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Portobello Volunteer Fire Brigade  
 

Some Statistics 
The Brigade has attended 100 call over the last 12 
months with 64% of them being Medical. 
All the members are now First Responders with 6 
members just completed a 40 hour course to qualify. 
now they will do two weekend courses a year as well 
as there normal Wednesday night training. 
 

Home Fire Safety Visits 
Anyone wishing to have a home fire safety visit call 
me on 0274356389 and we will talk about smoke 
alarms/Making your home fire safe/being prepared 
 

Greg Dickson 
Chief Fire Office 

Quiz Night 
Our annual Quiz night will be held on  

28 September start at 7.30 pm at  
Portobello Coronation Hall. 

http://www.portobello.org.nz


 

Chairman’s Corner 
 

Winter has certainly paid us a visit with the chilly days 

and nights. What better way to warm up than with our 

food truck night, happening again on Friday September 

6th at 5pm. You can eat in or takeaway so come along 

and help support these guys so we can continue to put 

this event on.  
Our AGM was a great success with new members joining to help out. You can find a list of contacts on the 

back page of this newsletter. One of our committee members Dan is currently in talks with the DCC about   

areas of the domain we would like to see put to better use.  More developments to follow on this subject.  

Thank you again to all the volunteers who help us with projects in our community and to those of you who  

deliver the newsletter on a regular basis.   Thanks also to Otakau Marae for opening their doors to locals for 
some warmth and a cuppa during the lengthy power outage earlier this week.   

Wayne Cameron  Chairman—Pbo Comm Inc 

Tena Koutou everyone 
 

It is fair to say winter is here although we have been pretty lucky I reckon. There is still a real potential for icy roads so I 
urge you all to take that extra care when travelling on our roads.   
I have already attended a couple of crashes where the ice was a factor. Thankfully there has been no injury but the        
potential for such is always present.  
Just a reminder of the new police number to call if something has already happened and you wish to report it or you wish to 
pass on information to police. This is 105. If it is an emergency and you require immediate assistance it is still 111.  
Of concern since the last newsletter several people had decided to think it is ok to come down to the Peninsula and take 
and damage people’s property. The Macandrew Bay Kindy has had a couple of instances of damage to their playground 
and property. Glenfalloch was broken into in the very early hours a couple of weeks ago. The offender arrived on an Avanti 
pushbike and spent quite a bit of time looking around and breaking into buildings before taking some items. A picture of this 
male is on the Otago Peninsula Bulletin Board page on Facebook. Have a look and see if you can offer any light on who 
this person may be.  
Another Burglary occurred at Natures Wonders at around 2.00am on the 1

st
 August. These brazen crooks have parked 

their car at the bottom gates and walked all the way up to the buildings before entering and taking some items. Enquiries 
are continuing but if you have any info that may assist me please call in. You and your info will be remain absolutely     
anonymous I can assure you of that.    
Firewood has also been a hot commodity from some people who think it their right to take what our people need to keep 
them and their whanau warm and have worked hard to pay for (and it’s not cheap as we know). If anyone has any         
information on a Black Captiva seen in and around the Castlewood Road/Mac Bay area in recent weeks please give me a 
shout.  
You would have read about the theft from a car at the Allan’s Beach carpark recently. This has always been a bit of an   
issue here due to the amount of tourists and the goodies they bring with them (Money, Phones and Passports). It’s a tough 
one to police to be honest. There is signage out at these spots to advise our visitors to take these valuables with them 
when they head off to explore our wonderful sights. If you happen to see anything dodgy please call it in. Without being 
stereotypical these people and their vehicles will more than likely look out of place for the area. They don’t tend to be into 
nature walks I can assure you of that.   
Just a reminder to all those firearms holders. The amnesty will come to a close soon so if you have any of the arms/
accessories that are now illegal please organise to hand them in. Go to the Police website if you are unsure if yours are 
now illegal. It sets it out very clearly what is and what isn’t. 
In you think you haven’t seen me around a lot lately you are right. Jo and I have been up and down to Christchurch over 
the past month as my boy has been up there for some treatment. He’s home now so things are back to normal somewhat. 
Until next time stay safe (and warm) and look after one another. 
Nga mihi 

Aaron 

Coastguard News: 
 

Training is every Tuesday evening at the shed in Portobello or out in the 
vessel which we launch at Broad Bay. Training out on the water in the 
dark is essential as you never know whether a call will be in the day time 
or at night.  Sunday trainings are held as well. 
Last month the Coastguard rescue vessel was asked to support Port 
Otago's employee's kids open day at Port Chalmers in capacity of support 
vessel. The team on the  vessel used this as an opportunity to train on 
person over board scenario, the tugs wash provided for some good  
training, helm training activity too.   Mitre 10 have offered Coastguard a fundraising opportunity at the annual 
garden sale on Tuesday 8th October.  It’s a chance to win lots of plants and garden accessories.   
Your support would be greatly appreciated. 

The Coastguard vessel in the background  
overshadowed by the tug  



 

News from the Otago Peninsula Community Board 
 

The rain in Spain falls mainly upon the plain, but lately an awful lot of that rain seems to 
have fallen on the Otago Peninsula. Apart from filling up the tanks of our neighbours 
and whanau it has certainly reminded us that winter is not done with us yet. There is 
light at the end of the winter tunnel as the mornings and evenings get a little brighter.  
 

Peninsula Connection - Portobello Road – The progress on the road continues and 
while we've  probably all gotten a little used to the activity and the delays it does bring 
to mind what the finished product will bring to our community. The accessibility and 

safety will make a major difference to our area and eventually to the many visitors we have to our area. However, I think 
we should all be mindful in light of two accidents by contractors in the project of just how important our patience and     
attitude to the people working on the project should be. The other important thing to note is that the release if the DCCs 
2019/2020 Annual Plan has ensured the additional funding for part of the projects completion.  
 

Firewood Fundraising – With the removal of the trees along Portobello Road as the       
Peninsula Connection project continues the Board ensured that the wood from those 
trees be stored for future firewood fundraising projects by the community. The wood is 
open to any group raising funds for an appropriate cause. Groups will be required to 
take all  responsibility for the health and safety of their volunteers and all equipment 
and vehicles. If you’d like to raise funds from the firewood for a local project or group 
please get in  contact with myself or Lox Kellas from the Community Board.  
 

Wellers Rock – Te Umu Kuri – The Board, DCC, DoC and the Otakou Runaka has 
been working together on the management of the area. Concerns have been raised 
about inappropriate vehicle use and freedom camping activities.  To date the group 
has worked constructively together and appropriate solutions that will continue to 
allow boat launching and visiting to site agreed upon. In  coming months, more  
information will be sent out to the community and an  opportunity to see these will 
be available.  
 

Community Board - Christine Neill Retirement - It's been a pleasure to have worked 
with Christine Neill on the Community Board for the last six years. Christine has been 
a very hard worker and has contributed significantly to the running of the Board. Her 
contribution to the community has extended for many years and on behalf of the 
Board I wish her all the best. 

  

Civil Defence Meeting in Portobello - There will be a meeting for all residents to       
discuss preparedness and organisation of the community in the event of Civil        
Defence emergencies. This is vital for all residents and I urge all of you to attend. 4th 
September, 7.00pm at the Portobello Bowling Club. 
 

Short & Sweet 
Te Rauone Beach – Continued work by the committee with Port Otago & the DCC on both the reserve development and 

the coastal erosion project.  
The Board look to have managed to see changes to the Harington Point Bus service with the ORC.  
The Board has funded in this last meeting:  Hereweka Football for tournament costs, Portobello Playcentre for first aid 

training, Caselberg Trust for additional work to their studio, Broad Bay Youth Group development, Harington Point 
Gun Emplacements restoration project, Peninsula Trust illumination event and the Portobello Library 150th          
Anniversary Celebration. Well done to all of the recipients and good luck with your various projects and                
endeavours.  

The water leaks at Moerangi and Solar Terrace have been repaired, other sites are still ongoing.  
Civil Defence and the Board will be putting out a preparedness plan for the Otago Peninsula. 
Local government elections are coming up, don’t forget to register and don’t forget to vote! 

Facebook Please take the opportunity to use it if you can and share information with your friends, neighbours and whanau.  
https://www.facebook.com/pencomboard/ 

If you have any issues that you would like to raise  please don’t hesitate to contact myself or your local Board  member. 
Paul Pope  
Otago Peninsula Community Board Chairman 
paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz      (03) 4780630 or 0274668446 

https://www.facebook.com/pencomboard/


 

ROYAL ALBATROSS CENTRE AND BLUE PENGUINS PUKEKURA 
 

There are 28 albatross chicks on the headland (who are now all banded), if they all take off successfully we will be in for a 
record year. Our visitors on tour have been having superb viewing with chicks testing their wings and parents coming and 
going to feed them. 
 

Blue Penguins Pukekura have had a good start to their season with the first few nests with eggs under way. Visitors have 
been enjoying some noisy evenings and the penguins are fit, fat and rather fetching much to our  delight. 
It has also been an incredibly dry and mild winter here (which is lucky as we need a new roof!) and we are already seeing 
the first groups of red billed gulls coming and going checking out their colony nesting grounds for the coming summer     
season. 
Fun fact, did you know that a group of gulls has several names and is known as a colony, squabble, flotilla, scavenging and 
a gullery?! 
 

The Royal Albatross Centre team have also been hard at work promoting ‘Plastic Free July’ and have run several events 
including; workshops, writing competitions and photography competitions.  
There is lots of maintenance work happening with TPP erecting a new fence around Taiaroa Head Reserve and Fort       
Taiaroa is getting a paint up. Fingers crossed the weather plays in our favour and it is all completed before we welcome the 
new seasons cruise ship visitors. 
 
LOCALS’ WEEKENDS 
Have you been to see the albatross and penguins recently? We’ve got special offers (subject to availability) every weekend 
until 29 September; 

 Locals Tiki – $25pp – 3.5hr – 10.30am pick up, 11.30am 30min express tour, free time, 1pm departure for 2pm drop off. 

 Albatross Special – $15pp – 1hr Classic tour 

 Blue Penguins Pukekura Special – $15 per Adult & $10 per Child 

 Retail Offer – 25% off in our gift shop 
 

Café – Delicious Sunday Roast available $15 Ad, $10Ch bring the family! 
All offers are for LOCALS of Otago/Southland ONLY and they need to have proof of this on them to be eligible.  
Proof of ‘local status’ may be in the form of a staff ID, student ID, Dunedin Library card or bill with address etc. 
Bookings 03 4780499 reservations@albatross.org.nz 
 
GLENFALLOCH 
The wonderful team will be reopening       
Dunedin’s #1 restaurant on 21 August –          
c omplete with a stunning new deck to enjoy a 
drink and meal while enjoying the beautiful 
garden surrounds.  
Also coming up is the GLENFALLOCH NIGHT 
GARDEN 19-21 September.  
Please keep your dogs away for another    
couple of weeks as we have been doing rabbit 
control. 

Natyaloka presents  Varnam  -  Colours on September 14, 2019 6.30pm @ Kavanagh College Auditorium.  
Natyaloka will be presenting a segment inspired from the Māori myth of creation with special guest appearance 
by the incredible RASA Dance Crew! We will also be featuring a short Carnatic Music (Indian music) recital by 
Smitha Randhir. This will be followed by some beautifully choreographed performance routines by Swaroopa 
Prameela Unni in the South Indian Dance form - Bharatanatyam.  Come watch more than 40 dancers on stage!  
Tickets General admission $10; Kids (3 to 18 years) - $5  Tickets available at : https://www.trybooking.co.nz/
CGB  
Door sales also available (cash only) 
You can also find us on www.facebook.com/Natyaloka or contact Swaroopa Unni at natyalokanz@gmail.com 

mailto:reservations@albatross.org.nz
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.co.nz%2FCGB%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0XsOx4T0f76-L2wC6yVhykpWrnU0vd1WqFVsXFvfTwDvcEJjfrOdW3SEk&h=AT2C4DWdefrvMeJ3x8egmyExmLug4sRM-tLptXNw1A6Y86JCZbWpZlHN1aiFBW5REKo00oX3cjAhU1MimU63Fhi-cZxTTyZUglErUXpvMsaZCAM3
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.co.nz%2FCGB%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0XsOx4T0f76-L2wC6yVhykpWrnU0vd1WqFVsXFvfTwDvcEJjfrOdW3SEk&h=AT2C4DWdefrvMeJ3x8egmyExmLug4sRM-tLptXNw1A6Y86JCZbWpZlHN1aiFBW5REKo00oX3cjAhU1MimU63Fhi-cZxTTyZUglErUXpvMsaZCAM3
http://www.facebook.com/Natyaloka
mailto:natyalokanz@gmail.com


Museum News 
 

Thanks to those who came along to our Annual General Meeting.  It was held in our new Maritime section, which the men 
had quickly finished the day before.  The Museum Committee is the same as last year except for Paul Pope who has       
resigned.  Thanks for your contribution Paul.  The Committee is:  Warren Morris - President, Faye Webster - Treasurer,   
Laurel Dunn - Secretary and the Committee is Norm Hinton, Kevin Phillips, Nicky Topliss, Robert Morris, Aaron Phillips and 
Geoff Michael.   
John from Macandrew Bay has joined us for our Tuesday morning working bees.  The men work hard to earn their morning 
tea and it is always a good spread and thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Warren commented in his Annual Report that this year 
has been the busiest ever since the Barn went up 
Thanks again to all our supporters and volunteers.  If anyone in the community wants to become a member of the          
Museum there is a subscription of $20 per year.  Our bank account number is  06  0911  0203095 00 and don't forget to 
put your name in as a reference.  Otherwise email us to let us know you are keen to join.  Our email address is: 
theotagopeninsulamuseum@gmail.com 
Work is now going on to fill the maritime section with memorabilia from other parts of the Museum plus a couple of locally 
built yachts we hope to include as well.   
 

SMAILL FAMILY 
The Smaill family of Smaills Beach, Tomahawk feature in this Museum newsletter.  In the early days that region was       
certainly part of the Peninsula, more so than today.   
Alexnder Smaill was born in Scotland in 1849, arriving in Port Chalmers with his family on the sailing ship Strathallan     
in January 1858.  Alexander married Catherine King in 1871.  The King family arrived in Port Chalmers on the Robert    
Henderson in February 1858.  Alexander and Catherine had 7 children  In the late 1870s the Smaill 2 storied blue stone 
homestead was built.   

The home was known as Glencairn.  (Now owned by the        
Tautuku Fishing Club at Smaills Beach).   
Smaills were the centre of a small farming community in the 
area.  The family ran a dairy farm, milking 60 cows which was 
quite a size in those days.  The property remained in the Smaill 
family until 1952.   
A grandson of Alexander, Alexander Junior worked for 3 years 
designing a milking machine before he put it on the market.  It 
was simple, effective, cheap and the ease and thoroughness 
with which it can be cleaned made it very    popular.  In 1909 
Alexander Junior was the only award given to  milking             
machines at the Otago Winter Show.  
   

The eldest son of Alexander Snr - Mr and Mrs Charles Smaill 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you want to contact the Museum our email address is       
theotagopeninsulamusum@gmail.com 

Library News: 
 

Members had a meeting recently to discuss what to do for the 150th library celebrations next year.  We have set aside 
Saturday 22 February 2020 for a celebration in the Coronation Hall.  We successfully applied for funds 
from the Peninsula Community Board to help us with this.  Our thanks to them for supporting this       
momentous event.  More news closer to the time. 
The Library is situated in the Coronation Hall, Portobello and open each Thursday from 11am till 1pm.  
Dot, our Librarian, has just purchased some new books so pop along and check them out.   
New members are most welcome.   

 

Our book Portobello, a brief History  

is still selling well.  If you’d like a 

copy they are available from the 

Portobello Store or the Museum   

at a cost of $25 



 

 

A VERY BIG  

THANK YOU  

to the dedicated  

VOLUNTEERS  

who deliver our  

Newsletter  

  

 

STOP News    

 

Unfortunately, STOP has an unexpected shortfall in funding for this year’s planting. If you    
support the tree planting programme but are unable to attend planting bees, please consider 
donating money instead of time ($17.70 per hour Minimum Wage) or trees ($15.41 is the     
current price for an average tree, a stake, a fertiliser tablet, pins for weedmat and cages).  

 

Donations are tax deductible - email the 
Treasurer <stopincsoc@gmail.com> 
after depositing to request a tax receipt - 
so you can claim back a third. 
Deposits can be made at Westpac     
account, ‘Save The Otago Peninsula Inc’ 
03 0903 0595631 00. In the reference 
put your surname and Tree Donation. 
 

Working bees 
Regular half day working bees continue every Tuesday, (9.30 – 
11.30am), Thursday (10am to 12.30pm) and Sunday (10am to 
12.30pm). There are different starting points, so See the STOP   
Facebook Page (Save The Otago Peninsula - STOP- Inc Soc) for 
details or email STOP stopincsoc@gmail.com or contact Lala Frazer 
(Ph 478 0339, Text 027 8756 020).  Planting and weed-matting 

Quarantine Island Kamau Taurua Community News  
 

We were thankful for some much needed rain last month to fill our water tanks. Thanks to those who generously donated to 
our recent Give-a-little Campaign to purchase a new water tank. We raised $1,500.  
 

We had a small turn out at our Open Day on Saturday 27th July. Thanks to our two keen volunteers who helped Community 
members with planting native seedlings. Thanks also to the Sargood Bequest for funding the trees, and the DCC             
Biodiversity grant which helps us subsidise boat fares. Dunedin Rudolf Steiner School visited in July, and enjoyed an     
overnight stay, learning about the island's history, and our biodiversity project. The Marine Studies Centre continue to visit 
the island. 
 

Volunteers Wanted! We are always looking for people to help with planting, releasing, weed control, biodiversity           
monitoring, predator control, newsletter sending, website maintenance etc. Please let us know if you can help. It might be 
only once and doesn't need to be ongoing. Any little bit helps. We will give you a hand and never throw you in the          
deep-end!  
 

There is something for everyone on QIKT! From relaxing and recharging in solitude and peaceful surroundings, to learning 
about Island history and experiencing what makes the Island so special. 
 

Saturday 24th August 
Open Day- planting native seedlings, weed control, exploring and relaxing! 
 

Sunday 1st September 
QIKT Community AGM- North East Valley Community Space from 1.30pm  
(with a potluck lunch at 12.30pm) 
 

Sunday 8th September 
Port-to-Port Cruises and Wildlife Tours-relaunch/1st Birthday- visit/tours of the island 
 

Sunday 29th September  
Open Day- weed control, releasing native seedlings, exploring and relaxing! 
 

We host an Open Day on the last weekend of each month. Just a short boat ride from from Back Beach, Port Chalmers, or 
Portobello by arrangement, and we can help with carpooling. In August we will focus on planting, and weed control. All are 
welcome! We organise the boat transport so let us know in advance if you're coming. Further details on our                     
website quarantineisland.org.nz or by contacting the island Keeper at quarantineisland@gmail.com or ph 03-478-0874 

SHUKURU’S OFFICE 
 

Saturday Evening Takeaways: 
 ⚝ African Food ⚝ available from 61 Greig Street Broad Bay.  

To order your meals: phone Shukuru on 027 384 5052  
 

Orders by 10am Saturdays 
 

⚝ Maharagé - Vegan Bean Curry ⚝     ⚝ Nyama - Tanzanian Beef ⚝  
⚝ Bagia - African Green Pea Falafel ⚝  

⚝ Home-made Produce - Jams, Sauces ⚝  
⚝ Real Fruit Ice-Cream ⚝  

⚝ Coffee and Spiced African Donuts ⚝  
 

**** Also, Shukuru and her Office are available for Party Hires: Book now! **** 

mailto:stopincsoc@gmail.com
mailto:stopincsoc@gmail.com
http://quarantineisland.org.nz
mailto:quarantineisland@gmail.com


FOR  HIRE 
 

Portobello Community Inc  
have  2 x 20L Water Urns  

which are available for  
community use.   

If you wish to use these at an event 
please phone  

Christine on 4780 878 
All we ask for is  

a donation 

 

Lunch  
    Wednesday – Sunday    

from 12 noon 
 

Dinner   
          Monday—Sunday 

 

We are happy to open for  
group bookings 

 

Cafe 1908 has capacity for  
55 people  

and specialises in those  
special occasions 

Call Pauline on 4780 801   
or email    cafe1908@xtra.co.nz 

Coronation Hall  

Portobello 
 

Available for hire 
Very reasonable rates 
Phone the custodian 

4780 424 

 

CALLING YOUNG ARTISTS FROM THE PENINSULA! 
 

OPENARTS INC  
 

THE PENINSULA ARTISTS GROUP 
WOULD LOVE NEW YOUNG MEMBERS TO JOIN US! 

WE WILL GUIDE YOU IN DEVELOPING YOUR WORK. 
HOW TO PRESENT AND EXHIBIT YOUR ART AND         

EXHIBIT YOUR WORK IN OUR EXHIBITIONS. 
 

YOUTH MEMBERSHIP- $15-00 ANNUALLY. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND MEMBERSHIP FORMS 
CONTACT ROGER 

catblack.writer63@xtra.co.nz  
or call him - 478 1160 

mailto:cafe1908@xtra.co.nz
mailto:catblack.writer63@xtra.co.nz


Ric’s Galley Takeaways 
  

Award winning takeaways available  
  

Winter  Opening Hours   
Thurs,  Fri,  Sat,    5pm—7:30 

  

A choice of five varieties of fish every night 
with local favourites Blue Cod, Tarakihi, 

Sole,    Elephant, and fish bites  
  

We also do Gluten-Free Baked Blue Cod  
  

Phone 4780 105 to order your takeaways. 
  

Vegetarian and Seafood Baskets available  
Unique Latham Bay Burgers—choice of  

Fish, Meat, Chicken and Vegetarian 
  

  

eftpos  available 

  

12 things to do   
Portobello area Bucket List 

  

Walk to the top of Harbour Cone 

Walk to the Pyramids and Victory Beach 

Paddle in the Pacific at Allans Beach 
Photograph the Aurora from Hoopers Inlet 

Explore the tunnels near Taiaroa Head 

Take a walk with your sweetheart  
to Lovers Leap 

Go fishing at the Portobello jetty 

Explore our heritage at the local Museum 
Visit our local cemetery 

Paddle over to Pudding Island 

Follow the local Heritage Walk 
Bike or walk the new track to Broad Bay 

 

Volunteer with a local organistion 
- they need your help. 

  

Share your winning stories with us.  
Email:  pbocomm.inc@gmail.com 

Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group 
 

We’re so lucky to live on the Otago Peninsula, with such a wide biodiversity of native animals and plants.  These include 
birds such as tūī, bellbird and kereū that visit our gardens, but also a huge range of other creatures like skinks, geckos and 
invertebrates.  And, of course, we have both the native plants in the wild areas, and the plants that we’ve chosen to grow 
in our own gardens.  
  
We’ve known that possums eat plants since they were introduced in the 1800s, but in 1993 we discovered that possums 
also eat animals when they were filmed eating eggs and baby birds. As we keep removing the possums from the Peninsula, 
we’re keen to see whether there is an increase in bird life so, in spring, volunteers all over the Peninsula put on their walk-
ing books, find a note book and head out to monitor the birds. They do this by walking a set route called a line, jotting 
down every species of bird that they see or hear.  It’s a great excuse to get out for a spring stroll, and the data collected is 
incredibly valuable.  We also get professionals to monitor the plants and other creatures, 
and together all these data show us whether we’re making a measurable difference.   
 

We’re always looking for new monitoring volunteers so if you’re interested, please      
contact us on either volunteers@opbg.nz or secretary@opbg.nz. And, as always, if you’ve 
got possums in your garden, don’t forget the “Report a Possum” button on our website 
http://www.predatorfreepeninsula.nz/. 

Hi from the Penguin Cafe. 
 

Justin and Michelle would like to extend an invitation  
to all to a games evening on the  

3rd September from 6 pm to 8 pm. 
 

For all ages. Come along for a coffee and some fun. 
 

Please feel free to bring along your own board games to 
enjoy as well. 

mailto:volunteers@opbg.nz
mailto:secretary@opbg.nz
http://www.predatorfreepeninsula.nz/


Pilates at Portobello 

 

  

Everyone is welcome, most conditions/pain/injuries can be worked with  
so please call/email me if you wish to consider joining.  

ENROLL NOW!! 

 $120 for the term          $15  casual rate 
 

Penny      Ph. 027 464 9180      pennykershaw@gmail.com 

 Get your body moving correctly       Increase strength, flexibility and muscle tone         Help prevent osteoporosis and fallsIm-
prove core and pelvic floor strength                Decrease pain and tension                                      Feel relaxed and well 

Breathe correctly (very important for many reasons)                                   Have fun and give your body some new challenges 

Take some out just for you!                 Come along and join our relaxed and fun movement class 

 

Otakou Golf Club 
 

Golf Course Road, Otakou.        
P.O Box 1232  

Dunedin    
Email:  

otakougolf@paradise.net.nz 

ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE from Olly's laptop 
 

Actually that's not true.   This does not come from Olly's laptop – it comes from Olly's head … well actually from my thoughts – which 
I'm putting down via my laptop - to be honest.   Last month an articles appeared in the ODT on the inside front page quoting me as 
saying Dunedin could be a city of peace.   I did a public lecture at the Otago University which is celebrating its 150 th Anniversary this 
year.   My lecture was sponsored by the National Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies which celebrates its 10 th Anniversary so I felt 
very privileged to be given an opportunity to talk about our ancient Maori philosophy which was almost completely lost through an Act 
of Parliament - the Tohunga   Suppression Act 1907.   It meant that all Tohunga were banned from practising their specialised skills and 
knowledge.   By the time it was revoked in 1962 much of the traditional knowledge was lost.   Some of my people kept it up  however 
and I was  fortunate enough to be a recipient of that knowledge.   I now pass what knowledge I know on to whoever is interested be 
they Maori or non Maori.    
My comment that Dunedin could be a city of Peace is one I believe could be possible.   We have a Peace rock – a monument which was 
dedicated in 1987 to Te Whiti O Rongomai and his people of Taranaki.   He was the world's first       person to lead his people against 
the might of the British Empire using passive resistance.   The Government of the day wanted their land back in the 1860's.   For      
resisting, they were   arrested and brought from the north island to build the rock walls and the causeway across Andersons Bay.    
At night they were locked up in caves opposite the Vauxhall Boat sheds.   The monument is viewed as a one of 
shame.   However it can also be viewed as one to be proud of and to be celebrated.   It is a visual apology by the               
Government and the city of Dunedin to the Taranaki people and stands as a visual confirmation of PEACE and Good 
will.   I can't help   wondering if the National Centre for Peace and Conflict    Studies was set up here - guided by the 
spirits of those first  passivists.      Have a great day! 

5.45pm-6.45pm Mondays @ Portobello Hall 
Fully internationally qualified and experienced Pilates Instructor  

mailto:otakougolf@paradise.net.nz


 



Peninsula PlumbersPeninsula Plumbers 

 2004 Limited 

Contact Reuben  

0274 144 741 or A/H 478 0764 

 
Toilets 

 
Taps 

  
Laundry 

 
Kitchens 

 
Bathrooms 

  
Alterations 

 
Maintenance 

‘A local plumber for local people’ 

 

Badminton 
The Portobello Indoor Recreation Club at the Coronation Hall  

Starting 7.00pm for Badminton games. 
 

The local club is in desperate need of some new members as we only have a merry few attending each Sunday 
night.  The club is in its 57th year having started back in 1963.  Many local celebrities have passed through the 

club, starting as a junior member and gaining experience to playing interclub at Dunedin’s badminton hall. 
So come along - we’d love to have more people here to give badminton a go. 

 

We do ask that players be from High School age. 
Adults: only $2.00 per night, High School/ University students:  only $1.00 

After three nights playing you can join the club following an annual subscription.  
If you have any questions, please contact  

Geoff Sheridan on 03 4780 688 

TASTE OF TANZANIA:    African Dinner and Dance     
 

Portobello Coronation Hall  -  Saturday September 7th, 5pm 

You asked for it and now Shukuru is cooking again… and this time the tickets are on sale to the public! 
 

Experience all the flavours of Africa through drumming, traditional Tanzanian dishes, and a guest speaker.  
All for only $25 per ticket per adult (primary school kids and under go free, but we will be selling ice cream!).  

And, while you enjoy the festivities your ticket price will also be giving hope and joy to Kelema Primary School by 
providing teaching and learning resources that will make a very real change in the lives of over 900 children and 

teachers, not to forget the positive impact of this radiating throughout Kelema Village.  

 
If you want to support Shukuru and this charity work in any other way, she will of course continue to gratefully 

accept any further support offered by her wonderful Peninsula community. 
For updates, keep an eye on the Broad Bay Community Centre or the  

Otago Peninsula Bulletin Board Facebook groups. 
 

For ticket sales, or any offers of help, please contact Shukuru via text or call: 027 384 5052  



Candidate Statement  
I am standing for the Otago Peninsula Community Board. 
I love living on the Peninsula and have a long family history with this 
area.  I am passionate about building connected and supportive        
communities where families and individuals feel safe, engaged and can 
thrive. There are many wonderful community initiatives that need     
support and collaboration with local government.  
While celebrating our quality of life and the natural environment, we 
also need to protect and monitor challenges to them. I believe the   
community knows best how to create opportunities and how to come 
up with its own solutions. 
A strong well-functioning community and city are important to me.         
I want to focus on our amazing assets as well as represent and            
advocate for the concerns of locals. 
I bring extensive experience in community development, strong        

organisational skills and a background in management and governance.  

Also I   am practical, energetic and dedicated. Jane Clutha  

 

A Reminder to Dog Walkers: 

 

Please can we be more diligent about  disposing of DOG POO 
on our lovely   footpaths. The paths are there to be    enjoyed by 
all and it is very    unattractive to find piles of dog poo on and   
beside the path and also on Hatchery Road. 
Please dispose of your dog's poo   responsibly. Always   carry a 
bag to pick it up with. If caught    without a 
bag, kick it out of sight and or   cover it  up 
and collect next time.  Please also educate 
your children about dealing       responsibly 
with what your dog might leave behind.  



The cheese demolishment 
 

“Follow me ” said a voice. I walked towards the strange girl and followed her into my school which was pretty 
weird. I couldn't see her face because of all the darkness, all I could see was her silhouette walking to a       
classroom. I followed her, “What's your name?” she asked.  
“Iriess Hatcherson” I replied shuddering with wonder. 
 

She pulled a lever and a secret passage appeared behind a painting. She walked down the passage, I did not 
know what to do so I followed her. There were torches and I could see the girl only looked about 1.75 metres tall. 
She had coal black hair and olive skin. After about 5 minutes we walked into a room. It had candles, different  
animal skulls and fur. My mind was exploding with caution and puzzlement.  
 

The girl was looking through some boxes when I asked “Who are you?” She stopped for a moment, turned 
around and took off her hood.  “I am the master cheese eater, the one and only. I may be young but the taste of 
cheese has taken me”. 
 I did think that she was crazy because of all the skulls, cheese and candles. She took some camembert and put 
some in my hands. I looked down at it and looked back up to her.  
 “What do I do with it?” I asked.  
The Master cheese eater started laughing.  
“It’s cheese.  What do you think you do with it?”  
I looked at her, ”What's your real name?” She stopped laughing. “My name is Athena. But people call me the 
master cheese eater but I am also the god of wisdom.” I started laughing because I did not believe she was the 
god of wisdom. 
 “I mainly get called the master cheese eater because I eat a lot of cheese, I have a world record.” I took a bite of 
cheese and suddenly the room went dark. I couldn't see Athena anymore and I fell on the ground and felt lost.  
 

I woke up in my bedroom.  My mum was telling me to get ready for school. I got dressed and knew that Athena 
must have been a dream, it had to be, so opened the door and froze. Right outside my bedroom door there was 
a whole block of brie, and sitting on top of the cheese was a note. I picked it up and read. It just said one word. 
“Enjoy. MCE”  
 

Te Waipunahau Te Aika   -   Portobello School 



 
 

If you need a copy of the 478  

Local Phone Book,  

they are available from  

Portobello Store for only  $10 

Integrity.   Real-world Experience.   Empathetic. Practical.   Public-spirited.   Analytical. 
Dunedin needs strong sensible leadership both inspiring and realistic. 
Imagine Dunedin regaining its status as New Zealand’s First City... I believe we have the ability to climb back to 
the top of New Zealand’s awareness. This will ensure receiving our due share of Central Government funding 
and consideration plus spark our economy. We have a great city - let’s make it strong again! 
I want to help create a more prosperous and liveable city for all of us. My strong business, tourism, heritage,   
environmental and council background will enable me to contribute to wise decision making. Dunedin needs 
Councillors with real skills and insights evaluating options to make good decisions for us all. 
Experience: Commerce Degree Economics, Family Business Larnach Castle; 7 years Council Economic         
Development Unit, charitable conservation trust; voluntary governance roles. My Council knowledge enables     
in–depth understanding and ability to hit the ground running. 

 
Wise words of Sir Tom Hopkinson written on the wall outside the 

University College in Cardiff, Wales.  He was the  
founding director of the Centre for Journalism Studies there. 

 
“A free press is the most watchful sentry of the state. 

   
A ’yes’ press is fatal to good government.” 



Jim is available every Wednesday in our Portobello clinic to assess, treat and rehabilitate your injuries 
and assist you back to health.  At IHO we use structural and functional Osteopathy and Physiotherapy, 
as well as Cranial Osteopathy and  Digestive Health care to maximise your positive outcomes.  
A full biomechanical assessment, personalised rehabilitation programme and where needed orthotic  
prescription are all available at both our clinics.  
Xceed Fitness provides special rates for IHO clients and have kindly provided our Portobello clinic with  
a treadmill, static bike and free weights. Many clients have already experienced our new facilities and 
feel it is a great asset to the services we   provide our local community. 
If you’re based in town during the week, you could always visit us at our Maori Hill clinic where our 
team of Osteopaths and Physiotherapists are more than happy to assist you with your treatment 
needs. 

 

Coronation Hall Opening Hours:  
  

Wednesdays 8am - 5pm 
 

Jim  Webb 
Osteopath/Physiotherapist 

 

By appointment only  
enquiries@integratedhealthotago.co.nz 

 

  

Peninsula  Garden  Services 
 

Lawns and 
 general garden maintenance 

 

Phone  03 478 1257 
 

or  020 4037 4200 

    

        PORTOBELLO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Harington Point Road, Portobello 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

We are still open.  We meet on the first three Sundays of each 
month at 10 am.  An up-to-date notice is always      displayed on 
the  window.  On the first Sunday of each month Jane Cox leads 
worship  On the second Sunday we all take part.  On the third 
Sunday a visiting minister leads us and on the last      Sunday we 
visit other churches. When there is a fifth   Sunday we go to 
Pukehiki Community Church 
  

Come and join us. 
  

Our Toy Library is open every Sunday 
morning from 10:30 - 12:30 

At the Domain Pavillion, 



The other Portobello  -   is a coastal suburb of Edinburgh in eastern central Scotland. It lies three miles  to 

the east of the city centre, facing the Firth of Forth.  Although historically it was a town in its own right, it is     
officially a residential suburb of Edinburgh. The promenade fronts onto a wide sandy beach.   
The land was used as pasture for cattle by the monks of Holyrood Abbey.  In 1296, William Wallace mustered 
forces on the nearby moor in a campaign that led to the Battle of Dunbar, and in 1650 it was the supposed scene 
of a secret meeting between Oliver Cromwell and Scottish leaders  
By the 18th century, it had become a haunt of seamen and smugglers. A cottage was built in 1742 on what is 
now the High Street by a seaman called George Hamilton, who had served under Admiral Edward Vernon in the 
1739 capture of Porto Bello, Panama, and who named the cottage Portobello Hut in honour of the victory. By 
1753 there were other houses around it. The cottage remained intact until 1851, when it became a hostelry for 
travellers known as the Shepherd's Ha'.  
Around 1763 a valuable bed of clay was discovered near the burn, and a brick and tile works built beside the 
stream. Later, an earthenware pottery factory was built, and the local population grew into a thriving village. 
An advertisement for bathing machines for hire on Portobello beach appeared in the Edinburgh Evening Courant 
of 11 June 1795.  It says “the bathing machines have steady horses and careful drivers, and the bathing sands are 
perfectly free from stones and "danders", the water clear and the beach very retired.”  
Portobello Sands were used at that time by the Edinburgh Light Horse for drill practice. Walter Scott was their 
quartermaster. The Scots Magazine in 1806 noted that the lands were "a perfect waste covered almost entirely 
with whins or furze". Portobello grew into a bathing resort, and in 1807 new salt-water baths were erected at a 
cost of £5,000.   In 1822, a visit of King George IV to Scotland organized by Scott included a review of troops and 
Highlanders held on the sands, with spectators crowding the dunes.  
Portobello became industrialized in the 19th century, manufacturing bricks ("Portobello brick"), glass, lead,     
paper, pottery, soap and mustard.   In 1833, the town was made a burgh, but then in 1896 was incorporated into 
Edinburgh by Act of Parliament. In 1901, Portobello Baths were opened on The Promenade overlooking the 
beach. These, now known as Portobello Swim Centre, include one of only three remaining public Turkish baths in 
Scotland.   Between 1846 and 1964, a railway station provided access for visitors to the resort, whose facilities 
came to include a large open-air swimming pool, heated by waste from the power station. The actor Sean      
Connery once worked there as a lifeguard.   The pool was closed in 1979.  
Portobello Pier was a pleasure pier open from  May 1871 until the start of the First World War. It was 1,250 feet  
long with a restaurant and observatory at the end.   The iron supports eventually rusted away and the pier was 
demolished as uneconomic to repair in 1917.  
Portobello Town Hall became redundant when Portobello became part of Edinburgh. The building was converted 
into a cinema in 1912.    As cinemas retreated in the 1970s, the building returned to council ownership and      
regained its name of Portobello Town Hall and is now a venue for local functions.  
Portobello's peak as a resort in the late 19th century gave way to slow decline through the 20th century. By the 
1960s, it had become an area of amusement arcades and permanent funfair attractions. From the 1980s these 
gradually disappeared, and by the end of the 20th century the Promenade had hardly any attractions specific to 
a seaside location.  
The 21st century has seen the emergence of community activities, such as community gardens, a  local food   
market, youth theatre, and culture and music..  The beach hosts regular beach volleyball tournaments. Other 
community activities focus more on the sea, namely sailing, rowing and kayaking.  The swimming water was 
classed as "sufficient" in a 2019 survey, a small improvement on the previous year, when dolphins were sighted 
off the coast.  There is also a ‘wild swimmers' club that has been braving the waves throughout the year since 
2010.   Meanwhile a warmer alternative is provided by the Turkish Baths in Portobello Swim Centre.  

Portobello beach 1900 Portobello beach 2019 
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Interest free loans: 
 

The Moray Foundation Trust is an interest free loan charity that loans up to $5,000.00 dollars to families and individuals 
for health, welfare, education and budget balancing through debt consolidation. The Foundation has been established 
since 1993; Each small re-payment from our clients’ has gone into the pocket of another over the last 24 years. Creating 
the incredible circumstance that the foundation has loaned over 1 million in Otago; this amount is purely from the small 
initial seed funding that we still have invested.  
To be eligible for a loan you must: work with a Budget Adviser for a referral, be committed to debt repayment, be able to 
make payments required and stay working with the Budget Advisory Service for the duration of loan repayment.  
So if you feel that this is the solution for your circumstances, please make an appointment to register with a Budget      
Advisory Service today.  
 

www.morayfoundationtrust.org.nz  
 

Donations always appreciated. 

 
Term 3 is well underway at Portobello school and   
students and staff are enjoying taking part in a wide 
range of different learning opportunities. Our term   
focus is globalisation and students in all classrooms 
are learning about the important role New Zealand 
plays in the global world, how important events impact 
on other countries and how we are connected to other 
countries.  

 

At the start of Term 3 we welcomed back Mrs Candy Christensen who returned from maternity leave and is now back in 
Junior Whanau teaching our youngest students. Mrs Cheryl Agnew is now teaching Year 2 students each morning in 
Room 5. 
 

Late in Term 2 we held a great Matariki Breakfast which was attended by many members of our school community.      
We also held an Outrageous Outfit day to raise money for the Mental Health Foundation; the charity that parent Michele 
Venables is raising money for on her trip to walk the Inca Trail in Peru.  
 

At the start of Term 3 many family/whanau attended interviews, reflecting on Term 1 and 2 learning and setting goals for 
Term 3 and 4. Junior Whanau also enjoyed a visit recently from the Playcentre. A highlight of the week for some students 
is visiting the Book Bus which comes to our school every Wednesday. Junior Whanau recently visited Clare Ryan’s    
Donkey Farm at Harwood. This was a great morning out and children learnt how to care for different animals on a farm 
and how to be safe around these animals. They enjoyed brushing, feeding and petting the ponies and donkeys. 
 

Term 3 is an action packed term in The Arts at our school with all students involved in the Peninsula Art Exhibition (13-16 
August at Heron Hall, Bayfield High School) and our Stars on Stage Performance (26-28 September at the Regent). 
Many students are also involved in our Polyfest Performance which will take place at the Edgar Centre during the week of 
9-13 September. 
 

On the sporting front students enjoyed running in our school cross country recently. A group of students also represented 
our school at the Ariki Cup. Two teams continue to represent our school in the Dunedin Netball competition.  
 

Our Year 7 and 8 students have been busy recently with High School open days and Wellington Camp fundraising.     
Students recently spent a day making soup and scones for older citizens in our community. After making these students 
visited the homes of older citizens and spent time getting to know some of them and hearing about the community we live 
in.  Year 7 and 8 students also enjoyed a fascinating visit to Natural History New Zealand where they learnt about the 
production process involved in making a documentary or series. Students were amazed by the many parts involved in the 
process and how long each part of the process took to complete. 
 

Our Enviro Group have been working hard around the school on environmental projects. At the end of Term 2 the group 
worked with STOP (Save the Otago         Peninsula) to complete some riparian planting. A large number of trees will be     
planted in coming weeks in our tree reserve which is very exciting. Our senior class will soon be working with the Cross 
Family from       Roselle Farm to undertake a restoration  
project at Granton Creek. 
 

We are excited to see the Disability  Bathroom                  
progressing and are looking forward to the  completion  of 
this project. 
 

Our caretaker Bruce Callister will retire from his       position 
at the end of Term 3. If you are interested in being our new  
caretaker please contact Mel Jewiss at the school for further 
information.  Applications for this    position will close on  
Friday 30 August. Please see ad in this newsletter for more 
information. 
 

To find out more about our great school or to  organise a 

visit please contact our school office by phoning 4780605 

or emailoffice@portobello.school.nz 
Students from Portobello School held an 'Outrageous Outfit Day' 

to raise money for the Mental Health Foundation 
 

http://www.morayfoundationstrust.org.nz/


Age Concern Otago 

Falls Prevention Programme 
            For men and women 65+  

      

              Portobello Bowling Club  
    Steady As You Go

© 

 

     Strength & balance exercise class  -  Mondays 10 am 
       

 

    Tai Chi Classes      -   Mondays & Thursdays 1.30 pm 

       
 

   Enquires: Margaret Dando 477-1040 Ext 702 

Thanks to Jo and friends at  
Warehouse Stationery,  

South Dunedin for the great  
printing they do for us. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

If you are new to the  Portobello area    

Keep those possum reports coming in. 
Dead or alive,  let us know.   
Email: Brenda at  
  

possums@opbg.nz 



  

Peninsula Medical Centre 
 

 12 Allans Beach Road 
 

Portobello 
  

4780 880 
 
We’ve had a very busy winter with 

colds, coughs and flu.  
  

A timely reminder of the  
importance of good hand washing 
and covering coughs and sneezes.  

 

 Please keep your bugs to yourself 

Euchre Night 
 

7.30 Each Tuesday night at 
Scott Hall,  

Harwood Street, Harwood. 
 

All welcome  
Around two hours of  

absolute fun for only $4   
 

 Simply just turn up or 
phone  03 478 1222  

for more information 

ARE YOU AN ARTIST  

A POTTER A SCULPTOR A CERAMACIST A PRINTMAKER A CARVER  A PHOTOGRAPHER 
 

LOOKING FOR A WAY OF FURTHER EXPRESSING AND EXPANDING YOUR ARTISTIC IMAGE? 

JOIN OPENARTS INC “PENINSULA ARTISTS” WE WOULD LOVE YOU TO BECOME A MEMBER!  

WE ARE AN ACTIVE ENERGETIC ECLECTIC GROUP OF EXHIBITING ARTISTS 
INCORPORATING ALL OF THE ABOVE AND MORE! 

 

For more information PLEASE CONTACT  Roger Weston – Chairman 

Catblack.writer63@xtra.co.nz    or phone. 478 1160 

mailto:Catblack.writer63@xtra.co.nz


Portobello Community Inc  
President:  Wayne Cameron—Treasurer: Christine Neill — Secretary: Nicki Topliss   

Newsletter  Editor: Brenda Cameron — Deputy Chair: Geoff Sheridan 
   Committee:  Ruth Seeney, Davinia Thornley, Sandra Clearwater, Richard Steentjes,  

        Michael Lascarides,  Lyn Sheridan,  Paul Pope, Dan Parker, Felix Dickson, Des Hudson 
   Meetings held every 3rd Tuesday of the month.     Coronation Hall Kitchen,  7.30pm  

All welcome 

 

DIARY DATES TO NOTE 
 

Food Truck Night - Friday 6th September at 5pm - Coronation Hall  
Taste of Tanzania African Dinner & Dance - Saturday 7th September 5pm - Coronation Hall  

Pilates  -  Every Monday from 5:45pm - 6:45pm. Coronation Hall 
Steady As You Go  - Every Monday 10am. -   Portobello Bowling Club 

Tai Chi - Every Monday & Thursday 1:30pm   Portobello Bowling Club 
Portobello Library,  -  Coronation Hall  -  Every Thursday 11am  -  1pm 

Otago Peninsula Museum - open every Sunday 12:30pm - 3:30pm 

Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of Portobello Community Incorporated or it’s advertisers. 


