NEWSLETTeR
june 2015
A Publication from Portobello Community
Incorporated. www.portobello.org.nz

PORTOBELLO COMMUNITY WINTER MARKET DAY
The Portobello Community Winter Market is happening in conjunction with the “Experience Our
Peninsula Day”, a scheduled event as part of this year’s Cadbury Chocolate Carnival.
Portobello Community Inc has been approached by Cadbury to assist with coordinating the hub
from which the day’s activities will commence. In addition to visitors from town,
Portobello and wider peninsula residents are also invited to come and visit the market to enjoy
the atmosphere, free entertainment, activities and prizes for both adults and children!
If you are an individual or organisation interested in setting up a stall at the
Portobello Community Winter Market be sure to register early
Stalls are just $15 for sales, free to community groups promoting their activities. Ring Wayne at
4780 424 or email at pbocomm.inc@gmail.com
This is also a great fundraising opportunity for the various Peninsula based community groups
and initiatives. With increased support and marketing by Cadbury we’re anticipating a great
turnout!

Sunday 12th July 10am - 2pm

Winter is here and is a great time to finish of those
hedges, mulch the soil and generally tidy up those
forgotten areas. I offer waste removal services why
not tie this in with the local hawk and hurl to keep
prices low. Also it’s a great time to remove moss,
lichen and other spores from the exterior of the house
with a powerful waterblaster (please be aware you
need to be connected to the mains though there are
chemical “organic” alternatives if not), same for the
patio or deck. Business is going well and I would like to
thank all my new customers and wish everyone a
warm and happy winter.

Terry and Faye Otoole, Invercargill.
One of the many regulars who thoroughly
enjoy staying with us when up seeing family.
OTAGO PENINSULA MOTEL would like to
thank the many locals that have sent
there friends, relatives etc to stay with us
over the last season and is greatly
appreciated.
Terry plays a button accordion in a Band
called" Deep South Rhythm "and enjoys
entertaining our locals on the Balcony. Olly
Ohlson and many others have commented
to us and have enjoyed his talent.
Kind regards to all, Mary and Gerrald

The library is open from 11am – 1pm in the Portobello Coronation Hall. Dot the friendly Librarian
will welcome you. Subs are $5 a family a year – books 20cents to take out. Dot often buys books
from the top 100 list or if you are a member you can request a book and Dot will see if she can
purchase it for the Library.

BADMINTON

(and table tennis)

Now on at the Portobello Coronation Hall, Portobello. Sundays 7-9pm
Forget about the tele - come along for a hit, meet new people. (We are a very friendly lot)
A small subscription and nightly cost of $2. We cater for adults and high school pupils.
For more info contact Geoff on 4780-688 All welcome

It is an honour for the ANZAC Day service to be held
in our grounds and this year the morning tea was
held in the Barn which worked out very well. The
service even had the welcome appearance of a
Bellbird singing in the surrounding trees. Maybe it
agreed with the planting of the Totara tree to mark the 100 anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. It was great to see young
and old there – and those proudly wearing their ancestor’s medals. If you have any family war stories then the Museum
would be only too pleased to have a copy. Thanks to everyone who helped with this year’s event. We had a family come
from Ashburton to attend – Owen Gardner – named on our memorial rock is a brother/uncle.
Also in attendance was Jennifer Beck (from Auckland) who wrote the children’s book “The Christmas
Caravan”. The caravan in the illustrations is the one in the Museum Barn. Robyn Belton (the illustrator
of the book) also attended. This was the first time Jennifer had actually seen the caravan so it was a
pleasure to have both ladies in attendance. They are writing another children’s book about Alexander
Aitken and his violin (his story was told last year at the ANZAC service) and caught up with Alexander’s
relations at the service.
The Women’s Patriotic Society was formed in August 1914. There is a wonderful article in the Otago
Witness 26 August 1914 and here is a small paragraph from that: “At the outset the women determined
that there was nothing they could not do – that no difficulties would debar them from providing equipment and comforts for
our soldiers”.
This article is from the Otago Witness 5 July 1918

Portobello Patriotic Association
The Portobello Women’s Patriotic Association held its annual meeting at the end of June and submitted a
very satisfactory report and balance sheet, showing that the members of the branch had been working
well during the year. The following parcel was made up and forwarded to the Early Settlers Hall: 30 pairs
of socks, 9 balaclavas, 7 flannel shirts, 5 day shirts, 5 dozen wrappers, 3 dozen housewifes, 1 dozen soap
bags.
From the Portobello School children: 18 handkerchiefs, 13 wrappers, 2 pairs socks, 2 girdles.
From the Hooper’s Inlet School: 4 pillow cases, 4 face-cloths, 4 handkerchiefs, 2 tea towels, 1 pair socks,
1 pair cuffs.

If you would like to be involved with the Museum in any way – on our Sunday roster, helping at working bees (there are
always jobs to do inside and out) then our President Warren would be very keen to hear from you. Call him on 4780-255.

Important Diary Dates:
Hoopers Inlet Hall AGM……………4th June
Composting Workshop…………….6th June
Coronation Hall Society AGM…….18th June
Community Clean-up Day…………21st June
Longest Night………………………. 22nd June
Highlanders vs Hurricanes……… 5th July
Community Winter Market:……… 12th July
Portobello Community Inc AGM....21st July
Port Chalmers Seafood Festival…..26th Sept

Trees for Babies- Celebrating Families
Celebrate:
a new family member, birthday, anniversary, or passing by planting a native tree at the Harbour/Cycle
walkway.
You choose the tree to plant and receive a certificate in the name of the person/family for whom it is
planted. You can then visit your special tree whenever you want.
Trees cost $20 pre-ordering is required.
When: Sunday June 21 at 11am. Trees can be planted on your behalf if you are unable to attend.
Contact Keep Dunedin Beautiful Co-ordinator, (03) 474 3401 keepdunedinbeautiful@dunedin.co.nz

Portobello Volunteer Fire Brigade
Winter Fire Safety
Electric Blankets
If your electric blanket or cord is showing signs of wear, have it checked by a competent
service person or have it replaced. Don't take the risk.
Always make sure that your electric blanket is switched off before getting into bed.
If the blanket becomes soiled, sponge it lightly and allow it to dry naturally on a flat surface.
Do not dry-clean or use a washing machine or spin dryer.
Safety Note
Multi Boxes. We have seen some of these being used for the wrong purposes like a
Jug/Toaster/Small Oven plus another multi box plugged into it full of appliances in a kitchen
this is a fire hazard. Please check your multi box. If it is showing signs of discolouring or
cracking, replace it.
Vacancy
The Brigade still has a Vacancy so we are particularly looking for a person over the age of l6
who would be available during the daytime for most of the working week.
Interested persons will need to live within the Broad Bay- Portobello- Harwood area. If you
are of reasonable fitness and would like to support your local community please get in contact
with Chief Fire Officer Greg Dickson (0274 356 389 or 4780 755) you are most welcome to
attend any of our Wednesday night practices commencing at 7pm.
Greg Dickson
Chief Fire Officer

Portobello Bowling Club Inc
Situated cnr Hereweka & Sherwood Streets. New Members always welcome
Bar & Kitchen facilities for all types of Functions - Full size Billiard Table
Contact Secretary Brian Cameron 4780 816 for further information
Social Evenings held Tuesday’s 4pm - 7.30pm - Social Membership $20.00pa
Our 79 Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 26th May and we had quite a good turnout of Members which is
always good to see. The Executive Committee is almost the same as the last few years with only 1 or 2 changes.
Our Trophy Presentation Night is happening on Saturday 06th June with a barbecue to follow
Our visit from Karitane was cancelled this year due to inclement weather - hopefully next season it may be better
Over the next few months renovations will be continue - drilling & grooving completed - now it is down to fertilizing &
spraying
Many thanks to all Members who helped with the running of our Club throughout the Season – we look forward to seeing
you all again starting September 2015
th

If you are interested in becoming involved with our Club, socially or as a Bowler, please feel free to give us call.

Hire a wood chipper
Save a trip to town and hire a wood chipper in Portobello.
Small enough to fit down a path, big enough to cope with wood up to 90mm
diameter.
13hp motor makes for easy work.

Will deliver and pick up.

Call Jack Barton on 478 1081

Home Schooling Lessons
My mother taught me RELIGION - "You better pray that will come out of the carpet."
My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM - "Just you look at that dirt on the back of your neck!”
My mother taught me about STAMINA - "You'll sit there until all that spinach is gone."
My father taught me HUMOUR - "When that lawn mower cuts off your toes, don't come running to me."
My mother taught me about RECEIVING - "You are going to get it from your father when he gets home!"

Over the last few weeks we’ve had our tables stripped and re-polished.
What a difference it has made. Revealed beneath the thickly coated
polyurethane, which was starting to peel, was the beauty of the Indian
Rosewood grain. Even the guys at Otago Furnishers were amazed and
they have been dealing in wood for over 145 years. Come and take a
look for yourself. Talking of furniture if you need to hide a scratch on a
wooden surface mix some coffee grounds with warm water and rub over the scratch, let it sit a while
then wipe the mixture off. The coffee stain will help to cover it up.
From all of us, Peter, Ceinwen, Ena, Lyn, Paula and Ruth, we all look forward to seeing you at Penguin Café

Otakou Golf Club
Po Box 1232
Dunedin
Email: otakougolf@paradise.net.nz
Last Sunday we played into a freezing gale-force southwester, which I reckon would of tested
“Nanook of the North” let alone us mere mortals. Goes to show how hearty (or stupid) we
golfers are.
Two of the Clubs most sort after events were recently completed with Bruce Callister adding to
his already impressive number of senior titles, unsure of exact total around 14 or 15, but of
tigesque proportions, not majors but very important to us.
Craig Findlater also achieved two milestones in the space of two weeks, backing up his 1st win as
a racehorse owner with a fine win in the much coveted Loudon Cup, which is played for on a
handicap basis.
A belated congratulations go to Terry Moffat who a month or so back scored an ace on the 142
metre par 3, No 6 hole. Having taking great joy in recording this feat, he has taken even more
delight in taunting one of our better performed players of not having a hole in one like himself.
As we enter winter the course is in great shape and once again thanks to our volunteers.
New members always welcome, just ask Peter Stechman our latest member. He seems to be
enjoying himself, just as we very much enjoy his company.
Remember golf is not just for Adults Kids are welcome too, you may have a budding Lydia Ko
sitting at home watching, instead of getting involved.
Peter Asher - Club Member

1908 Café will soon close for their winter break.
Thank you for your on-going support and we look forward
to seeing you again soon.
Cafe 1908 has capacity for 55 people and specialises
in those special occasions.
Call Pauline on 4780 801 or email cafe1908@xtra.co.nz

For a comprehensive range of groceries

Milk Bread Meats
Eggs Frozen Foods Novelty Ice Cream Drinks
Confectionery
Pies
Organic Products
Fruit & Vegetables

For your convenience we also stock a superb range of wines and beers
Open 7 days.

1 Harington Point Road

Eftpos,

Visa,

Mastercard

Phone 4780 555

pbo.deli@xtra.co.nz

Knox Podiatry – Portobello Clinic
www.knoxpodiatry.co.nz 03 478 1030
Rebecca Finchett
ANSWER PHONE: 03 478 1030
MOBILE: 022 301 6199
WEB: www.knoxpodiatry.co.nz
EMAIL: info@knoxpodiatry.co.nz

Knox Podiatry @ Portobello Coronation Hall
Welcome to the Podiatry Clinic offering a full range of treatments. People
come to see me for lots of different reasons, nails can become difficult or
painful to manage, I also offer nail surgery for ingrown nails. Hard Skin and
corns can be removed painlessly. All new patients receive screening and
advice about improving and maintaining their foot health.
I see parents with concerns about their children’s feet and legs. Kids can
experience growing pains and issues during exercise. I can offer advice and
treatment to get them going again.
I can assess foot and leg pain in all ages and offer appropriate treatments.
I work closely with Jim and Deb Webb who share the clinic here in Portobello and
they have another clinic in Dunedin.
As the nights are drawing in I have added Saturday clinics to my diary and can now
offer one Saturday clinic per month.
Please feel free to give me a call if you have any questions or would like an
appointment on 03 478 1030 or 022 3016199.
I also have clinics in Dunedin, Mosgiel, Milton and Balclutha.

Ric’s Galley Takeaways
Award winning takeaways available 5 evenings per week from 5pm
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

Fresh Fish available most Friday evenings
We have eftpos facilities and welcome you to use this service.
Phone 4780 105 to order your takeaways.
Vegetarian Baskets and Seafood Baskets available
We also do baked fish of your choice for those who prefer no batter.
Latham Bay Burgers available most evenings.
Vegetarian Burgers now available

PBO Coronation Hall Society Inc - Monster Fish Raffle
The Hall Society is desperately trying to raise funds for a new kitchen in the Coronation Hall.
Your support will be most appreciated. Get in quick and purchase your tickets.
Raffle will be drawn at The Cadbury Winter Market Day on Sunday July 12th
1st Prize – 6 Kilos of Blue Cod Fillet
2nd Prize – 4 Kilos of Blue Cod Fillet
3rd Prize – 5 Kilos of Sole Fillet
Tickets now on sale at Portobello Deli and Ric’s Galley Takeaways

Hi There Everyone
Hope your year is off to a wonderful start.
Harbourside Hair Design would like to celebrate its Birthday of Eighteen
years of service to the Peninsula.
To celebrate book in for a cut and colour, introduce a client and go into
the draw to win a cut and colour.
If the introduced client comes in for a service you will take home some salon professional haircare courtesy of us at
Harbourside.
Alternatively book in for a cut; introduce a client who also books in for a service and take home some salon professional
haircare.
So book in now and enjoy a wonderful pamper and great coffee in the peaceful surrounds of portobello.
Open Monday- Friday with two late nights. Stockists of Delorenzo and Angel Haircare.
A LOCAL KEEPING IT LOCAL THANKS TO YOU

Composting Made Easy Workshop
Still struggling with making
good well broken down compost
that doesn't smell bad? Want to
make compost with no or way
less
weed
seed
in
it?
Such a great skill to have and so
rewarding when your plants
grow strong and healthily!
Michelle Ritchie, compost maker
extraordinaire, will be running a
composting
workshop
in
Portobello on the 6th of June.
See

below

for

details.

Composting Made Easy Workshop - Saturday 6 June 1-5pm – Portobello - Cost $10
A hands-on workshop covering regular hot and cold composting, bokashi and worm farms led
by Michelle Ritchie of Organic by Design.
Register by contacting Michelle Ritchie ph - 029 771 0212 email michelle@organicbydesign..kiwi.nz

MAURI

HAUORA

studies

and

MAORI

LANGUAGE

classes.

MAURI HAUORA - is the ancient Māori philosophy cloaked in the two metaphysical
& esoteric languages of pakiwaitara and purākau. The spiral of life is depicted by the
koru symbol and contains understandings of how we can use our human energy for
the betterment of this beautiful planet we call Earth Mother. There are so many wonderful
features about this ancient wisdom teaching that gives us the tools wherewith we can adjust
our energy use to give us the kind of life style that fulfils us and automatically inspires others.
The fee is $50.00 per two hour class held once a week. Depending on the make-up of the
group, the program material can be covered in 10-12 weeks. As soon as you register you will
be emailed a Study Booklet which you bring with you to every class. Our next intake begins on
Tuesday evening from 7pm, June 16.
MAORI LANGUAGE –This is in response to people who mentioned that they would like to
learn our second official language. I guarantee you will be talking from day one. My method is
simple – you work in different pairs. You listen, respond and then repeat – again, again and
again. I want you to absorb it like you did when you learnt to talk as a child – by depending on
your ears. I have made up a list of words commonly used in daily life and all the phrases
revolve around them. Anchoring techniques include singing, poetry, chanting, rhythmic
movement and drama. The fee is $25.00 per two hour class held progressively once a week
for 20 weeks beginning Monday 7pm June 15.
Phone 4780220 or 021 1875 057 or email espi10@gmail.com – to register for either class.
Classes (unless otherwise notified) are held at our home 774 Harington Point Rd.
Nga mihi (kindest regards)
Olly Ohlson.

ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE from Olly’s pen.
It’s May 25 as I write this wee missive. There’s snow all around us and we’re right by the
sea! When I went outside it was naturally freezing and I saw the snow icicles on the eaves above
the back door begin to melt as the sun actually began to shine. And that got me wondering if
there were any myths surrounding snow Gods or mystical beings because that’s the sort of stuff
that interests me. But I honestly couldn’t come up with one. On my Scandinavian side I know of a
female Goddess named Kari who was the God of the winds. She had a son named Jokul Frosti
which literally means frosty icicle and it is thought that the character Jack Frost originated from
there. But what about a snow Being? Was there one? The only material I found was with the
Himalayan people known as the Lepcha who worshipped a glacier being – their God of the hunt.
He was depicted as a huge apelike being of great strength. It was this creature that became
known to the rest of the world as the Abominable Snowman.
The boardwalk and the road along our part of Harington Point Road will soon be
completed – yay! We’ll be able to restart our plastering and home alterations inside.
On Saturday our sister-in-law and builder husband arrived towing a large trailer load of dry
wood – off cuts from a house he was working on. The load just managed to fit into our wee
wood shed and lo and behold, I’d just thrown in the last piece of wood and it began raining. They
departed back to Timaru yesterday afternoon and last night of course was filled with lightning
flashes and booming thunder like I’ve never heard before. And miraculously we woke up to a
white snow laden, freezing, picturesque landscape. The snow had obviously knocked the power
lines out because we had no power for quite a while. Thank God for log burners aye. It was so
easy to start the fire this morning, have a warm breakfast and heat up the house.
Wood is good! Talk about divine timing! I hope you are all yummy and warm
Paradise is ….good fire wood food and love!
Nga mihi (kindest regards) Olly Ohlson

STOP News
Save The Otago Peninsula (STOP) is gearing up for a busy winter of planting. The newly fenced areas at Smiths
Creek on the Harbour Cone Block and also up at Peggys Hill should see over a thousand trees planted. A local
DOC Reserve and its surrounding area will have several hundred coprosmas and kanuka added this winter.
A small group, who have done such a great job maintaining the Portobello Creek behind the Pub, is now working
on enhancing the Broad Bay Creek behind the Community Garden and the Co-op.
With the loss of John Langley to Lake Hawea, Alf Webb is now the person in charge of the track and plant
maintenance at the Slip Site. John managed to achieve a lot by working for half an hour morning and evening
while giving their dog exercise, and this was recognised by a commendation in the Keep Dunedin Beautiful
Awards. This is a great dog walking area with a round track up the hill and down again. Of course you don’t
have to have a dog to take advantage of the track and admire the views or just sit on the memorial seat.
Moira Parker is working on controlling Darwin’s barberry on the hills. Please make sure you also remove it from
your garden before the birds spread the seed. Banana passionfruit is obvious at the moment, and you can help it
from spreading into native bush by removing the young seedlings as soon as they appear.
STOP always welcomes more assistance. Working bees every Tuesday and Thursday mornings at local sites and
occasionally at the weekend for a couple of hours. STOP meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month in
the Etheridge Rooms at the back of the Broad Bay Community Centre at 7.30pm. All welcome.
Contact people: Lala Frazer lala.frazer@gmail.com , Ph: 478 0339 Mobile: 022 437 0799, or Moira Parker
moiraparker@clear.net.nz Ph: 478 0214

Broad Bay Co-op
The Co-op is currently seeking more members. We buy at the Farmers Market and Veggie
Boys each Saturday to offer a full range of fruit and vegetables, without you having to use your
car to make another trip to town. While Saturday will provide the greatest choice, always
available are the basics of a range of apples (currently $1.92kg), onions, potatoes, free range
eggs, garlic, ginger and lemons. You can shop at any time that suits you and buy as much or
as little as you need. If wished, you can order specific items from the buyer.
Situated at 3 Clearwater St, Broad Bay, it is less distance than going into town and also handy
for calling in on your way home from work
Membership is $20 quarterly, and you are expected to take on a job (cleaning, treasurer,
market buyer, gardener or co-ordinator) for at least 4 weeks of the year.
Contact People: Fran Bolgar
bolgill@clear.net.nz Ph 478
lala.frazer@gmail.com , Ph: 478 0339 Mobile: 022 437 0799.

0049

or

Lala

Frazer

Quick visual guide with valuable

Tips to HELP PREVENT BACK PAIN

Sit with healthy posture………………

Lift correctly

Exercise…………………………

Walk more……………….

Sleep soundly on firm mattress

Brought to you by:

A+ PHYSIO
Free to call:

For the freedom to move

0508 PHYSIO (0508 749 746)
www.aplusphysio.co.nz

Clare Kenneally – with her over 20 years’ experience and caring nature will help you feel
better. You can see her in Macandrew Bay or in Waverley.
You are also welcome to book your appointment at our full time clinics on Filleul Street or at
Moana Pool.

Chairman’s Chat – Portobello Community Incorporated
Well we’ve felt the full force of winter at the tail end
of autumn and I as I write this my nerves are still
shaking from the 4.7 earthquake that gave all
residents quite a start. Weather conditions and other
natural events are always a good time to stocktake
our preparedness around the home for those times
when we may be cut off from normal services.
Making sure you have the gas bottle full, plenty of
firewood, a water supply and know your neighbours
is important in such an eventuality.
Portobello Community Inc. have been working on a
few interesting projects lately including the
Recent frost to sea level – Hooper’s
development of t shirts as a fundraiser for future
Inlet
projects around the community. Many thanks to
Sarah Cunningham for her fantastic design work and we look forward to being able to “reveal” the designs at the
Cadbury Market Day on July 12th.
Two other projects that the group have been looking at have
been the creation of planter boxes in the main street to add
some summer colour and the planting of the road reserve
area on the corner of Beaconsfield & Portobello Road. After
discussions with the Council they have agreed to allow the
group to plant area out as a way of improving the
entranceway to the village. There is still some work to do
preparing the site and planting but it should make a positive
change to the area.
Our website and Facebook page continue to go from
strength to strength. In the 2.5 years the website has been
going we have received over 50,000 visitors from all across the globe. If you have story, cause, or organisation
that you’d like to promote on the web please let me know. It’s free and its outreach is massive.
Take care, keep warm and see you at the market day!
Paul Pope
Chairman & Website Editor
Portobello Community Incorporated
www.portobello.org.nz
Facebook
4780630 or 0274668446

The Soldier Sentinel – Highcliff Road
The recent unveiling of the refurbished Soldiers Memorial in Highcliff Rd was
a positive and timely project for the area. The refurbishment of the memorial
was undertaken as a Rotary project that this organisation does so well. The
dramatic setting of the Soldiers Memorial is a very tangible link between the
Peninsula landscape and its people and a moving place to reflect on those
terrible times 100 years ago.
The monument site has commanding 360 degree panoramic views of the city,
and is well worth the short walk to take in the views. This is a must do visit for
all of those residents who have never been to the site, or for those of us who
want to show off the Peninsula and the city.
Paul Pope – Portobello

Otago Peninsula Community Board Update
Accelerated Programme Portobello/Harington Pt Road Safety Improvement Project
This project is almost ‘over the line’ thanks to all of you who took the time to make a
submission to DCC’s Long Term Plan recently. There were 570 submissions received
regarding the project, with almost all of submitters in support of the three year completion
period. With that clear message from the community, Council has signed off the project and
all that is left is sign off from the New Zealand Transport Agency. Once confirmed we will also
be able to review the design detail ahead of the last phase of construction.
We expect the final announcement for the project to be made on 30th June by NZTA and if it is
the good news we anticipate, it will be a real cause for celebration - for Peninsula residents,
the Community Board - past and present, and DCC staff who have worked so hard behind the
scenes on this safety project. We’ll keep you posted…….
In the meantime, we all need to take care in the narrow sections of road we still have to
navigate. If you’re walking, running, or cycling, especially on dusk, please remember to wear
high visibility clothing so you can be seen and particularly in those narrow stretches.
Turnbulls Bay Project
Clearly there have been delays as construction has proceeded but it has been amazing to see
the wall take shape. It won’t come as a surprise that we can expect a later completion date by
several months due to the challenges this project has produced– a new completion date is yet
to be confirmed.
It’s still important to leave extra time if you are travelling through Turnbulls Bay on your way
to town and please be patient - the traffic lights will continue to control the site for several
months to come. For all the disruption, the final result will be worth waiting for.
Grants
At our last meeting, the Board made the following grants:
Hoopers Inlet Hall - Roof Painting $1500
Quarantine Island - rebuilding floor in historic ‘married quarters’ $2000
Coastguard – replacement of stolen equipment $560
Local groups are invited to apply for a grant from the Community Board’s project fund please refer to the DCC website for details
Keep warm and safe this winter and keep an eye out for news about the roading project, on
30th June or thereabouts!
Kind regards
Chris Garey
Chairperson
OPCB
chrisg.opcb@clear.net.nz

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA - Warm greetings to everyone
Art for All
Our classes will each have the opportunity to
experience an art session with Kerry Mackay this term.
It was lovely to welcome Kerry back to our school. Ms
Mackay taught our Junior Whanau class at an earlier
time. Room 4 students had a lovely morning enjoying
Kerry’s artistic skills and interests.
Sport
We
continue
to have a fabulous sporting year. All classes have had
small sticks hockey sessions and are enjoying soccer skill
training each Tuesday. Many of our students are
involved with school netball teams or hockey. These
teams are off to a wonderful start for the season. A
number of our students are also involved with sport clubs
outside our school and enjoying great successes. We
have many potential sports stars in the making!

- OUR SCHOOL VALUES: Kindness Respect Honesty Responsibility

(KR – HR)

Portobello-Broad Bay Playcentre Playgroup Needs New Members...Now
For 53 years our community has had an amazing facility – our local Playcentre.
We enjoy stunning views, fantastic resources and equipment, amazing whanau as our children's first
educators, and heaps of room to run around. The benefits for both parents/whanau and children cannot be
overestimated.
We have recently downsized to a Playcentre Playgroup due to a falling roll. We're confident we can rebuild
but we need to start right away. Otherwise we will be shut down completely by our umbrella organisation
(like Karitane and Seacliffe and many others).
You may think Playcentre is a lot of work...but as a Playgroup
it really isn't. All you need to do is come along, play and learn
with the kids and help clear away the toys at the end of
session... that's it!
There is nothing else like it in our area – it's the only place that
provides for under two's and where parents themselves guide
their children's play, learning and socialization.
If you've ever thought about coming to our Playcentre
Playgroup, now is the time.
If we don't use I . . . we will lose it . . . forever.
Sessions are Monday and Wednesday 9-12
(if there's enough interest we can look at opening on Fridays as well)
Please email portobello.broadbay.playgroup@gmail.com
or call Racheal on 478 1265 or 027 687 0243 (during session or leave a message)

PILOTS BEACH RESERVE RESTORATION
I have the privilege of managing the restoration of the reserve at Pilots Beach, on Dunedin’s Otago Peninsula.
The reserve is managed by the Pukekura Trust. A joint venture between the Korako Karetai Trust and the Otago
Peninsula Trust.
The Air New Zealand Environment Trust is closely involved in this project to help the Little Blue Penguins by
improving their environment. The Pukekura Trust is responsible for raising the funding and managing the
restoration of Pilots Beach. We have planted in excess of 10,000 native plants in the reserve over the last few
years.
We have had an exceptional survival rate of our native plants, we estimate a 80% survival rate that I attribute to
the reduced amount of browsing from introduced species. The browser species we are most concerned about
are rabbits and possum. We work very hard to keep the rabbit numbers as low as possible and recently had a
period of 7 months with no fresh rabbit sign in the reserve.
However, we cannot take the credit for the reduction in browsing activity from possum. Until a few years ago we
would see at least one road kill possum in the area a week. We now shoot one possum every 2 to 3 months, and
are reasonable certain these are the only possum, now at this end of the Peninsula. This significant change in
possum density can only be attributed to the work of the Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group. To recognise the
contribution the work to eradicate the possum has had on plant survival at Pilots Beach, the Pukekura Trust has
donated $300 to the Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group. This donation will help with the ongoing management
and monitoring of introduced pest species on the Otago Peninsula.
Pest eradication is a big part of the work needed to protect native bird species across the Peninsula. If you have
noticed healthier vegetation and more birds around your part of the Peninsula, have a think about making a
donation to the Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group. Go to the web site www.pestfreepeninsula.org.nz , find the
button that says “DONATE” on the home page and the rest is simple!
The strategic importance to the restoration of Pilots Beach is supported and recognised by the Air New
Zealand Environment Trusts involvement in the protection of the worlds’ smallest penguin. We also see the
indirect benefits from the work of the Otago Peninsula Biodiversity Group in the same light.
You can view the work that has been undertaken by the Pukekura Trust at Pilots Beach and see the Little
Blue Penguin every day of the year. Visit the Blue Penguins Pukekura website bluepenguins.co.nz for more
information.
Hoani Langsbury, Manager of Operations, Taiaroa Head

___________________________________________________________________________________-

Possums and Lizards
Community trapping in the harbour-side suburbs from Portobello through to The
Cove is well underway. From 4 public meetings and 1100 fliers, we have had a terrific response from
residents interested in us checking their properties for possums, and then catching them. Bruce Kyle is
keeping up with the demand, with about 100 traps out so far and 60 possums less to think about.
Please keep the possum observations (alive or dead) rolling in to Brenda Cameron at the
Portobello Deli or on brenda.wayne@xtra.co.nz
The records are very useful in assisting with
design of our control programme.
Around Harington Pt, Harwood, and Cape Saunders, we are waiting for some new self-setting kill
traps and bait stations that open only under the weight of possums. These will be located and moved around
where your records have told us possums still remain. The devices will be regularly monitored but provide
the luxury of needing fewer checks than current gear we have in our tool-box. They will tick away in the
background as we push on for town this year, clearing possums as we go.
Carey Knox from EcoGecko Consultants has helped us get monitoring lines in place for grounddwelling lizards. This group of animals is often overlooked but they are just as important and interesting as
our native birds.
Many people plant their gardens for tui and bellbird, but have you thought about also creating a lizardpatch? They don’t need to be big (5m x 5m is a good start) but are designed to offer skinks and geckos good
protection from cat hunting, as well as a tasty lizard menu. Carey can be contacted via
carey.ecogecko@gmail.com or the EcoGecko website for consultation on lizard garden design. Get in touch
with him if you’d like to participate in supporting our local lizard fauna.

Ōtākou Marae News
Kia ora koutou!
Ōtākou Rūnanga recently hosted the Museum Aotearoa Conference 2015 in brilliant sunshine! A
powhiri/welcome was given to our manuhiri/visitors, led by Tahu Potiki and concluded with kai a te ata
(morning tea). Later when MP Maggie Barry arrived Edward Ellison extended a mihi to which she gave
an engaging speech to the conference. The conference was an overwhelming success with interesting
korero by their distinguished speakers, fine food and a great bunch of people.
Māori Wardens Ōtākou - earlier this month Ōtākou formally established a branch of voluntary Maori
Wardens known as the Ōtākou Rūnanga Māori Wardens. For those born in the eighties and beyond
you may not be familiar with the sight of a Māori Warden walking the streets and events in our city with
their incredibly shining shoes and ability to call your Mum and let her know you were smoking at the
Queens Gardens bus stop! (I’m not bitter at all…)
Statistics of youth crime in our city is disgusting. Many factors including alcohol can turn a shiny future
in a heartbeat. Interception by a Maori Warden can make a difference between a drunken teenager and
a set of handcuffs. When the Police asked for Rūnanga assistance we were happy to respond. The
concept saying for the Wardens is Aroha ki te tangata – For the love of the people. The role of the
wardens ranges from health and safety through to education, youth assistance and whanau support.
Their mahi (work) is recognised and valued and considered as relevant today as it was 50 years ago
when the movement began.
The training that is given to the wardens ranges from Child Advocacy to Police Induction training. For
our young wardens it sets them up well to launch into other careers and is a real draw card on anyone’s
c.v. We currently have seven wardens well through the training with four still waiting for training
opportunities that suit their busy lives.
Soon you will see our wardens out and about – be sure to introduce yourself as someone from the
Peninsula – especially if you have a young one that spends time in our city after dark. For further
information contact Michelle Taiaroa-McDonald michelle@a3k.co.nz or 027 2815679
The Road Widening Project - from Harington Point to Ohinetu is 4 to 5 weeks off completion and
recently some residents got together to celebrate our first footpath ever through the Kaik, specially on
the straight at Te Rauone! Thank you to everyone who came along and shared some kai and a
neighbourly catch up, especailly Fulton Hogan crew for the saugage sizzile that we all enjoyed!

