
 NEWSLETTER                            

AUGUST  2018 

 A Publication from Portobello Community     
Incorporated.      www.portobello.org.nz 

KEEP DUNEDIN BEAUTIFUL AWARDS 2018 
 

Congratulations to  Richard Steentjes, Ruth Seeney      
and Sandra Clearwater who, under the umbrella of              
Portobello Community Inc. gained 3rd Place in the      
Taylor Community Pride Awards 2018. This was for all 
their work in making the planter boxes and organizing 
the plantings which are scattered around Portobello     
Village to beautify the area. They also  received a cheque 
for  $50.00 to go towards more plants. It was really nice 
to see all their hard work acknowledged with this award.  
 

Olivia Charles from Hoopers Lodge received a ‘Merit’ 
Award for keeping Allans Beach and the Car Park clear of 
rubbish and removing graffiti from signage.  
 

Christine Neill  received a ‘Merit’ Award for keeping the 
Recycling Depot at Hoopers Inlet Hall tidy.  Well done 
Christine. 
 

Recognition of your dedication to the beautification and 
enhancement  of our local environment is well deserved.  

Olivia said  “In conjunction with the   Duke of              
Edinburgh Bronze Award, I chose to adopt cleaning 
up Allan's Beach as my service to the community.  
This clean up included picking up rubbish on the 
beach and the  carpark as well as removing  graffiti.  
 

I was nominated for a Keep Dunedin Beautiful Award 
by the Otago Peninsula  Community Board Chairman, 
Paul Pope, and at the awards ceremony I received an 
award for the clean up.”   
  

Great work Olivia.  Olivia collecting rubbish from the  
Allans Beach carpark 

http://www.portobello.org.nz


 

   Chairman’s Corner 
 

Our last Winter newsletter and roll on Spring. It has been a         
relatively quiet year with Portobello Inc but we did manage to pick 
up a couple of awards in the last week. Congratulations to all those 
recipients at the Keep Dunedin Beautiful awards 2018.  
It’s very exciting to see the arrival soon of Port to Port Cruisers. 
This will hopefully inject some welcome new tourist and other  

traffic   towards our local businesses.   It will be great to see the old ticket office at the jetty being used again as a 
ticket office.   Let’s jump on board with this new venture and enjoy the services on offer.   A warm welcome to our 
new policeman Aaron Smith and we look forward to seeing Aaron out and about in our neighborhood.  
A big thank you to all the local businesses big and small who help sponsor the printing and distribution of our local 
newsletter by advertising in this.  It is never our intention to fill the newsletter up with advertising articles, but     
without the support of our advertisers we would not have a local newsletter, so please support them.  
Our new local Heritage Trail brochure will soon be out and the 1908 Café has now been included for the up and   
coming tourist season.   If you haven’t already done this short walk then now is the time.   A leisurely stroll around 
the local heritage buildings with lots of history on the wall pictures of each building featured is not a bad way to 
spend an hour or so.   Thank you to all those of you who have been involved in this venture 
 

Wayne Cameron 

News from the Otago Peninsula Community Board 
 

The mornings are starting to get a little lighter as we inch closer to spring and relief from the 
winter.   Like me I’m sure that you’re all looking forward to a new season.  
Peninsula Connection - Portobello Road - The contractors are now fully into the widening of 
the road between Portobello and Broad Bay. At our last Board meeting the contractor        
reported that 70% of the infilling had been completed, by now they have gone well past that 
point. Just a reminder that we have a long way to go with this project and the road              
disruptions will continue for quite a while. Everyone needs to be patient and careful as they 
make their way through the site.  

Overhanging vegetation 
Just another reminder about keeping trees and other plants clear of roads and footpaths to keep things safe for pedestrians 
and make sure drivers can see what’s ahead. 
It’s a good time of year to check the plants on your boundary and cut back anything that is obstructing footpaths or roads. 
The DCC maintains street trees it has planted and deals with noxious weeds or unsafe vegetation on the road.   Property 
owners are responsible for all vegetation on their land.  
 

Otago Peninsula Community Board – Student Ambassador Scholarship 
Otago Peninsula Community Board Scholarships In August 2009, the Otago Peninsula Community Board (OPCB) set up two 
annual scholarships each of $500. These are available to students who are: 

 In years 9-13 of full time high school study. 

 Live on the Otago Peninsula within the Community Board area. 
The Student Ambassador Scholarships have been created to assist secondary school aged pupils living in the OPCB area, to 
participate in; 

 leadership opportunities 

 specialised courses that further the students education, interests, recreation or sport 

 events that that further the students education, interests, recreation or sport  
Applications can be downloaded from the Board's page on the Council website. http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/your-council/
community-boards/otago-peninsula  
Applications should be addressed to the Otago Peninsula Community Board and emailed to pam.jordan@dcc.govt.nz or post-
ed to c/o Dunedin City Council, PO Box 5045, Dunedin 9058 
 

Otago Regional Council Navigational Safety Bylaw Consultation 
The Otago Regional Council is looking at maritime management to manage risks and ensure good practice. They have a pro-
posed bylaw and all interested people should have a say on this issue. Submissions close on the 20th August and can be done 
online or in writing. For more information go to https://yoursay.orc.govt.nz/navsafetybylaw 
 

If you have any issues that you would like to raise or discuss please don’t hesitate to contact myself or your local Board  
member 
Paul Pope  
Otago Peninsula Community Board Chairman 
paul.peninsula@xtra.co.nz      (03) 4780630 or 0274668446 

http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/your-council/community-boards/otago-peninsula
http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/your-council/community-boards/otago-peninsula
https://yoursay.orc.govt.nz/navsafetybylaw


 

NEW MANAGEMENT MODEL AT TAIAROA HEAD/PUKEKURA 
 

The Pukekura Reserves Co-Management Trust was set up in 2015 by four founding parties, Dunedin City Council, Department 
of Conservation, Te Rūnanga o Ōtākou and Korako Karetai Trust.  The new trust, comprising eight trustees (two from each of 
the founding parties), is responsible for overseeing and coordinating the implementation of a previously agreed management 
plan for the headland. As is widely appreciated, Taiaroa Head, whose older name is Pukekura, is a landmark of huge cultural, 
historical, tourism and wildlife significance to the city and manawhenua.  
  

Known as Te Pōari a Pukekura (TPP), the trust has been working through priorities in the management plan, including new 
signage and fencing redevelopment.  Both of these projects are under way. The TPP Board has also provided financial support 
for the DOC management of the royal albatross colony.   
The purpose of the headland’s management plan is to provide a consistent management and policy framework for the       
reserves and ensure that any development and enhancement does not conflict with reserve values.  
 
The TPP Board works closely on projects with the Otago   
Peninsula Trust (OPT), which operates commercial tours  
from the Royal Albatross Centre at Pukekura.  
To help meet its new responsibilities, the TPP Board receives 
the DOC annual concession activity fee from the OPT’s guided 
tours – revenue that can only be reinvested in Pukekura 
amenities and services for the benefit and wellbeing of the 
reserves and in accordance with the purpose and guiding 
principles of the management plan. 
 

The TPP Secretary is Fiona Harrison and she is contactable 

either by mobile phone 021 798 908  

or by email    fiona.david@xtra.co.nz 

OTAGO PENINSULA TRUST 
 

Royal Albatross Centre. We hope everyone has received their free coffee card in their mailbox – we’d love you to 
come visit us at the Royal Albatross Centre and enjoy our hospitality. If you haven’t received a card email            
sophie@albatross.org.nz and we’ll get one delivered. During August we have a local’s special $10 tours for the    
albatross. It’s a great chance to see the chicks before they fledge, they are so huge, some over 11kg – they are 
starting to practice harder strengthening their wings for the big OE next month. Book 034780499 or                       
reservations@albatross.org.nz  
 
Blue Penguins Pukekura. On Tuesday 31 July our little penguins laid the first egg of the season. This early pair was 
very busy last season and had raised four chicks. Theirs were some of the very last ones that fledged from Pilots 
Beach at the end of March and they did not need supplementary feeding. This pair has now moulted and fuelled up 
for a couple of months and are obviously thinking conditions are good enough to start the next round. Good luck to 
them! 
 
Glenfalloch Night Garden 19, 20,21 September . Pop this in your diary as a lovely start to Spring. Spend an         
enchanted evening exploring the illuminated wonders of the Glenfalloch Night Garden where spring blossoms and 
sparkle combine for a magical experience. We’re still looking for local artists to display sculpture –   
contact glenda@albatross.org.nz  
 
Glenfalloch Restaurant. Don’t forget our Local’s Night. Every Thursday we have free BYO with dinner – come and 
try our Famous “Trust the Chef” menu . Glenfalloch is still Dunedin’s #1 Restaurant on Tripadvisor!  
 

Open: Weds-Sun 9.30am-3.30pm coffees/lunches.  
Thu-Sat from 5.30pm dinner/drinks.  

 
Hosting visitors? Let us know if you need a stick of 
Otago Peninsula brochures with the useful map on.  
03 478 0499 
 
Want a worthy cause? We’d love you to join the    
Otago Peninsula Trust we’re NZ’s first private        
charitable conservation trust (1967) committed to 
‘Preserving and Enhancing Otago Peninsula”.  
Ph 476 1775 

mailto:fiona.david@xtra.co.nz
mailto:sophie@albatross.org.nz
mailto:reservations@albatross.org.nz
mailto:glenda@albatross.org.nz
http://otagopeninsulatrust.co.nz/




Portobello Volunteer Fire Brigade  
 
 
 

 
Annual Quiz Night 

 

Time to mark your calendar. The Portobello Volunteer Fire Brigade will be holding its annual Quiz night at the     
Portobello Coronation Hall on 15 September at 7.30 pm. 
 

Some Statistics 
 

The Brigade hold its 54 annual General Meeting last month. In emergency responses the brigade had a record 97 
callouts just 68 calls last year.   Over half the calls  being medical related.  3 Property Fires, 6 Motor vehicle,            
9 Vegetation/3 Rubbish/8 Special Service/16 false Alarms. 

 

Brigade 
 

The Brigade has taken on 4 new Members and these members are now training and will soon be qualified to attend 
callouts. Then will attend a ST Johns First Responder course to bring the Brigade back to full  strength. 
 

Chief Fire Officer 
Greg Dickson  

Portobello Library News 
   

 
 

The Portobello Library is open each Thursday morning 
11am till 1pm in the Coronation Hall, Portobello.  

We have lots of great books to take away and 
read.  Book hire is 20 cents per book.   

 
To join membership is initially $5  

and free from then on.   
Thanks to Dot, our  

Librarian, and her helpers  
for opening up each week.   

Pop in and check us out. 

Coastguard News: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently the Coastguard had a very beneficial  exercise with the      
Dunedin Search and Rescue Unit organised by the Police,  It involved 
the search for some missing people and a kayak off the Matanaka 
(Waikouaiti) area. 
  

With Coastguard in charge on the water and 4 other boats helping we 
did 3 different grid searches which proved successful in finding the 
missing people  The Coastguard then helped the Surf Club with 
their  IRB in a heli-vac of the rescued people.  This was a great training    
exercise in trying sea conditions.  A bonus was   the sighting of a    
Southern Right Whale.   
 

Tuesday night training has been going really well with an evening trip 
to the upper harbour to get familiar with all the lights of the city     
shining in the water along with the harbour channel lights.  
We have two new members joined up which is great bonus for our 
group.   
We have a Facebook page now so check out all our photos etc on that. 



Museum News: 
 

We recently held our AGM and were thrilled that 21 people came along.  Our Committee of Warren Morris (President),   
Laurel Dunn (Secretary), Faye Webster (Treasurer), Kevin Phillips, Robert Morris, Aaron Phillips, Paul Pope and Norm Hinton 
have been joined by Nicki Topliss and Geoff Michael.  Welcome.  After the meeting  Warren took some folk down to the Barn 
to explain what alterations are happening and others were shown some very early photos of Portobello.  Supper and a good 
chat followed. 
 
Tuesday morning working bees have continued with great progress going on in the Barn area.  All our saddlery items are be-
ing oiled and this has made a great difference and put a bit of life into them again after many years of not being used.   We 
have Sonya, Nicola and Judy who have volunteered to help with Sunday duty.  Thanks to  everyone who helps out with this.   
We seem to be getting more and more folk from both New Zealand and overseas calling in to research their  families.  Please 
think about giving us a copy of your family tree if they have ever lived or still live on the Peninsula.  In years to come this 
could be very useful.  We are often the first port of call for people who want some info and photos.   
We are open Sundays 12.30 – 3.30pm or email us at   theotagopeninsulamuseum@gmail.com 
 
Our book “Portobello – A Brief History” continues to sell and this is a good fund raiser for the Museum.  Copies are available 
at the Portobello Shop for $25.  Thanks to the shop for their continued support of this. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Rev Johan F. REIMENSCHNEIDER -  (Lutheran Minister/Missionary) 
 

Born in Bremen, North Germany in 1817, the Rev arrived in Nelson, New Zealand in 1843.  Later he moved to Parihaka in 
Taranaki.    Due to the Maori War he was obliged to leave his native people, they having advised him to do so as they could 
not guarantee his safety.   
He arrived in Port Chalmers in June 1862 with his wife and family.  At Otakou his predecessor, Mr Baker, had erected a small 
cottage and Johan added 2 more rooms.  The next task was the erection of the proposed Church, having to raise funds for this.  
A donation from Taiaroa helped get the project started and the Church was opened and dedicated on Christmas Day 1864.  
About 500 people were present.  The final cost was 250 pound.   
The Church had a commanding view of the harbour and the grounds were well kept.  The 10 acres known as the Maori      
Mission Reserve, proved a source of help to the Rev. and his family with an orchard, vegetable garden, horse, cows and fowls.  
The people were regular in their attendance at public worship on the Day of Rest and also the week evenings.  Wet or fine 
they came.  The Maori tracks from Pukekura, Pipikaretu and Kapuketereti (Wickliffe Bay) were often ankle deep in mud, but 
barefoot and with a blanket or great coat the people honoured the House of Prayer.  He had won the affection of the local 
Maori people. 
In July of 1866 he was taken ill and passed away in August, aged   His body was conveyed to Port Chalmers by water, with 
many boats following.  He was buried in the old cemetery at Port Chalmers. 
His wife Catherine was left with seven children raging in age from 2 to 16 and she was seven months pregnant with her eighth 
child.  She returned to Taranaki to live with her youngest brother.  Catherine, was a Maori scholar and conversed freely with 
the women and advised them in their domestic affairs.  She died in 1901 
Riemenschneider's dedication and zeal as a pastor, coupled with a genuine love for his Maori parishioners characterised his 
ministry in New Zealand.  
  

Taken from the book “Missionary in the Making”, held at the Museum and from the New Zealand Electronic Text 
collection and in which there is a photo of the Rev. Riemenschneider. 

Tuesday  
working bees. 

mailto:theotagopeninsulamuseum@gmail.com


 



  

NZ Greenstone & Art 
         

 Incorporating custom designed Pounamu / NZ    
  Greenstone carving studio. 
 

    
          

 

Showcasing NZ and Local Artworks 
   Proudly supporting  
local Peninsula artists  

 

Now open from  

   10am to 5.30pm  
 

Closed on Mondays 
             

website: www.nzgreenstoneandart.net 
Facebook:  NZ Greenstone & Art 

 

        Portobello. Otago Peninsula. 
                   (Next to the historic 1908 Café ) 
                            Phone 021 127 1841  

Thanks to Jo and friends at  
Warehouse Stationery,  

South Dunedin for the great  
printing they do for us. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

FOR  HIRE 
 

Portobello Community Inc  
have  2 x 20L Water Urns  

which are available for  
community use.   

If you wish to use these at an event 
please phone  

Christine on 4780 878 
All we ask for is  

a donation 

FOR  HIRE 
 

Portobello Community Inc  
have  2 x 20L Water Urns  

which are available for  
community use.   

If you wish to use these at an event 
please phone  

Christine on 4780 878 
All we ask for is  

a donation 



   PORTOBELLO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Harington Point Road, Portobello 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We are still open.  Although the Andersons Bay Church 
closed we meet on the first three Sundays of each month at 
10 am.  An up-to-date notice is always displayed on the win-
dow.  On the first Sunday of each month Jane Cox leads 
worship  On the second Sunday we all take part.  On the 
third Sunday a visiting minister leads us and on the last Sun-
day we visit other churches.  When there is a fifth Sunday 
we go to Pukehiki Community Church 
 

Come and join us. 

 

PORTOBELLO INDOOR RECREATION CLUB 
 

at the Coronation Hall starting 7.00pm for Badminton games. 
This is a good chance for friends and family to give badminton a go. 

We do ask that players be from High School age. 
We have a nightly fee to cover Hall hire and equipment. 

Adults: $2.00 per night, High School/ University students:  $1.00 
After three nights playing you can join the club following an annual subscription.  

If you have any questions, please contact Geoff Sheridan on 03 4780 688 
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Last week we celebrated our 8th birthday as 
Penguin Café, it does seem astounding, but time 
flies when you are enjoying yourself. As you all 
know we are looking to sell, as we really do 
want to take life a bit easier.  
We are still closed on a Monday and will be    
until the end of this month. We will also need 
more staff from September onwards so if you 
are keen for a part-time job come and see us.  
 

This month we will be doing a special for Gold 
Card users only; Pea Pie Pud with a choice of    
a chicken pie, lamb pie or pasty for just $10.  
 
From all of us at Penguin Café 
Peter, Ceinwen, Cherie, Jeanie, Holly, Ellie and 
Isla we look forward to seeing you. 



Save The Otago Peninsula Inc  
 

STOP News 
Coming to an end of the planting for the 2018 season – but still a few hundred to 
plant. If you would like to up your carbon credits come along to Smiths Creek at the 
end of Bacon St on Tuesdays at 9.30 – 12.30 or Sundays  at 10am to 1pm.  
Alternatively some caging to do as the hares/rabbits, and possibly even residual     
possums, are damaging some of the outer plants. 
Appreciative thanks to Brendon Cross for transporting another lot of weed mats on 
his quad bike once again and to the Horticulture and Arboriculture students from  
Otago Polytechnic for their assistance.  As well, the DCC’s Task Force Green and   
Community Volunteers have assisted with some of the heavy lifting as well as getting 
rid of some of the gorse.   We could not achieve what we do without all of you.  
  

Note that the tracks to Harbour Cone that cross farmland will be closed from the end of August to the beginning of 
November for lambing.  The double fenced Bacon St track to Highcliff Road and the area of planting beside Smiths 
Creek that is fully fenced will still be available for walking.  If you would like to assist with weed-eating some of the 
internal tracks and spreading mulch to make more walking areas within the fence accessible, we’d love some help.  
 

Working bees 
Regular working bees (weather permitting) also every Thursday at another site and lately the “War on Weeds” 
Group has also been organising combined working bees.  

Email STOP stopincsoc@gmail.com or contact Lala Frazer (Ph 478 0339, Text 027 8756 020).  

More volunteers always very welcome.  
STOP’s monthly meeting is in the Broad Bay Community Centre Meeting Room behind the Hall in Clearwater St on 

the first Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. All welcome. 

 
 
 
 

Over the winter months we have stepped up our efforts in pest control. We were lucky to have 
beautiful still weather on recent weed control working bees, which made working on the       
exposed faces of the Island very pleasant, sun twinkling on the harbour and good company.   
Ivy has been our main target recently.   It is one of the pest plants that escapes from nurseries 
and people's gardens, threatening native plant biodiversity.  
 It thrives in a wide range of conditions and soils, and can quickly smother other plants.   
Thanks to Weedbusters for  subsidising boat fares for volunteers again! 

 

We have also been monitoring our traps and tracking tunnels closely. In winter, food is relatively scarce, so rats and 
mice are more likely to take the lure. We are delighted to have a new 'Curious Minds' grant, which includes funding 
to subsidise boat fares for  volunteers and visitors helping with biodiversity monitoring (bird, skink and seedling    
surveys) and the traps. This is open to people of all ages who have a moderate level of fitness. Get in touch if you'd 
like to know more. 
 

Below are some of the events coming up. Details on our website and bookings or queries to our Keeper, Dries 
at  quarantineisland@gmail.com     Remember, you can make arrangements to come at other times! 
 

Sunday 12th August Join us for a native tree planting afternoon. Boat 12pm from Back Beach,Pt Chalmers, and 
Portobello by arrangement. $10 pp. Leaving the Island at 4pm. Bring warm clothes, gumboots/sturdy footwear and 
a packed lunch if you'd like. (Thanks to the Speights Fund for the seedlings!) 
 

Sat. 25 August Community open day.  10am - 4pm, or stay overnight.  
 

Saturday 22nd September Community open day and Porttoport Launch Weekend activities. Porttoport are   
offering 'ferry day passes' with pick-ups from both Portobello Pontoon and Back Beach throughout the day for $10 
an adult and $5 a child. Bring a picnic! (Please remember, no dogs on the Island).  
 
Labour Weekend: day and overnight stay options for people who'd like to have an island holiday, relaxing and   
doing a little biodiversity monitoring, weed control, releasing seedlings... 
 

November 17th - join us to celebrate our 60th anniversary - We'd love to hear memories/see photos of your time 
on the Island! Bring a picnic or join us for a slap-up potluck lunch. Stay on (or join us in the evening) for a          
barndance! 

 

Quarantine Island Kamau Taurua   Community news 

mailto:stopincsoc@gmail.com
mailto:quarantineisland@gmail.com
https://www.porttoport.co.nz/


   

Keep those possum reports coming in. 
 

Dead or alive,  let us know.  Email: 
 

     brenda.wayne@xtra.co.nz 
 

Tena Koutou everyone 
 

It’s official, I am now the new Police Officer on the Peninsula. I must say I feel very honoured and fortunate to have secured 
this job and the family and I are all moved in and loving it. Even the cat has settled in well which is a relief. I would firstly like 
to thank those people who have assisted us in moving and the kind words from many around my appointment.  
Things won’t change too much now that I have the job down here. I will still be out and about in our community so please feel 
free to stop me and have a chat about anything that may be on your mind or just for a natter. 
A new police officer in any community always brings new challenges, new ideas and a new approach. I am a firm believer that 
a police officer is not the only one to police a community. We rely greatly on you guys in the community to be our eyes and 
ears at times. A team effort makes for a safer and better community. 
   

Having relieved down here for the 8 months I believe I have a good feel about what it means to live on the Peninsula and how 
things operate. I promise that I will serve the community with respect, pride and to the best of my ability.    
The road works is moving along quite quickly and I have had a few complaints from the workmen and women that some of 
our road users may just be travelling a bit too quick in the 30kmph areas. Please let’s stick to the speeds as it does put these 
people working there at risk. You never know who may pop out from behind a large truck or digger.  
 

Crime wise things are not going to bad. A resident recovered a small aluminium trolley trailer (3 metres) with two chunky 
wheels at the rear in King George Street, Broad Bay last Friday. It looks like it’s for a small Finn type boat or similar. The  pad-
ding on the underside is yellow and blue. It was hidden in some trees. I unfortunately have not been able to find the owner. If 
anyone has any ideas please give us a call.  
 

On the 17th August there is going to be a tree planting at the front of the station. The council in partnership with police are go-
ing to plant 8 fruit trees. This is a community type garden scenario. You are all invited to come along, it starts at 1pm. There 
will be a coffee cart and nibbles. I must say once they are up and running I am partial to a piece of hot apple pie and cream. 
 

Lastly a big thanks to Lox for his help in my transition to this new role. Your advice, explanations 
and assistance has been appreciated. I would like to plug you into a main frame computer and 
download your 33 years of Peninsula knowledge.    
Until next time stay safe and look out for one another  
 

Aaron  

Guardians of the Otago Peninsula 
 

Earlier this year, a keen group of Guardians joined together to trap on possums in the residential areas of Vauxhall,      
Musselburgh, Waverley and Anderson’s Bay. This group has been meeting once a month to develop a strategy for ongoing 
possum control in these areas which has included the formation of a series of tracks through private and public land upon 
which to establish a permanent trapline.  
Thanks to the work of the Guardians, the permanent trapline will come into effect next week and thereafter, Guardians will 
monitor and report on the outcomes. Guardians meetings are held once a month at the Vauxhall Yacht Club.  
If you are interested in coming along to meet the group or get involved, please contact us at   volunteers@opbg.nz 
 

OPBG Broader Programme 
OPBG has taken on a group of contractors to undertake possum eradication in a few hard to reach and wildlife-sensitive areas 
where possum numbers persist. The contractors will be working with us over the next few weeks and we look forward to some 
positive outcomes.  
 

Volunteer Activities  
As the warmer months approach, we are gearing up for a variety of events across the Peninsula; we have chew carding,   
trapping, track clearing and bird monitoring activities in the Spring / Summer programme and we can always use a hand.        
If you are keen on coming out with us, please let us know at   volunteers@opbg.nz  

OPBG 2018 Bird Call Workshop 
 

It is tricky matching the call to the bird! 
Join us for a presentation and some games and activities to help identify the look and call of 

birds found on the Otago Peninsula. 
The workshop is ideal for Peninsula residents interested in bird life particularly those already  

involved with bird surveys. 

 
When:  Saturday 1st September 
Where:  NZ Marine Studies Centre, 185, Hatchery Road, Portobello 
Time:   2 - 4pm 
Cost:  Free, but space is limited so please register attendance at   secretary@opbg.nz 

mailto:secretary@opbg.nz


 
 

Peninsula  
Medical Centre 

 

 
12 Allans Beach Road 

 

Flu vac’s now available 
 

 
4780 880 

Portobello School 150th Reunion   October  2007 
Mrs Hanson was the oldest ex-pupil to attend 

On the occasion of her 108th birthday 
22nd July 2017 

22 July 1909  -  Gladys  Hanson  -  1 July 2018 
 

Gladys Hanson credited her longevity to leading a simple life and spending time outdoors. 
Born Gladys Geary at Wickliffe Bay, she was raised on her family’s farm along with her two sisters and two 
brothers.  Living on a farm required Gladys to become a hard worker at a very young age.   As a young girl 
she recalled travelling to Portobello school by horse and cart until she was old enough to ride a horse her-
self.  She attended  Portobello School until she was 14.  After leaving school she worked on the family 
farm attending to various chores such as milking the cows, separating the milk and thinning turnips. 
 

Gladys married  local man (and former classmate) Jack Hanson in 1933 and they had two daughters. 
The family lived in Portobello where Jack and his brothers were fishermen.  Gladys took great pride in her 
garden and would spend as much of her time as possible outside.  She and Jack moved to Christchurch in 
1979 to be closer to their daughters and their growing family.  Jack passed away in 2004 at the age of 95 
after 71 years of marriage.  Gladys continued to live on her own until breaking her hip at 102 when she 
moved into a Rest home.    Gladys is survived by her daughters Joyce and Doreen, six grandchildren and 
10 great grandchildren. 
 

Gladys was born two years before Amundsen reached the South Pole,  three years before the Titanic 
sunk and five years before the outbreak of WW1.    Gladys died 3 weeks short of her 109th birthday. 

The Seaton Road bus shelter all wrapped 
up and awaiting it’s new base once the 
road is completed. 



Interest free loans: 
 

 

The Moray Foundation Trust is an interest free loan charity that loans up to $5,000.00 dollars to families and  
individuals for health, welfare, education and budget balancing through debt consolidation. The Foundation has 
been established since 1993; Each small re-payment from our clients’ has gone into the pocket of another over 
the last 24 years. Creating the incredible circumstance that the foundation has loaned over 1 million in Otago;  
this amount is purely from the small initial seed funding that we still have invested.  
To be eligible for a loan you must: work with a Budget Adviser for a referral, be committed to debt repayment,  
be able to make payments required and stay working with the Budget Advisory Service for the duration of loan 
repayment.  
So if you feel that this is the solution for your circumstances, 
please make an appointment to register with a Budget Advisory 
Service today.  
 

www.morayfoundationtrust.org.nz  

 

Introducing      Port To Port Cruises and Wildlife Tours 

 
Former Portobello ‘Port Pilates’ instructor and current Dunedin Coastguard       
Skipper and Port Otago dredge worker,  Rachel McGregor, has embarked on           
a new venture that is sure to benefit the local community.  

The venture is called Port To Port Cruises and Wildlife Tours. 
On offer is the only time-tabled Otago Harbour Ferry service, which can take people (and bicycles) from                 
Port To Port.  That is, Portobello to Back Beach-Port Chalmers. 
Although the name fits well because the boat is travelling from one port to another, the name actually originates 
from the terminology between ship’s captains when they pass each other in a channel. Maritime law dictates    
turning to starboard when approaching another boat head on, which means that one ship’s port side will pass by 
the other ships port side.   Hence the understanding between the ship’s captains that they will pass ‘port to port.’ 
As well as ferry transfers, Rachel offers a range of other services.  The backbone of the business is running daily 
wildlife cruises from Portobello wharf.   Rachel hopes this will bring more business to the local area by encouraging 
visitors to stay longer and make the most of the local businesses while they are here.   She anticipates that cruise 
ship passengers may be interested in coming across on the ferry to spend some time walking around Portobello 
township, before returning back to their ship. 
The vessel is a custom build, currently under construction in Nelson at Osprey Boats. 
It is due to arrive at the end of August and cruises are scheduled to begin mid September, 2018. 
Rachel has chosen an experienced team of wildlife and maritime industry experts to assist her in  guiding tourists 
and locals.   Whether a short scenic ferry trip across the harbour, or an exciting 2 hour wildlife cruise to Taiaroa 
Head and beyond, it’s a venture that will leave you haunted by the beauty of our local scenery, charm and wildlife 
long after you’ve stepped back onto the wharf. 
 

www.porttoport.co.nz         020 416 24250 

 

 

 

                                    Sootychaser, under construction at Osprey Boats, Nelson 

  Owner/operator Rachel McGregor        

 

If you would like your business to appear in this space, contact 
pbocomm.inc@gmail.com 

And join our business membership group 

http://www.morayfoundationstrust.org.nz/
http://www.porttoport.co.nz


 

Lunch  
    Wednesday – Sunday   from 12 noon  

Dinner   
           Wednesday—Sunday from 5pm 

 

We are happy to open for  
group bookings 

 

Cafe 1908 has capacity for 55 people  
and specialises in those  

special occasions 
Call Pauline on 4780 801   

or email    cafe1908@xtra.co.nz 

 
 
 

If you need a copy of the  

latest 478 Local Phone Book,  

they are available from  

Portobello Store 

for only  $10 

 

A VERY BIG THANK YOU  

to the wonderful VOLUNTEERS  

who deliver our Newsletter  

What MPs do  
 

Every three years, the NZ public elects Members of     
Parliament (MPs) to represent their concerns and        
interests. Once elected our time is focused on proposing 
new laws or amendments to existing laws, and raising 
issues that matter to you. When Parliament is sitting 
(meeting), MPs generally spend their time working in the 
House. This can include raising issues affecting their  
constituents,     attending debates and voting on new laws. 
This can either be by asking a question of a government 
minister on your behalf or supporting and highlighting        
particular   campaigns which you feel strongly about. 
 

I split my time between working in Parliament itself, and 
working in the electorate of Dunedin South. As a member 
of the Government and a Government Minister, I have 
specific responsibilities in certain areas of Broadcasting, 
Communications and Digital Media and Government  
Digital Services, and also associate responsibilities for 
ACC and Open Government. However that does not stop 
me working for the electorate and I still hold regular   
constituency clinics to help constituents. The issues they 
bring cover a wide range of topics from housing to health, 
immigration to income support, and all kinds of concerns 
affecting our community. Sometimes people need       
assistance to submit on changes in legislation and some-
times we help when they just want more information on a     
subject. 
 

I also attend functions, visit schools and businesses and 
generally try to meet as many people as possible. This 
gives me a further insight and context into issues we   
discuss when we return to Parliament. 
 

As your local MP I am keen to hear your views and my 
next constituent clinic will be on 11 August in Portobello 
between 10am-12pm in my caravan just along from the 
Store. We have 10 minute appointments so please ring 

455-5299 to book a time.     Clare Curran 

mailto:cafe1908@xtra.co.nz


 

Need help to start an exercise programme? 
 

Xceed Fitness are pleased to announce they are now offering Exercise Consulta-
tion and Personal Training and Group fitness services to Peninsula residents from 
the Portobello branch of Integrated Health Otago at the Coronation Hall.  
 
GROUP FITNESS SPACES LIMITED SO GET IN QUICK! 
David & Nick have 20 years of combined industry experience coupled with recog-
nised Personal Training qualifications. As dedicated Fitness Professionals they 
believe that good health is your most valuable asset and that it is never too late 
to make healthy lifestyle changes. They enjoy working with     people from all 
walks of life and can tailor an exercise regime to suit individual needs whether it 
be for weight reduction,  injury rehabilitation or exercising for health benefits. 
David and Nicks approach is friendly and personable with the needs of the client 
always paramount. They look forward to meeting local residents and establishing 
themselves as part of the Peninsula Health Care network. 
 

For more information please phone  

Nick Hoskin 027 8406954 

 

cell  0274 156 555 
leisab@xtra.co.nz 
 
Beautiful, practical, creative  
garden design for life. 

 
NZ Certificate Landscape Design 
NZ National Certificate Horticulture 

 

Leisa Browne 
Landscape Designer 

 
Jim is available every Wednesday in our Portobello clinic to assess, treat and rehabilitate your injuries and assist 
you back to health.  
At IHO we use structural and functional Osteopathy and Physiotherapy, as well as Cranial Osteopathy and         
Digestive Health care to maximise your positive outcomes. A full biomechanical assessment, personalised          
rehabilitation programme and where needed orthotic prescription are all available at both our clinics.  
Xceed Fitness provides special rates for IHO clients and have kindly provided our Portobello clinic with a treadmill, 
static bike and free weights. Many clients have already experienced our new facilities and feel it is a great asset to 
the services we   provide our local community. 
If you’re based in town during the week, you could always visit us at our Maori Hill clinic where our team of      
Osteopaths and Physiotherapists are more than happy to assist you with your treatment needs. 

 

Coronation Hall Opening Hours:  
  

Wednesdays 8am - 5pm 
 

Jim  Webb 
Osteopath/Physiotherapist 

 

By appointment only  
enquiries@integratedhealthotago.co.nz 

 



Age Concern Otago 

Falls Prevention Programme 
            For men and women 65+  

     Portobello Bowling Club  
    Steady As You Go© 

 

     Strength & balance exercise class  -  Mondays 10 am 
 

    Tai Chi Classes      -   Mondays & Thursdays 1.30 pm 

         
 

   Enquires: Margaret Dando 477-1040 Ext 702 

Everyone welcome 
$100  per term  (approx 10 weeks) 

Portobello Coronation Hall  
Mondays 5:45 –6:45pm 

Pilates Classes 
with Penny 

Fully qualified and experienced instructor 
Stretch, strengthen and lengthen your whole body 

Improves posture 
Can assist with healing and preventing injuries and pain 

Relaxing for body and mind 
My classes are varied, challenging and fun 

Soothing music & fun Pilates equipment provided free of charge 

Penny 0274 649180 
Email: pennykershaw@gmail.com 

Feel free to contact me for information, or just turn up 
(please arrive 10 mins early on your first class to go over the basics) 

 

 

mailto:pennykershaw@gmail.com


Peninsula PlumbersPeninsula Plumbers 

 2004 Limited 

Contact Reuben  

0274 144 741 or A/H 478 0764 

 
Toilets 

 
Taps 

  
Laundry 

 
Kitchens 

 
Bathrooms 

  
Alterations 

 
Maintenance 

‘A local plumber for local people’ 

If you are new to the  Portobello area  -    

WOOD STACK LTD 
Local seasoned Firewood for sale 

$85/m3   Pine                        $100/m3   Gum           
$120/m3     Macrocarpa 

 

Kindling varieties available 

Free Delivery on the Peninsula.  027 517 5599   

No Mess, No Fuss, Call us  

 



Portobello School has been busy place of learning recently. In Term 2 
our 7,8...9 group enjoyed an action packed day at the Dunedin Police 
Station. Students met a number of staff, spent time learning about 
roles within the police, met the dog handlers and their pups and visited 
the fingerprinting laboratory with a Detective.  Students particularly 
enjoyed visiting the gym and trying out the equipment. Students were 
inspired by the many officers who gave their time to talk about their 
various roles and were lucky enough to spend time talking with     
Superintendent Paul Basham.  

 

We welcomed a number of visitors to our school in Term 2. These included Commonwealth Games athlete Holly Robinson who spoke to 
students about being a Paralympic athlete and members of the Portobello Fire Brigade who spoke to students about Fire Safety. Some     
students were lucky enough to have a go at operating the fire hose. Students were also lucky enough to take part in a Jump Jam session with 
creator Brett Fairweather which was amazing! We held a Family/Whanau Maths afternoon where teachers set up stations with problem   
solving activities covering the strands of the maths curriculum. Families enjoyed solving problems together. In June we held a Matariki 
Breakfast for families in our school. This was well attended and enjoyed by all. A highlight for many in Term 3 was holding our weekly 
assembly at the Marae. Students, staff and whanau enjoyed this new experience which we hope to hold again soon. 
 

At the start of Term 3 we were fortunate to be visited by The Wool Shed, a converted shipping container that is filled with wool resources 
that share the different stages of shorn New Zealand Wool. This was closely followed by a visit from Harold and the Life Education bus 
where students enjoyed learning about food and nutrition. We recently held a Year 7 and 8 Information Evening where we discussed the 
Year 7 and 8 programme at our school and brainstormed future ideas for this programme. It was great to hear from past and current students 
and parents who spoke about their experiences at our school.  
 

At the end of July our Enviro lead teacher Cheryl Agnew and the Enviro Group worked with local Brenda Cameron to install Possum chew 
cards in our tree reserve. This group will be tracking the chew cards during August and reporting back to the school about their findings.     
A group of students from our school will be helping plant fruit trees at a small orchard that is being established at the Portobello Police   
Station. This planting will take place on Friday August 17th at 1pm. Please join us if you are able to. 
 

On the sporting front many of our students have been busy competing in the Dunedin Schools Netball competition at the Edgar Centre each 
week. In late July we held our annual cross country in and around our school. Many supporters cheered on runners as they battled with mud 
to complete the course. Congratulations to all who participated. Selected runners will now compete in the Ariki Cup. 
 

Our Year 7 and 8 students have been busy this year fundraising for Stewart Island Camp in November. This group is holding a Quiz Night at 
the Kensington Hotel on Tuesday 4 September starting at 7pm. Tickets cost $5 per person/$30 per team of 6 and can be purchased from the 
Portobello School Office. We hope you can get a team together and join us for a great night. 
 

We welcome new enrolments to our school at any time. Our 4 year old programme Monday Mollyhawks is held each Monday from 9-10am 
in our Junior Whanau Class. Please come along on a Monday to take part in this great programme. Our senior students visit the Playcentre 
each Wednesday and spend time with children. Recently Playcentre visited our tree reserve with our students and a great time was had by 
all.      
To find out more about our great school or to organise a visit please contact our school office by phoning 4780605  
or e-mail office@portobello.school.nz 

Support Portobello School 



 

ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE from Olly's pen 
 

The weather's been exceptionally fine lately and one of our rose bushes as well as some of the shrubs 
and flowers decided – yup it's Spring!  And it isn't September yet! I reckon we've got a micro climate 
here out on the Peninsula. My second oldest daughter, her husband and two boys aged thirteen and 
eleven spent a week of the school holidays with us. They live in Birkenhead, North Shore, Auckland. 
They loved being right next to the water and the boys loved seeing the ships going in and out of the   
harbour. Let's go fishing they said and so we took up our rods and went fishing. Unbeknown to me, while 
I was in town shopping, the boys waded into the cold waters and collected a bucket full of cockles. Great 
I said, we'll use them as bait. We took off down to the Monarch wharf, baited up the hooks and cast. An 
hour or so later we decided to call it a day. Just as we were  packing up my thirteen year old got some-
thing on the line. It turned out to be an octopus. I got him to pull it up so we could cut it free but it broke 
the line anyway and scooted off – heading out toward the harbour entrance. For the boys, that was the 
highlight of their stay. For my girl and son-in-law it was a great time for catching up and revisiting old 
times. The family is thinking of making it an annual event now. They came to the conclusion that I   
needed whanau'ing up – if there is such a word - as they hadn't seen me for quite some time. So they 
decided then and there to come down.  I'm looking forward to that already.  
Having whanau around is all important from time to time aye. Our children and grand children grow up 
so fast. I remember my  daughter telling me off for not keeping news paper clippings and other articles 
written about me when I was hosting a TV programme. I wasn't into that sort of thing. She was quite up-
set back then. She and her husband didn't take long to gather material about the sort of things I did on 
TV, Radio and on stage and fund raising ventures around the country. Dad, she reminded me, we want 
something to show our children. We're proud of what you did. And it's nice that your grand children, your 
mokopuna, know about you and what you achieved. It was also a wake up call for 
me to keep myself fit and healthy so I could keep up with them too. When they left I 
took the dumb bells out of the shed and began doing a series of three reps for the 
biceps, triceps and abs. It's been a while but I'm determined to carry out regular  
exercises from now on.  
It's not just about me, it's about whānau – close family. 
 

Cheers!   

Sharks - Inside and Out 
 
Get a close look at a real dead 2.5 metre Sevengill Shark!   
During Conservation week (15-23 September 2018) the NZ Marine Studies Centre will be offering 
some public programmes about sharks.  We will be looking at shark adaptations, body form 
and function.  We will discuss shark teeth, attack behaviour and look at facts and fiction about 
sharks including some of the science behind conservation and protection.  We will dissect a small 
shark, looking  at what happens to food as it travels its alimentary tract and examine its reproductive,  
circulatory, respiratory and nervous systems. We will talk about the shark’s place in the food chain 
and human relationships to, and impact on, sharks.   
Everyone who registers for a shark programme will get to see and touch the big shark.  A very limited 
number of places will be made available for the scientific dissection of the 2.5 metre Sevengill Shark 
which was washed up on Allans Beach and retrieved by the NZ Marine Studies Centre to be used for      
research and education. 
Sevengill Sharks can grow up to 3 metres in length, but average 
about 1.5 metres.  They are common in the Otago Harbour    
especially in the summer months.  One theory is that they come 
into the Harbour to pup.  Normally they pose no threat to        
humans.  However, like any creature, they may be  aggressive if 
provoked and can thrash around when caught. 
If you would like to be kept informed about these shark           
programmes, please sign up to the Marine Studies Centre email 
list and we will drop you a line as soon as the website is ready to 
accept online bookings.  Places must be booked and paid for in 
advance. 

Just go to  marine.ac.nz  and follow the link on the home 
page to join our email list. 

http://marine.ac.nz/


Portobello Community Inc  
President:  Wayne Cameron—Treasurer: Christine Neill — Secretary: Nicki Topliss   

Newsletter  Editor: Brenda Cameron — Deputy Chair: Geoff Sheridan 
   Committee:  Ruth Seeney, Pete Dulgar, Davinia Thornley, Sandra Clearwater, Richard Steentjes,  

    Racheal Bergersen,    Michael Lascarides,  Lyn Sheridan,  Paul Pope 
   Meetings held every 3rd Tuesday of the month.     Coronation Hall Kitchen,  7.30pm  

All welcome 

 
DIARY DATES TO NOTE 

 

Fire Brigade Quiz - Saturday 15 September at 7:30 - Coronation Hall 
Port To Port Cruises Launch Weekend  Sat & Sun 22nd & 23rd September - Coronation Hall & the jetty 

Pilates  -  Every Monday from 5:45pm - 6:45pm. Coronation Hall 
Steady As You Go  - Every Monday 10am. -   Portobello Bowling Club 
Tai Chi - Every Monday & Thursday 1:30pm   Portobello Bowling Club 
Portobello Library,  -  Coronation Hall  -  Every Thursday 11am  -  1pm 

Otago Peninsula Museum - open every Sunday 12:30pm - 3:30pm 
Badminton  every Sunday - evening 7pm at Coronation Hall 

Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of Portobello Community Incorporated or it’s advertisers. 

Ric’s Galley Takeaways 
 

Award winning takeaways 
 

    A choice of five varieties  
 of fish with local favourites   
Blue Cod,  Tarakihi,   Sole,  
Elephant,  and fish bites  

 

      We also do Gluten-Free  
             Baked Blue Cod  
 

   Phone 4780 105  to order 
 

   1 Harington Point Road 
 

               Portobello  
 
 

           You can vote for us at       www.thechipgroup.co.nz/votenow 
 

(Regional Winner Best Chip Shop 2009 and 2011) 


