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ANZAC  Day 
 
 

Will be held at the Museum grounds in Portobello 

at 9:30am on Sunday 25th April. 

We will be talking about some of the men from  

Highcliff,  Sandymount  and  Pukehiki  who fought in WWI. 

The service will be followed by morning tea in the barn at the Museum. 

As this is a community event we would appreciate help  

with the morning tea.  (You will still be able to attend the service) so please get in 

touch with Portobello Community Inc if you are willing to help. 

Phone Brenda on 4780 424 

If you wish to bring a plate for morning tea this would also be very much  

appreciated and can be dropped off at the barn before the service. 

We would like to encourage local community groups to be part of the service  

by laying a wreath or some flowers on behalf of their group. 

There will be some seating available for our senior citizens 

and also a gazebo to sit under if the weather is wet. 

The service will be on whatever the weather of course 

so please come prepared. 

Thank you on behalf of Portobello Community Inc and 

The Otago Peninsula Museum & Historical Society. 

http://www.portobello.org.nz


News from the Otago Peninsula Community Board 
 

 

The end of summer and the beginning of Autumn brings a       
degree of reflection and apprehension as we approach winter. 
Though to be fair the mildness of the weather has lessened the 
blow.  What is the most worrying is how dry things have           
become.   Rain on the Otago Peninsula is desperately needed. 
 

2021-2031 Long Term Plan 
If ever there was a time to say something about the future of your city the time is now.   With a 
planned 9.8% rates increase this year along with increases in fees and charges all of us need to 
look at what this means for our whanau and community.   I urge everyone to read and submit on 
the Long term plan and be brave and bold with what you say.   No issue is too large or too small. 
https://www.thefutureofus.nz/home 
 

Facebook Please take the opportunity to use it if you can and share  

information with your friends, neighbours and whanau.   

https://www.facebook.com/pencomboard/ 

 

If you have any issues that you would like to raise or discuss please don’t hesitate to contact myself or your local 
Board member 
 
Paul Pope - Otago Peninsula Community Board Chairman      
paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz (03) 4780630 or 0274668446 

 

Portobello Volunteer Fire Brigade 
 
 

Smoke Alarms 
Winter is almost upon us, Did you check your smoke alarms.  
Get your chimney swept ready for winter, most of all house fires are in winter 
so please be ready  
Extension cords are for temporary use only and should not be used as a permanent extension of your homes    
wiring, 
Always use a fireguard or spark-guard with open fires, 
Never throw rubbish into fireplaces particularly batteries and aerosol  cans. 
Ashes can take up to five days to cool always empty ashes into a metal bin before disposal. 
Multi boxes - we have still seen some of these being used for the wrong purposes. 
Please check yours are not overloaded or showing signs of discolouring or cracking.   If so REPLACE IT 
 
Delays in an emergency can be devastating 
If a fire breaks out many rural property owners face an increased risk due to their remote location and the      
distance from the nearest fire brigade.  Even when we arrive our response can be compromised by our fire      
appliance not being able to gain access onto driveways due to overhanging branches or narrow gates and fence 
lines. There are also issues with no clear pathways to water resources on properties.   In an emergency it’s      
critical our fire appliance and crew can get to you as soon as possible. Please ensure your mailbox number or 
Rapid number is clearly displayed. 
 
 
Greg Dickson     Chief Fire Office 

https://www.facebook.com/pencomboard/
mailto:paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz


 

Chairman’s Corner 
 

A big shout out to all of you who came along and supported 
our Autumn Market Day. A big thank you to those members 
of the Committee for your         contribution towards this 
success. Also, thank you to the OPBG for allowing us to use 
some space in their building on the day.  Also to our local 

copper for his support, cheers Aaron.   Thanks to Sam & Chris Neill for their generous donation of firewood to 
raffle on the day. Our Winter Market will be held on Sunday July 11th.  
Unfortunately the monthly food truck Sundays have been canned due to lower than expected levels of support, 
but the Food Trucks will still be supporting our major quarterly Market Days.  
Committee member Stacey is now beginning the process of applying for Community grants and    assistance with 
the proposed Pump Park at the Domain and we wish her well with this.   Anyone  wishing to make a donation 
towards this or would like more information about this great project can email Stacey at  kokaua-
balfour@hotmail.co.  
ANZAC Day will be held on Sunday 25th April at 9:30am so fingers crossed for a fine morning.  Do come along 
and meet up with other locals who participate at this very special event.  
We have had no takers thus far for the continuation of this newsletter once Brenda finishes up at this years 
AGM.   It would be a shame not to see it  continue so if you would like to get involved let us know.  It’s not too 
difficult a task once you’re familiar with your respective publishing programme, so don’t be afraid to step up and 
give it a go, it can be quite a rewarding experience and keeps you in touch with what’s happening in the        
community. 
 

Wayne Cameron - Pbo Comm Inc Chair 

Tena Koutou everyone 
 

Well we are into April already and nearly the end of the first school term. 
I would like to thank all of our parents who have been doing a great job dropping off and picking up the kids from school. 
These pressure points before and after school can cause some issues due to lack of parking and the amount of foot and 
vehicle traffic. I’ve been monitoring the carpark/school pick up and drop off areas, and everyone is being careful and 
mindful of the children and other road users. Well done. Keep it up, it only takes one lapse in concentration for disaster 
to strike.  
Our little ones don’t think like us and can pop out from unexpected places.  
Hallelujah, reports of bad driving on the low road have decreased since my last newsletter. I’m not saying they have    
totally disappeared, but the last 8 weeks have been better. Still some work to do for some of our drivers though. I think it 
is July when the roadworks is due to be finished. Please continue to be patient and drive to the conditions and adhere to 
the advisory speeds. They are there for a reason. Last week I observed 4 vehicles pulled over in laybys and the driver was 
on the phone. Well done to these folk. Distraction is a huge contributor to harm on our roads.     
Recently have had a couple of reports of rogues taking the money and produce from some of our roadside/house fresh 
produce stalls. Hard one to police but if you have one think of a way we can stop this happening. 99% of people are    
honest but unfortunately the rest aren’t.  
Just a reminder if something is happening now and is of urgency please call 111. If not so urgent then the 105 line is a 
good one to use. Some of you have my number and I usually answer but it has happened a couple of times recently that I 
haven’t been working or unable to answer and the best bet would have been to call either of the numbers above. I’m not 
saying don’t try me, but if you can’t get me please call one of the other numbers, whichever is appropriate.   
Winter is fast approaching, and it is around this time we are all hunting and gathering our wood for the cold months.       
A trend out here I have noticed is that wood is stolen from around now until the end of Winter. Putting your wood out of 
sight is the best bet and if you get it delivered don’t leave it in the driveway for a long period. It’s just jumping out and 
saying please help yourself.   
If your heading away for the school holidays (even Australia now) please drive safely and have a wonderful break. Get 
neighbours to clear your letterbox, check on your property and make your house look lived in. There are several ways 
you can do this. Lights or stereos on timers, gumboots at front door just to name a few. Also lock away anything of value 
that’s normally outside. Burglars look for an item (commodity), location and opportunity. Take away one of these and 
they can’t commit their crimes. One to think about.  
That’s all from me for now. Take care of one another and will catch up soon. 

Aaron 



Museum News: 
 

Tuesday morning working bees have seen real progress with lots of odd jobs being done, including the building 
of a post and rail fence.  What simple designs these were for keeping in cattle in the early days.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once again we will have ANZAC Day held at the Museum on 25 April and we have been getting prepared for this 
with the grounds looking great.  Thanks team. 
Our thanks to Olivia, Denise and Diane who have put their names down for our Sunday Opening Roster - your 
help is much appreciated. 
 
In the last two newsletters we have talked about the Riddell Family of Sandymount and took entries from       
Walter's diary.  This time we want to share some excerpts from the diary of his wife, Mrs Wilhelmina B.    
Glendinning Riddell on her voyage out to New Zealand on the sailing ship ‘Grassmere’. 
 

1862 
 

26 April -  Parted from home with many near and dear friends but felt strengthened after taking leave of my dear 
Father (her Mother had died in 1858)  (The ship Grassmere left Greenock, Scotland on the evening of 30 April 
with 108 passengers and 44 crew. 
 

2 May - I was sick in bed all day, so was Walter. 
 

3 May - Still no better. We are lying with no person to look after us, all noise and bustle, children crying and there 
is dancing above us. We have to lie on our back as there is scarecely room to sit up. 
 

5 May - Still no better, the seas very rough.  We are passing the Bay of Biscay.  The Cook has brought down a can 
of Gruel.  It was delicious.  (Gruel is basically a thin porridge or soup) 
 

6 May - Still very stormy.  The Lord was still near me and I felt that even in the raging of the sea the Lord he was 
there, the moon was shining bright but the clouds were riding wildly through the sky, and the ship was tossed like 
a feather on the face of the mighty deep.  I thought we were going to capsize.  The cans of water were all upset and 
people were crying. 
 

17 May - All the mens beds - mattresses and blankets were tuned up to the sun today and appeared to be swarming 
with lice.  Those that were found to be most effected were put in a tub of water and the Dr put something amongst 
them so that they might not come to life again. 
 

6 June - We are lying almost still and have not crossed the line yet. (Equator) The Captain and Dr Douglas along 
with six ladies and four male passengers went out in the boat today and rowed out about four miles.  The Captain 
took some bottles of beer and they all enjoyed it very much.  (Imgine the Captain of your ship doing this in those 
days -scary) 

 

The Grassmere finally crossed the Equator on the 16 June, having been becalmed for many days) 
 

24 July - We have passed the Cape of Good Hope.  The Captain thinks we will arrive in about 30 days.  
  

3 August - The ships Cook struck the Captain and is now in handcuffs. 



The Otago Peninsula Museum 
(Next door to the Garage in Portobello) 

Open every Sunday 12.30-3.30     Adults $2, children free 

If you want to contact the Museum our email address is       
theotagopeninsulamusum@gmail.com 

 

Portobello  Library News: 
 

The Portobello Library is situated in the Coronation Hall in Portobello.   
It is open on Thursdays and Sundays from 11am till 1pm. Dot, our Librarian  
is there on a Tursday and on a Sunday volunteers open the Library.   
Come along and check out our great range of books.  Those who have done so 
have been very impressed with what we have.  Spread the word. 

4 August -  The highest seas ever we have had.  The Captain has ordered gruel for all and we have to keep in 
our beds. 
 

31 August - Good news that land was seen.  The hills were covered with snow on top and they look big and 
steep. 
 

2 September - Stormiest of the whole voyage.  We are driven out to sea again. 
 
 

3 September - Land seen - we may get to port tonight.  (Last day of diary).   
 

The Museum is open Sundays 12.30-3.30.  If you have not yet been for a visit then please 
pop along and check out what we have.  We are just up from the Garage in Portobello. 
 
Our popular book "Portobello. A Brief History" is still available for $25 from the shop  
or the Museum 

 

The Royal Albatross Centre News   
  
It has had a great albatross season so far and our five chicks on view are just getting bigger and bigger - much to 
the delight of our visitors!    
We have been so grateful for the support that everyone has showed us post Covid lockdown last year and we 
look forward to welcoming you in the months to come.  
 

Coming up there are some great offers as part of the Wild Dunedin Festival from the 22nd to the 28th of April 2021 

30 minute Express Albatross tours are $5/child & $15/adult  

Blue Penguins Pukekura tours have a $40 family deal with the booking code: BPP2021WDF.  

Bookings are essential and can be done online via our website or with our friendly team on 03 478 0499. We look 

forward to seeing everyone then! 



 

Quarantine Island Kamau Taurua Community News  
 

Over the past few months our island Keeper(Resident Manager), Meghan Hughes, and our core volunteers, and 
educators has been very busy hosting school groups and others staying in the Lodge, and for day trips.  
 
Some visitors have volunteered their time including students from University of Otago Unicrew Volunteers,    
Silverline Otago, Caroline Freeman College, AAPES (Animals, Aquatic, Plants Ecological Society), the Medical 
School, Physical Education and Sustainability Leaders. Thanks to all our volunteers, who have assisted us with 
weed control missions, releasing and watering seedlings, in combination with having fun exploring the island, 
kayaking and swimming! We've had some core volunteers and educators to lead some of our group activities 
and biodiversity project, including checking tracking tunnels and traps, our ACO's (artificial cover objects), weed 
control, and watering and releasing native seedlings. We also held two art workshops, nature journaling lead by 
artist Jo Ogier and an art & ecology workshop lead by artist, art residency recipient, and QIKT Community      
member, Jo St Baker. Both have brought new visitors to the island, and enabled participants to view the island 
through a different lens and improve their drawing and nature journaling skills. 
 
Many thanks this month to Port Otago engineers for installing two new ladders on our jetty and for donating      
a picnic table, Graham Innes for his continued expertise troubleshooting and fixing, most recently with our      
water supply system, and Graeme Loh for his survey of the island's invasive weeds and for tackling                   
boxthorn.     Many thanks also to Port-To-Port Cruises and Wildlife Tours, East Coast Charters and the Albatross 
Express who have provided boat transfers to and from the island. 
 
We still have a number of volunteer opportunities currently to assist us with weed control and planting.  
Let us know if you might be interested.  
Training will be provided. Keep an eye on our Facebook page and website for updates on events. 
 
If you'd like to be a regular volunteer, or either visit or stay on the island, as a family group, or group of friends, 
or for a retreat or workshop venue, see our website quarantineisland.org.nz.  
You can also subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter to learn about island news, events and opportunities, or join 
our Facebook Public Group Quarantine Island Kamau Taurua Community, or contact the island Keeper 
(Resident Manager) on 03-478-0874 or email quarantineisland@gmail.com.  
 
If you haven't visited before, we host a Community Welcome Day (previously known as Open Day) on the last 
weekend of each month. Just a short boat ride from Back Beach, Port Chalmers, or Portobello by arrangement. 
We organise the boat transport, so let us know in advance if you're coming. Details and registration forms for 
events are on our website. Keep an eye on our Facebook page too! 
 
There is something for everyone on QIKT! From relaxing and recharging in solitude and peaceful surroundings,  
to learning about Island history and ecology, volunteering, and experiencing what makes the Island so special. 
 
April/May-dates vary- planting native seedlings and weed control 
Planting native seedlings and weed control in beautiful setting's, and it's fun! You will be helping with a vital part 
of our ecological restoration efforts.  
 
April/May- dates vary 
Autumn bird counts on the island. Learn about the island's birdlife and help us record as 
part pf our biodiversity project. Contact secretary.quarantineisland@gmail.com for more 
details. 
 
Saturday 24th April 2021- Welcome Day 
Volunteer, relax or explore, or all three!  Overnight stay option. 
 
Saturday 29th May 2021- Welcome Day 
Volunteer, relax or explore, or all three!   Overnight stay option. 

mailto:quarantineisland@gmail.com
http://org.nz/
mailto:quarantineisland@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.quarantineisland@gmail.com


 

It is hard to believe that Term 1 is almost finished!  
During Term 1 students have been learning about 
Ruaumoko - God of Earthquakes and Volcanoes.     
Students are looking forward to expressing their 
learning through art at the Art Gallery next week.   
Students in all classes have been engaged in learning 
about how to stay safe online. 

 

On the sporting front a number of students have enjoyed playing in the Dunedin Rippa Rugby and Futsal        
competitions. Senior students have taken part in cycle skills and all students took part in Walk n Wheel Week. 
Year 1-6 students made great progress during an 8 lesson swimming block. Students shared this progress with 
our school community at our recent swimming sports. Year 7 and 8 students will be taking part in lessons at 
Moana Pool in Term 2. 
 

Students have regularly worked with Mrs Agnew as part of Enviro within our school.   During March the Otago 
Peninsula Lions Club started building a berry garden with proceeds from the Hawk n Hurl Day.  We are looking 
forward to growing berries in the garden when it is finished.  We were recently successful in gaining a DCC Waste 
Minimisation Fund grant which will be used to purchase sewing machines. Students will be engaged in a project 
to create reusable fruit and vegetable bags. 
 

We recently held a firewood fundraiser and successfully sold all of the wood that was chopped when work was 
undertaken on the macrocarpa trees at the top of our school late last year.  
 

Monday Mollymawk visits for 4 year olds continue this term with a group of 4 year olds currently visiting in   

preparation for starting school later this year.   Come along with your 4 year old from 9-10am each Monday to be 

part of this programme. 
 

To find out more about our great school or to organise a visit please contact our school office by phoning 

4780605 or e-mail office@portobello.school.nz 

Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group      
 
Work to establish and maintain a network of traps on northern  
areas of the peninsula is almost complete and preparations are 
in full swing toward eradicating possums from the rest of the         
peninsula from Portobello back to urban areas at Shiel Hill and   
Waverley. 
 

To engage public help in catching those possums hiding in     
urban areas, staff have been door-knocking about Harington Point, Golf Course Road and Harwood.  
Thank you to those people who have responded by hosting a possum trap in their back yard.   
Several trap lines have also been established or extended about the northern peninsula, and we are        
currently in need of a volunteer to maintain 11 traps on the Hoopers Inlet side of the Leith Walk and 
through bush to Allans Beach Road.  If you think you fit the bill, please contact Mike at 021 2424 944. 
 

Over April and May, possums will be eating Macrocarpa, Pine, Kanuka, and Tutu.  Grass and clover are 
also on the menu, with a protein burst provided by invertebrates such as insects and snails.  
It is presently possum mating season, which would account for recent reports of groups of noisy      
possums.  Joeys will be born from April to July and found in the mother’s pouch from mid-April until 
December. If you notice possum browsing or are disturbed by frolicking possums, please report it at 
possums@opbg.nz and we will help you catch them.   

mailto:possums@opbg.nz


FOR  HIRE 
 

Portobello Community Inc  
have  2 x 20L Water Urns  

which are available for  
community use.   

If you wish to use these at an event 
please phone  

Christine on 4780 878 
All we ask for is a donation 

 

Lunch  
Monday 

Wednesday – Sunday    
from 12 noon 

 

Dinner   
Monday 

Wednesday—Sunday 
from 5pm 

 

 

(We are happy to open Tuesdays  
for group bookings) 

 
Cafe 1908 has capacity for  

55 people  
and specialises in those  

special occasions 
Call Pauline on 4780 801   

or email     

cafe1908@xtra.co.nz 

Coronation Hall  

Portobello 
 

Available for hire 
Very reasonable rates 
Phone the Custodian 

4780 424 

Our Toy Library is open every Sunday morning from 

10:30 - 12:30  at the Domain Pavillion, 

Allans Beach Road,  Portobello 

Peninsula Toy Library 

mailto:cafe1908@xtra.co.nz


From the deck…  
 

I watch a big blinding sun of fire piercing the horizon 

Spreading golden hues awaken our splendid landscape,  

Plunging our massive mounds of earth and sand,  

our clear water inlets into a hot summer haze. (though it’s autumn). 

The firewood’s stacked. 

Auroras are snapped. 

But without strangers,  

Our borders, out of bounds.  

It’s been more than a year, this forced MIQ less the five-star service, 

this unaccustomed non-sharing of our idyllic world, 

this glorious safety we are enjoying,  

appreciated but endured. 

Portobello Road has been dusty, slow, testy.  

Business has been slow, the pits. 

And what about the weather? (granted summer came this week). 

But wait,  

on the screen, and radio,  

a bubble of hope. 

An opening of the T Sea, (and maybe others),  

They’re coming back!  

with their exclamations and exaltations, 

reminding us how privileged we are to live on this rare isthmus. 

Sometimes we need reminding, let’s face it. 



  

Fish ‘n’ Chip, Bacon, Chip 
   Butty’s now available at 

Ric’s Galley Takeaways 
Look out for Ric’s Galley flag.  

If it is flying then we are open  
Opening hours   

 Wed, Thurs,  Fri,  Sat, & Sun     
5pm— Late 

  

A choice of five varieties of fish every night with 
local favourites Blue Cod, Monk, Tarakihi,  Sole,  

Elephant,  and fish bites  
  

We also do Gluten-Free Baked Blue Cod  
  

Phone 4780 105 to order  
  

Vegetarian and Seafood Baskets available  
 

Try our Latham Bay Burgers—choice of  
Fish, Meat, Chicken and Vegetarian 

 

Deep Fried Cheese Rolls  
eftpos  paywave available 

 

Things to do   
Portobello area Bucket List 

 
 

How many have you ticked off? 
 

Walk to the top of Harbour Cone 

Walk to the Pyramids and Victory Beach 

Paddle in the Pacific at Allans Beach 

Photograph the Aurora from Hoopers Inlet 

Explore the tunnels near Taiaroa Head 

Take a walk with your sweetheart to Lovers Leap 

Go fishing at the Portobello jetty 

Kayak to Quarantine Island 

Explore our heritage at the local Museum 

Visit our local cemetery 

Paddle over to Pudding Island 

Follow the local Heritage Walk 

Bike or walk the track to Broad Bay 
 

Volunteer with a local organisation 
- they need your help. 



Peninsula PlumbersPeninsula Plumbers 
 
 

2004 Limited 

Contact Reuben  

0274 144 741 or A/H 478 0764 

 
Toilets 

 
Taps 

  
Laundry 

 
Kitchens 

 
Bathrooms 

  
Alterations 

 
Maintenance 

‘A local plumber for local people’ 

Pilates at Portobello 
 

  

     Get your body moving correctly                Increase strength, flexibility and muscle tone       
     Improve core and pelvic floor strength                  Decrease pain and tension                                
     Feel relaxed and well     Breathe correctly (very important for many reasons)    
     Have fun and give your body some new challenges  Take some out just for you!  
  

                                                 Come along and join our relaxed and fun movement class 

Everyone is welcome, most conditions/pain/injuries can be worked with  
so please call/email me if you wish to consider joining.  

Term 2 classes start Monday 3rd May and finish Monday 5th July 
 $125 for the term  (10 weeks)         $15  casual rate - come and give it a go 

 

Penny      Ph. 027 464 9180      pennykershaw@gmail.com 

5.45pm-6.45pm Mondays @ Portobello Coro Hall 
 

Fully internationally qualified and experienced Pilates Instructor  

 

ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE from Olly's pen 
                                              

Kia ora Everyone – Theraze and I hope you all had a wonderful holiday break.   Friends suggested we get 
together for a celebration meal. Our shared meal included raw and cooked bluff oysters, whitebait 
patties, chicken pieces and an assortment of salads plus cup cakes.   As the evening progressed we     
naturally found ourselves addressing the two topics which our parents advised us never to discuss 
openly – religion and politics.   Religion automatically came up first because of Easter and voices tended 
to get more and more insistent throughout the night!   After some persistent demanding to be heard in 
order to get one's view across to the other noisy individuals, we discovered that we had actually solved 
all of the world's problems - whereupon we congratulated one another on a lovely night, thanked our 
fantastic hosts, downed our cups of teas, coffees cakes and scones and went home – having enjoyed 
good friendship, fantastic food, raucous laughter and  great company.  
Not surprising though aye – that's paradise for you - what more could 
anyone want. Life is what we make it – and as far as I'm concerned 
paradise is right here in our own back yard.   Ask my puku!!!???   
 
                        “Kowhaiwhai” 
             Representing life lines, whanau and whanaungatanga. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Save The Otago Peninsula (STOP) News 
 

A new addition to the Bacon St Track leading to the two routes up to the top of Hereweka 
Harbour Cone and the Future Forest walk is a map created and made by Vic Mills.  
On the side of STOP’s container shed, it has had a lot of use over Easter as many walkers 
have taken the opportunity of the holiday’s fine weather to climb the Cone for the first 
time.  

While you cannot 
take your dog to the 
top of Hereweka, the 
fully fenced area of the Future Forest Walk 
has become  
a popular dog walking (or running) area.  
Enter through the first gate on the right off 
the Bacon St Track.  Follow the signs.   
The full loop involves some hill climbing but 
some people just remain on the flat and  re-
turn the same way when they reach the 
steps.  
Save The Otago Peninsula (STOP) Inc Soc 

regular volunteer working bees occur on 

Tuesday, and Sunday starting at 9.30am, 

meeting at the Bacon Track end of Bacon St.  

More volunteers always welcome. 

Email:   stopincsoc@gmail.com    

or Mobile (text only) 027 8756 020 



 

If you need a copy of the 478  
Local Phone Book,  

they are available from  
Portobello Store for only  $10 

 

Support your local businesses.         

Buy it locally,  

and if you can, buy - 

                                                                                          
                                                                                                          

Check out our Website  
to find more information.   

There is always something happening at  
Larnach Castle.  

Larnach Castle 

Situated across from the  
beach at Macandrew Bay  
on Portobello Road. 
Stop in for a takeaway 
coffee on your way to  
work from 7am, grab a bite  
from the cabinet or bring  
your Nan our for brunch 
on a Sunday. 
See you soon 



 
 

OTAKOU GOLF CLUB 
 

 
 
 

For all the interested players out there the news is that the 
course is playing really well. We just need some water to keep 
the grass growing. Not that we are asking for a rainy season but 
a good soaking now and then would be appreciated. 
 

With the changing of the clocks our Wednesday Twilight season 
is now ended.  It is just not possible to play in the dark though 
some have tried but there is a small group that will persist by 
starting earlier and earlier in the afternoon. The Thursday 
group that start at 9.30 am (or shortly after) continue            
regardless. The published Sunday program starting at 10.00 am 
is in full swing. This week it is the Presidents Trophy. 
 

We are continuing our introductory fun day for members and 
their non-playing partners and this time we will make it a 6 
hole three person Ambrose competition. If you like the sound 
of that or want to know more be there at 3.00 pm this Saturday 
10 April. On this occasion it would be good to bring a plate for 
afterwards. 
 

Just out of interest, you will be pleased to learn that we, the 
Golf Club, did in fact wallop the Fire Brigade at the annual   
cricket match. 
 

And we do get out now and then, for example, this coming  
Anzac Day we will visit Milton for the Toko Charity fundraiser. 
The coach will be leaving Portobello around 11.00 am but full 
details will be on our facebook page shortly. 
 

Hit'em Straight. 

John and Jeanne Meehan from Essex, UK, have 

visited New Zealand numerous times and have  

decided that Portobello is one of their favourite 

places in the world.  Not being able to travel here 

in 2020/21 they made the decision to do       

something for our community instead. 

After reading our Newsletter online, Jeanne and 

John have very generously made a  donation of 

£100  ($175)  towards the upkeep/maintenance 

of the AED unit in the village. 

Portobello Community Inc thank them so very 

much and we hope it won’t be too much longer  

before they are able to come and visit us again. 



     If you are new to the  Portobello area    

 

A VERY BIG THANK YOU  

to the dedicated VOLUNTEERS  

who deliver our Newsletter   

At this time of year the bright scarlet flowers of Chilean 
flame creeper can be seen, often high in the tree canopy 
and very visible in the landscape. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
This invasive vine produces dark blue berries that can be 
spread considerable distances by birds. As a result the vine 
has found its way into a few areas of native forest on the 
Otago Peninsula, where it forms a dense curtain that 
smothers trees, shrubs and ferns.  
  

Chilean flame creeper dies back each winter and in spring re 
sprouts from underground roots. The slender stems climb 
rapidly by mean of curling tendrils and have 5-6 fingered 
soft, green leaves. This pest plant can be very difficult to 
remove from an area once it is established. 
  

Fortunately, Chilean flame creeper is not common on the 
Otago Peninsula. We are working to control existing vines 
and, most importantly, trying to prevent new infestations 
from establishing. 
  

If you see this pest plant, or would like some help to get rid 
of it from your section,  
  

Please contact Marcia Dale on 021 485 001  
or email imaginarycrayfish@gmail.com.   

 

mailto:imaginarycrayfish@gmail.com




Interest free loans: 
 

The Moray Foundation Trust is an interest free loan charity that loans up to $5,000.00 dollars to families and individuals 
for health, welfare, education and budget balancing through debt consolidation. The Foundation has been established 
since 1993; Each small re-payment from our clients’ has gone into the pocket of another over the last 24 years. Creating 
the incredible circumstance that the foundation has loaned over 1 million in Otago; this amount is purely from the small 
initial seed funding that we still have invested.  
To be eligible for a loan you must: work with a Budget Adviser for a referral, be committed to debt repayment, be able to 
make payments required and stay working with the Budget Advisory Service for the duration of loan repayment.  
So if you feel that this is the solution for your circumstances, please make an appointment to register with a Budget      
Advisory Service today.  
 

www.morayfoundationtrust.org.nz  
 

Donations always appreciated. 

Portobello  Badminton  Club 
The club will commence the Winter season as from Sunday 11th April. 

At the Coronation Hall, Portobello @ 7:00pm 
New members very welcome - come along and give it a try. 

We have club rackets for new players to use 
Any enquiries - phone Geoff on 0275 784 758 

http://www.morayfoundationstrust.org.nz/


There is an Automated External Defibrillator located outside Portobello Store 
 

Each year more than 2,000 New Zealanders will  suffer a cardiac arrest outside of hospital. 
 

For 64% of cardiac arrests a bystander will perform CPR. 
People may show no warnings or prior symptoms and 15% survive to hospital discharge  
following a cardiac arrest. 
Use of an AED within 3-5 min of collapse can increase the chance of survival by up to 40%  



 
  

Peninsula Medical Centre 
 
 
 

 12 Allans Beach Road,   

Portobello.   

4780 880 

Local  Hall Hall Contacts 
 

Coronation Hall, Portobello  -  Wayne Cameron  -  4780 424 
       Scott Hall, Harwood    -   Chris Helm      -       4780 120 
     Hoopers Inlet Hall     -   Jackie Clearwater   -    4780 508 

Portobello Presbyterian Church 
Harington Point Road, Portobello 
 

Church Services: 
 

18th April             Church Service                 10.00am 
2nd May                Church Service                 10.00am 
16th May              Bible Study Group           10.00am 
6th June                Church Service                  10.00am 
20th June             Bible Study Group            10.00am 
4th July                  Church Service                 10.00am 
18th July               Bible Study Group            10.00am 
 
All are welcome to our friendly little church on Otago Peninsula 

 

ANCIENT MAORI PHILOSOPHY –  

MAURI HAUORA 
 

Enrolments are being taken now for our 

April intake, including Zoom,  

one on one sessions.  

Our in house class includes basic Te Reo.  

For more details including the course fee 

call 4780 220 or  

email me at: espi10@gmail.com. 
 

Olly Ohlson  

Kaiako & Tohunga Mauri Hauora 

 

 

Such a lovely peaceful outlook and  

a great venue for your group get-together,  

wedding, family bbq, work picnic etc. 

See the Hall contacts for details. 

mailto:espi10@gmail.com


Portobello Community Inc  
President:  Wayne Cameron—Treasurer: Christine Neill — Secretary: Lynne Sheridan  

Newsletter  Editor: Brenda Cameron — Deputy Chair: Geoff Sheridan 
   Committee:  Ruth Seeney, Sandra Clearwater, Richard Steentjes,  

        Michael Lascarides,  Paul Pope,  Des Hudson,  Craig Newton,  Stacey Kokaua-Balfour,  Jamie Ledbetter 
   Meetings held every 3rd Tuesday of the month.   Coronation Hall Kitchen,  7.00pm  

All welcome 

 

DIARY DATES TO NOTE 
 

ANZAC DAY - Sunday 25th April 9:30 at the Portobello Museum. 
Badminton - Sunday nights 7pm - Coronation Hall 

Pilates  -  Every Monday from 5:45pm - 6:45pm. Coronation Hall 
Steady As You Go  - Every Monday  or Wednesday 10am   -   Portobello Bowling Club 

Tai Chi - Every  Thursday 1:30pm   Portobello Bowling Club 
Otago Peninsula Museum - open every Sunday 12:30pm - 3:30pm 

Portobello Library - Thursdays and Sundays 11am - 1pm - Coronation Hall 

Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of Portobello Community Incorporated or it’s advertisers. 

The wonderful team on the very 
popular bbq stall fundraising for 
the Pump Park 

Autumn 

Market 

Day 

photos 

Our Winter  

Market Day 

will be held on  
Sunday 11th July 
Mark it on your  

calendar 


