
you don’t already have a card but would like one,  come visit 
and we  will organise one for you. 

The terms are pay once either $37.00 for a Castle and 
Garden entry or $18.50 for a Garden entry  only, 
you will receive a further twelve months 
complementary entry.  The garden only pass 
allows access to the Gift shop and Ballroom 
Café. 

Christmas Unfortunately, or (fortunately) we have sold out 
our Christmas lunch, but the Castle and garden will be open 
for visitors.  The Café is shut on Christmas day due to the 
pre booked lunches. 

We open for visitors every day of the year, from the 1st of 
October until the 31st of March we offer an early bird 
special.  This offer is available from 8.30am to 9.30am, the 
entry fee is reduced to $27.00 per adult.  Kids go free all the 
time. 

 Gift ideas  Are you stuck for gift idea’s why not come up 
and visit our gorgeous gift shop, maybe you would like to 

buy your garden a gift!  We have a wonderful selection of 
Castle grown plants for sale.  Gift vouchers are an ideal 
present if you’re stuck for idea’s, it could be for a high tea for 

two, a loyal local card,  dinner for two in the Castle dining 
room or keep the voucher open and just put a 
monetary amount beside it – 

reservations@larnachcastle.co.nz  and save your self the 
booking fee or buy online for instant confirmation. 

Café If you haven’t visited for a while, come, and check 
out our café, we have a great new menu to choose 

from as well as a revamped cabinet selection. 

 Dogs We are now allowing dogs to visit the 
Garden; they must be on a lead, and we ask 
owners to clean up after them.  We are 

trialling this for a year. 

Autumn plant sale Watch this space, we held our first 
Autumn plant sale in March of this year, we are planning to 
repeat this event in March 2022 – date not confirmed but 
will be on our website very soon. 

Casual weekend position available We have a vacancy 
for weekend kitchen hand.  Please email 
amy@larnachcastle.co.nz 

— Margaret and Norcombe Barker

Larnach Castle News 

Kia ora koutou mā –  Last time I talked about preparing the 
garden and putting young plants in a small raised brick plot 
to plant out when they got bigger. At night I cover them up 
because my main challenge now is to keep the rabbits away. 
The covers come off in the daytime and I've placed bamboo 
stakes on a slant pointing outwards overhanging the edges 
to make it awkward for the wee bunnies if they should even 
think about nibbling our wee veges. They can jolly well go 
elsewhere! We also spread blood and bone around the base 
of the small plots. It appears that it's working. I am forever 
hopeful! So far the plants are doing really well and it won't 
be long before they'll be ready to transplant into the bigger 

plot. Still eating our potatoes but will need to plant new 
ones soon.  

Now that the weather is getting warmer—officially 
heralding Summer—we can look forward to lovely swims in 
the harbour. Great to see the groynes begin to take shape – 
many thanks to the dedicated efforts and tenacity of the 
many people involved in the Te Rauone Beach Project. It 
goes to show how effective a collection of like minded 
people from different backgrounds sharing the same goal 
can be. Congratulations to you all.         

Theraze and I wish you all a very Merry Xmas and a 
Wonderful New Year.  Ka kite anō. Hei konā. —Olly Ohlson

Another Day In Paradise—from Olly’s Pen 

http://portobello.org.nz
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Tuesday morning working bees have been a "hive" of 
activity as usual with lots of projects on the go.  Check out 
the Otago Peninsula Bulletin Board page on Facebook and 
you will occasionally see what the men have been up to. 

Recently we had two children’s shoes given to us that were 
found behind the scrim in an old cottage in Harwood.  This 
cottage dates from the 1860s and was the home of John 
Wishart and his family.  Unfortunately John died quite 
young at aged 42 in 1874. He is buried in the Portobello 
Cemetery, and in 1880 his wife remarried and moved to 
Southland. 

We are also finding the stories for some of the early settlers 
shown in the Museum, connecting each settler with the 
place in which they came to settle on the Peninsula.  Many 
of these people were early farming families. 

Each year we can apply to Te Papa for a $1,500 grant to help 
fund projects that the Museum does.  We make sure we take 
up this offer every year, and this year we are applying for 
the funds to buy paint so we can repaint the lighthouse.   

We are always after any family history you would like to 
share if your family has lived on the Peninsula at any time—
right up till now and in years to come it will be just as 
important. 

We are open Sundays 12.30-3.30pm. $2 for adults and 
children are free. We can open especially if you need to visit 
for family reasons—often out of town families come while 
passing through and want to visit the Museum. 

If you want to get in touch with us, ask a question, etc., then 
our email address is 
theotagopeninsulamuseum@gmail.com. 

Our special thanks to our great volunteers who make it 
possible to run our Museum. 

We will be open over the holiday period so pop down and 
visit. Seasons greeting to you all.  

Otago Peninsula Museum

100 years 
ago this 
month… 

Portobello 
partied 
under 
electric 
lights!

— Evening Star, 30 January 1922 
(via Papers Past)

http://portobello.org.nz
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A big thank you to all the peninsula people who came to 
view our Now That's Different exhibition held back in 
October, your support and kind comments are really very 
much appreciated. Even in these trying times, the 
exhibition had a great response with nearly 900 visitors. 

We would like to thank our three schools for their 
participation in the exhibition. Their work was bright and 
beautiful and attracted a lot of attention and positive 
comments—so thank you Macandrew Bay School, Broad 
Bay School, and Portobello School for joining us! 

We would also like to say a huge thank you to the local 
businesses who supported us by donating prizes and 
awarding them to their favourite pieces. Having these 
businesses judging and awarding prizes added something 
different to the exhibition, it was great fun to have them! 

The four deserving artists were: 

• Gemma Baldock (The Duck prize, presented by Emma) 
• Holly Bettis (Bellamys Gallery prize, presented by John 

and Pauline) 

• Doug Hart (Port to Port prize, presented by Rachel) 
• Jenny Longstaff (Portobello Hotel prize) 

Thank you to all our artists who exhibited in our spring 
exhibition and congratulations to all the artists who sold 
their works. 

To finish, a little bit of sad news: we will not be able to hold 
our annual art fair this year as the Covid level two protocols 
make it untenable, it has been a difficult year! 

BUT, we will be back next year, with the hopes that all three 
of our shows will take place. These are; Almost an Island 
over Easter 2022, our Spring exhibition in September/
October, and our Fair in November/December. 

Let us all hope for better, happier, more open times in the 
year to come. Merry Christmas and a very Happy 2022 to 
you all. 

Roger 
Chairman, OPenArts Inc. 

OPen Arts Inc. 

We are coming towards the end of our competitive year. 
Our regular Sunday competitions will take a break until the 
new year which commences with an Opening Day Ambrose 
on 16 January 2022. Our Twilight competition continues 
without a break every Wednesday evening, however, 
starting around 4.00 ish. 

All of this is subject to the COVID-19 vaccination 
requirements adopted by the club and recommended by 
Golf New Zealand which means that members must 
provide evidence of their My Vaccine Passport prior to or at 
entry to the clubhouse. The law is quite simple – no 
Passport, no clubhouse entry. However, under the Orange 
Covid setting the course remains open for all as before. 

One of our members, a Portobello man, Rob Weekes, had a 
notable Hole-in-One last week. I'm sure he will regale you 
with the details without any encouragement—the exact 
time, club used, weather conditions, etc. Well done, Rob. 

The finals of our Club Championships has been played with 
the following results: 

• Ladies Champion – Lesley Schofield 
• Mens Senior – Bruce Callister 
• Mens Intermediate – Neil Seaton 
• Mens Junior – Tui Westrupp 
• Presidents Cup – John Soloman from Helen Bourne 

Congratulations to all the winners and to the others who 
took part and made the events successful. 

We had a visitor last week from Mosgiel, a certain J. 
Rutherford, who has played the course before but never 
been in the clubhouse. He mentioned that his grandfather 
used to play and might have been one of the originators of 
the course. So we opened up for him and there on the 
honours board was the name of the first President of the 
club, Mr W. Rutherford, President in 1952, ‘53 and ‘54. I 
think we were all taken by that moment when a gap of 
almost 70 years in the Rutherford family was closed, just 
like that. 

Hit'em Straight!

Otakou Golf Club 

http://portobello.org.nz
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Ric’s Galley Takeaways 
 

Summer Hours   
 Wed,   Thurs,   Fri,   Sat, Sun   5pm — 7:30pm 

 

A choice of five varieties of fish every night 
with local favourites Blue Cod, Monk, Tarakihi,  

Sole,  Elephant,  and fish bites  
 

Gluten-Free Baked Blue Cod  

Phone 4780 105 to order  

Vegetarian and Seafood Baskets available  
 

Try our Latham Bay Burgers  
Fish, Meat, Chicken and Vegetarian and 
Beautiful Rib-eye Steak & Egg Burgers 

Also, deep fried cheese rolls, spicy chicken 
tenders, sugar coated pineapple rings 

 

All fish and Chips are not salted but can be if you ask. 

eftpos   payWave   available 

 
'We are your One Stop Shop

for everything Electrical'

'Proud supporters of the
Otago Peninsula

Community'

0275505022
enquiries@leadingelectricaldunedin.co.nz

http://portobello.org.nz
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The vaccine keeps  
us together
Covid19.govt.nz

ANCIENT MAORI PHILOSOPHY 
MAURI HAUORA and Te Reo 

Enrolments are being taken now for the next evening 
intake.  Sessions run from 7pm to 9pm on Tuesdays and 

run for 6 weeks. The first session starts on 8  February  at 
our home at  774 Harington Point Rd. The Te Reo is at basic 

conversational level. Fee is $500. 
Call 4780 220 or email me at: espi10@gmail.com.  

Olly Ohlson - Kaiako & Tohunga Mauri Hauora

Situated across from the 
beach at Macandrew Bay on 
Portobello Road. Stop in for 
a takeaway coffee on your 
way to work from 7am, grab 
a bite from the cabinet, or 
bring your Nan for our 
brunch on Sunday.  
See you soon!

http://portobello.org.nz
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LUNCH        DINNER

LICENSED RESTAURANT

OLD WORLD WARMTH AND CHARM IN A HISTORIC PORTOBELLO CHARACTER BUILDING.
 New owners. New logo. Same fantastic food, service and cozy atmosphere.

OPEN FOR LUNCH
Wednesday to Sunday from 12 Noon to 2pm

OPEN FOR DINNER
Wednesday to Sunday from 5.30pm to Close

Extended opening hours over summer,  
please call or check website

7 Harington Point Road
Portobello,
Dunedin

Bookings: 1908cafe.co.nz
Email: hello@1908.nz

Telephone: 03 478 0801

http://portobello.org.nz
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POSSUM REPORTS 
If you see a possum—dead or alive—we want to know about it.  

Send your possum sighting reports to Brenda: possums@opbg.nz.

http://portobello.org.nz
mailto:possums@opbg.nz
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Portobello Domain | 13 February | 10am – 5pm 
This is a cash only collection.
(Waste must not be left at the site outside these times)

Vegetation ONLY loads must not contain any flax, cabbage tree 
leaves or grass clippings, and no complete hedgerows or similar.

GENERAL WASTE
NO LARGE ITEMS: i.e. engines, metals, tanks, metal drums, 
whiteware, demolition materials*, or large items of vegetation 

NO UNACCEPTABLE WASTE: i.e. hazardous waste, animal 
remedies, herbicides, medicines, medical waste, gas bottles, 
wire, asbestos or petrol tanks      

NO LIQUIDS: including oil 

* The maximum size of demolition material is one metre in any 
direction. Material is to be clean and contain no asbestos.

Fees apply. See website for details.

03 477 4000 
 www.dunedin.govt.nz

RURAL SKIP DAYS Pop up Transfer Station

SHUKURU’S CALENDAR FUNDRAISER 2022  
is available at the Portobello Store and  

Mac Bay Chemist. $20 for a good cause!

http://portobello.org.nz


BOOK A LOCAL HALL  

• Coronation Hall, Portobello 
Wayne Cameron - 4780 424  

• Scott Hall, Harwood 
Graeme McNulty - 027 931 0342 or 
Robert Oliver - 021 893 441 

• Hoopers Inlet Hall  
Jackie Clearwater - 4780 508  

PORTOBELLO LIBRARY 
The last day of 2021 for the Portobello Library will 
be Thursday 23 December.  Come along and stock up 
on your holiday reading, we have lots of new books for 
you to enjoy.       

The Library will open again on Thursdays and 
Sundays, 11am–1pm, from Thursday 20 January 
2022.   

You can find the library in the Coronation Hall, 
Portobello.  If you are wanting to join, it costs $5.00 per 
family, and nothing thereafter except for 20 cents per 
book to take home.   

Thanks everyone for your support this year, enjoy your 
holiday. — Dot, Librarian 

BOOK BUS 
The Dunedin Public Library Book Bus visits the 
Peninsula every Wednesday. At Portobello School 
9:45-10:15, in front of the pub 10:15-11, and at Broad 
Bay School at 11:15-11:45. 

PENINSULA TOY LIBRARY 
Our Toy Library is open every Sunday morning from 
10:30–12:30. We have a wide variety of toys, puzzles, 
games, dress-ups, and ride-on toys. At the Portobello 
Domain Pavilion, Allans Beach Road. 

PORTOBELLO PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
All are welcome to our friendly little church on the 
Peninsula. 22 Harington Point Road, Portobello. 
Services every other Sunday at 10:00am. See below for 
holiday schedule. 

PENINSULA MEDICAL CENTRE 
12 Allans Beach Road, Portobello 
4780 880 

BADMINTON CLUB 
Badminton Club plays Sundays at 7:00pm, 
Coronation Hall. new members very welcome—come 
along and give it a try! We have club rackets for new 
players to use. Any enquiries phone Geoff  on 0275 784 
758. 

DEFIBRILLATOR 
There is an Automated External 
Defibrillator located outside 
Portobello Store (1 Harington Point 
Road). 

HOT WATER URN RENTALS 
We have two 20 litre Water Urns 
available for community use. If you wish 
to use these for an event, phone Christine 
on 4780 878. All we ask for is a donation. 

LOCAL PHONE BOOK 
478 Local Phone Books are available for purchase at 
the Portobello Store for $10. 

SWIMMING POOL 
Our community pool is closed to the public this season 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. See you next season! 

portobello area community resources

Sunday 19 December 10am 
Church service 

Monday 20 December 
Last day for Fire Brigade Can 
Appeal 

Friday 24 December 7pm 
Xmas Carol Singing, Portobello 
Church 

Tuesday 18 January 7:30pm 
Portobello Inc monthly meeting 

Saturday 29 January 
Quarantine Island Welcome Day 

Saturday 26 February 
Quarantine Island Welcome Day 

Date TBD (February, probably) 
Summer Market Day 

Tuesdays & Sundays 9:30am 
 Hereweka Planting Bees 

Sundays 12:30-3:30pm 
Peninsula Museum open 

community calendar

COVER IMAGE: Greetings from Portobello, 1911, Portobello, by Muir & Moodie studio. Purchased 1998 with New Zealand Lottery Grants Board funds. Te Papa (PS.001801)
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