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Portobello Blues Festival 2015 Thanks
The Portobello Blues Festival Steering committee and Organisers wish
to warmly thank all the members of the community who supported
and pitched in to make this first event so successful.
Despite adverse weather conditions, about 1500 or so festival
goers enjoyed the rich entertainment over the course of the weekend, coming from as far as
Rangiora, Queenstown and Invercargill.
Special thanks go to: Iain Sweetman for providing all the lighting and sound gear as well as a lot
of his time and patience, Jan McLean for being ‘mum’ and for connecting us with the right
people, for Tony and Sarah for their huge support and involvement from the start,
Racheal Bergersen who chiefly took on the Operational side of the Festival and put in countless
hours, to Olly Ohlson for fronting the festival as ambassador, to Pauline and Peter at the 1908
Café and Penguin Café respectively for opening up their venues, to Bevan Potter and Shem
Sutherland for a helping hand with the signage, to our wonderful volunteers:
Elsa, Jenny, Geoff, Guyon, Helen, Jenny, Karen, Karley, Kate, Mac, Marion, Mark, Moana, Petra,
Rachel, Rhonda, Tony and on-the-day helpers who will recognise who they are
Thank you for our corporate and not-for-profit supporters, without whom the Festival would not
have been possible: Prosser Communication Consulting, Dunedin City Council, Portobello Hotel &
Bistro, Live Sound Engineering, Traffic Management & Control Ltd, First Response, Natures
Wonder, Hirepool, Otago Access Radio, John Clearwater Contracting, East Coast Charters, Pacific
Fusion Ltd., Portobello Tourist Park, Hereweka Boutique Eco Accommodation, Sam’s Peninsula
Off Road Tours, and the Yellow Eye Penguin Trust.
Photos are now up on the website www.portobellobluesfestival.co.nz and were taken by local
budding photographer, Hartley Bulger Patrick who deserves a special mention. High resolution
photos are available on request.
Thank you all for being part of the incredible experience!
Isabelle Prosser
Festival Director

Hooper’s Inlet Hall

Don’t forget to think about
considering using the Hooper’s
Inlet
Hall for
your
family
gathering or children’s party.
For booking information call
Jackie 4780 508

The library is open from 11am – 1pm in the Portobello Coronation Hall. Dot the friendly
Librarian will welcome you. Subs are $5 a family a year – books 20cents to take out. Dot
often buys books from the top 100 list or if you are a member you can request a book and
Dot will see if she can purchase it for the Library.

Household Tip for those pesky possums
Autumn is a time for mating in possums, leading to a lot of movement as
males seek out females. It is also the time for maturity in fruit and nut
trees, a sought after and targeted food source for any possum. So, set your
traps under or near these trees, until the produce has fallen. The next
seasonal resource to focus on for trapping is winter shelter, especially old
macrocarpa trees, gorse, and sheds/garages.

The

Museum Committee have had a few working bees lately to get the lean to finished and the
concrete has now been laid around the building to finish it off. Thanks to all those who
helped along the way. There are a few more jobs to be done to help protect some of the
outside exhibits from the weather.
The forge building is available for rent. If you are interested then give Warren Morris (Our
President) a ring on 4780-255.
Toitu are interested in using some of our exhibits for a display about harbour communities
which is coming up later in the year.
From time to time people email the Museum for family information and recently an email
from Reg in Canada in relation to Thomas Kelly who was a Pilot based at Pilots Beach at the
Heads from 1860 till he died aged 53 years in 1886 and is buried in the Port Chalmers
cemetery. Thomas Kelly was remembered as one of the stalwarts of our Piloting history.
Thomas came from the Isle of Man. He and his wife Jessie had 13 children – all born at Pilots
Beach.
Any communication to the harbour Master had to be physically rowed the six miles from
Pilots Beach to Port Chalmers.
Once a Pilot had berthed the ship at Port Chalmers they were obliged to find their own
transportation home by means of any passing vessel or the utilisation of towage tugs. It was
not uncommon for them to be stranded for 2 or three days in Port Chalmers and submitted to
the rigouts of sub-standard accommodation such as cow sheds. Consequently it could be
frustrating to round up a suitable crew to row the Pilot out to the ships. Pilots and crews were
stationed in Port Chalmers and Pilots Beach.
With the gold rush in Central Otago shipping increased from 69 vessels a year to 256 in 1861.
In 1862 Pilot Gunn and 5 Maori crew members
were drowned when their boat was swamped
whilst attempting to go alongside the barque
“Mary and Edith” as she approached the
Heads.

If you would like to be involved or help in any way with the Museum then contact Warren –
he would appreciate hearing from you.

Portobello Bowling Club Inc
Situated cnr Hereweka & Sherwood Streets. New Members always welcome
Bar & Kitchen facilities for all types of Functions - Full size Billiard Table
Contact Secretary Brian Cameron 4780 816 for further information
Social Evenings held Tuesday’s 4pm – 7.30 pm - Social Membership $20.00pa
Due to the “sign of the times” our Club is struggling to fulfil its Interclub commitments – We
are looking for new Members who would be willing to play competitive bowls.
Interclub programmes are played on Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday afternoons – we
welcome some new Members this year
We are well into the second half of our Season and the weather has been very kind to us – we
have only lost one or two games of Bowls this Season so far
Our December Turkey Tournament & January Monthly Tournament were very well supported
and the weather was as it should be for this time of year – very hot
Hi Jacks Competition is also into the second half with only about four rounds to go – also very
successful this Season
Club Championships (Ties) are into the final stages of the Competition – good to see they are
going to be completed long before the end of the Season – a first for a long time
If you are interested in becoming involved with our Club, socially or as a Bowler, please feel
free to give us call.

Hire a wood chipper
Save a trip to town and hire a wood chipper in Portobello.
Small enough to fit down a path, big enough to cope with wood up to 90mm
diameter.
13hp motor makes for easy work.

Will deliver and pick up.

Call Jack Barton on 478 1081

The other day a local couple announced how lovely the café was,
“It’s like being in our sitting room where friends just pop by”. But its
not only a place to relax with friends we have people bringing their
work or conducting meetings and it appears there is a name for it, a
“coffice” a coffee-shop office. It’s all the rage in Britain where
workers are reported to spend 130 million hours a week toiling from
cafes. Already two-fifths of British workers spend more than four hours a week working flexibly from
cafes, with more than a quarter wanting to work from a cafe if they could. Cheaper than renting an
office and you save on petrol too. If gardening is your relaxation remember we have loads of coffee
grounds for your compost or to spread around your late lettuces to deter the slugs. Some of it is
already bagged up so pop round the back and help yourself. Congratulations to two of our staff,
Ruth who tied the knot with her partner Felix and Holly who produced another little boy. Our best
wishes to you both. From all of us, Peter, Ceinwen, Ena, Lyn, Moana, Paula and Ruth, we all look
forward to seeing you at Penguin Café.

Otakou Golf Club
Po Box 1232
Dunedin
Email: otakougolf@paradise.net.nz
The end of February saw another very successful Portobello School Tournament completed.
An almost full field (close to 70) enjoyed a great day, ending with a memorable meal,
auctions, raffles etc. One clever innovation was several local tradesmen offering their
services free for a day, to the highest bidder. They were all given various titles, two examples
being……”Nga Puhi Builder” aka Joe Dargaville and the “Swiss Painter” Of course was Urs
Morand.
We are currently in the middle of our Club Champs, where friendships are put aside for four
hours and ones “game face” is put on and hopefully for someone a victory at the end.
After our great summer the course is getting back to its normal colour and some strategic
placement of extra sprinklers by Martin Rutherford has helped enormously in this regard.
Naturally new members are all ways welcome, so come and enjoy a cold ale in a warm club
house and enjoy some convivial atmosphere with an almost brand new Gavin Bourke as mine
host.
Peter Asher - Club Member

Lunch – Wednesday – Sunday 12 noon – 2pm
Dinner - Monday – Sunday from 5pm
Thank you for your on-going support and we look
forward to seeing you again soon.
Cafe 1908 has capacity for 55 people and specialises
in those special occasions.
Call Pauline now on 4780 801
or email

cafe1908@xtra.co.nz

For a comprehensive range of groceries

Milk Bread Meats
Eggs Frozen Foods Novelty Ice Cream Drinks
Confectionery
Pies
Organic Products
Fruit & Vegetables

For your convenience we also stock a superb range of wines and beers
Open 7 days.

1 Harington Point Road

Eftpos,

Visa,

Mastercard

Phone 4780 555

pbo.deli@xtra.co.nz

Knox Podiatry – Portobello Clinic
www.knoxpodiatry.co.nz 03 478 1030
Rebecca Finchett
ANSWER PHONE: 03 478 1030
MOBILE: 022 301 6199
WEB: www.knoxpodiatry.co.nz
EMAIL: info@knoxpodiatry.co.nz

Knox Podiatry @ Portobello Coronation Hall
Welcome to the Podiatry Clinic offering a full range of treatments. People
come to see me for lots of different reasons, nails can become difficult or
painful to manage, I also offer nail surgery for ingrown nails. Hard Skin and
corns can be removed painlessly. All new patients receive screening and
advice about improving and maintaining their foot health.
I see parents with concerns about their children’s feet and legs. Kids can
experience growing pains and issues during exercise. I can offer advice and
treatment to get them going again.
I can assess foot and leg pain in all ages and offer appropriate treatments.
I work closely with Jim and Deb Webb who share the clinic here in Portobello
and they have another clinic in Dunedin.
As the nights are drawing in I have added Saturday clinics to my diary and can
now offer one Saturday clinic per month.
Please feel free to give me a call if you have any questions or would like an
appointment on 03 478 1030 or 022 3016199.
I also have clinics in Dunedin, Mosgiel, Milton and Balclutha.

The Portobello Indoor Recreation Club will be open on Sunday 29th March at the Coronation
Hall starting 7.00pm for Badminton games.
This is a good chance for friends and family to give badminton a go.
We do ask players be from High School age.
We have a nightly fee to cover Hall hire and equipment.
Adults: $2.00 per night
High School/ University students: $1.00
After three nights playing you can join the club following an annual subscription.
If you have any questions, please contact Geoff Sheridan on 03 4780 688

Ric’s Galley Takeaways
Award winning takeaways available 5 evenings per week from 5pm
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

Fresh Fish available most Friday evenings
We have eftpos facilities and welcome you to use this service.
Phone 4780 105 to order your takeaways.
Vegetarian Baskets and Seafood Baskets available
We also do baked fish of your choice for those who prefer no batter.
Latham Bay Burgers available every evening.
Vegetarian Burgers now available

Keep Dunedin Beautiful is looking to award hospitality businesses that go the extra mile to
reduce their waste and keep rubbish off footpaths. If you are such a business or know of one
please contact the coordinator on keepdunedinbeautiful@dunedin.co.nz for the nomination
form. Entries must be in by April 24.
Darlene Thomson
Keep Dunedin Beautiful Coordinator,
(Voted KNZB Beautiful Towns and Cities Award 2014)
And Thieves Alley – Market Day Coordinator
Dunedin City Council

Portobello Gallery
The gallery has had a successful summer, finishing up
with the Bayfield High School Painting and Photography
exhibition.
The gallery will now not open at weekends for the
Winter period, however there will be concerts and oneoff exhibitions, and we look forward to seeing you in the
Spring.
Virginia

Community Pool Use
We have heard of some key-holders making at
least 60 visits to the pool this season. At $80 for
the season that equates to around $1.30 per
swim session which is extremely good value for
money.

Hi my name is Wayne and I’ve lived on the
Peninsula for over a decade now and have
created a company called Peninsula Garden
Services. We basically offer to mow your
lawn, trim the hedge, prune or cut down
smaller trees, as well as weeding and
general garden maintenance. I also do
rubbish removal, guttering (all those dead
leaves) composting, Water blasting drives,
house exterior or decks, weed spraying
(both organic and non). green waste
removal, pruning trees and roses. I will offer
a competitive rate and will provide a
personal, professional and prompt service.
You can pay in any way you prefer and will be pre-quoted for each job, or a good
hourly rate. A beautiful garden does wonders for your spirit and for the value of
your property (particularly if selling). Autumn is a great time for doing a garden
makeover. The soil is still warm after the summer sun but also moist from the
morning dew and more regular rain. The lingering sun and mild temperatures
provide perfect growing conditions for encouraging roots to get established
before the cooler months creep in.

Portobello Volunteer Fire Brigade
Chimney Time
The recent spell of warm weather will soon end. Now is a good time to get your
chimney/flue swept in preparation for the winter months.

Safety Note
Multi Boxes. We have seen some of these being used for the wrong purposes. Please check
your multi box if it is showing signs of discolouring or cracking replace it before winter.

Vacancy
Yes, we still have a vacancy. If you are over the age of 16 and interested in supporting
your community please get in contact with Chief Fire Officer Greg Dickson (0274 356 389
or 4780 755) you are most welcome to attend any of our Wednesday night practices
commencing at 7pm
Greg Dickson
Chief Fire Officer

The Diary of Thomas McAlister Drain 8 /189 14th
Regiment Otago Infantry Battalion N.Z.E.F. Egypt.
Take a small piece of Pig Island
Just a very little bit
Mix it with Australian muscle
And a little Canadian grit
Then of Ghurka one tablespoon full
Mix the lot until complete
Then you call the mixture colonial
And it’s damned hard stuff to beat.

Another Piece of Paradise
Since
moving
to
Portobello in November
2013, I’ve been really
impressed
by
what’s
visible in the night sky
from our part of the
Otago Peninsula.
Once
you
get
away
from
Portobello’s streetlights,
the views to be had from
Hoopers & Papanui Inlets
can be truly astonishing,
particularly
when
the
moon
is
below
the
horizon. I have been lucky to study the stars from some of the darkest places on Earth,
and I have to say that in my opinion the night sky views to be had from the ocean side of
our peninsula are as good as any I have ever seen!
As a keen skywatcher, and photographer, I’d argue that our Peninsula night sky is just as
precious as our unique flora & fauna, and because of this we should protect it for future
generations. I’m hoping that as Dunedin City Council “upgrades” its street lighting over the
next few years they will pay attention not just to saving energy, but also to considering
ways of improving our views of the sky by reducing light pollution from poorly shielded
streetlights.
One of the amazing things about living in Southern Aotearoa is that in addition to an
extraordinary night sky, we also get to see fairly regular displays of the Aurora Australis;
the southern lights. Since arriving in Portobello I have managed to see displays on over 20
nights, or on average just over twice per month. One of the things that surprises me is
how few people know when an aurora is happening; many is the time when, after an
amazing display of the aurora, I’ve gone to work the next day and no-one else has seen it!
So if you haven’t done it recently, on the next clear moonless night can I encourage you to
take a drive out to Hoopers or Papanui Inlets, stop your car, turn off your lights, and look
up. You won’t be disappointed; as the attached picture shows, there are some incredible
views on offer!
Ian Griffin, Ryan Street Portobello

PBO Coronation Hall Society Inc - Monster Fish Raffle
The Hall Society is desperately trying to raise funds for a new kitchen in the Coronation Hall.
Your support will be most appreciated. Get in quick and purchase your tickets.
Raffle will be drawn at The Cadbury Winter Market Day on Sunday July 13th
1st Prize – 6 Kilos of Blue Cod Fillet
2nd Prize – 4 Kilos of Blue Cod Fillet
3rd Prize – 5 Kilos of Sole Fillet
Tickets now on sale at Portobello Deli and Ric’s Galley Takeaways

Portobello Bowling Club Inc:
If you are interested in becoming involved with our Club, socially or as a Bowler, please feel free to
give us call. Situated cnr Hereweka & Sherwood Streets.

New Members always

welcome
Bar & Kitchen facilities for all types of Functions - Full size Billiard Table
Contact Secretary Brian Cameron 4780 816 for further information
Social Evenings held Tuesday’s 4pm - 7.30pm - Social Membership $20.00pa
2014 – 2015 Bowling Season has come to an end, ( it does not seem that long ago it started ), with
our Closing Day happening some time this Month.
Our Saturday Mixed Triples Interclub Teams won this years Competition – well done to them.
Hi Jacks Competition was completed successfully on Sunday29th March – Congratulations to all
winners. Overall Winners Derek Smith & Neville Baker
All of this Seasons Monthly Tournaments were also very successfully completed.
Karitane Bowling Club is visiting our Club on Sunday 11th April – our last game of Bowls this Season
Over the next few months renovations ( grooving – fertilising – spraying and moss control ) will be
undertaken
On Tuesday 26th May our Annual General Meeting will be held in our Clubrooms starting 7pm
We would like as many people as possible to attend. Many thanks to all Members who helped with
the running of our Club throughout the Season – we look forward to seeing you again starting
September 2015

STOP News
Save The Otago Peninsula (more commonly known by our acronym, STOP) has had some very exciting events
lately.
A grant from the Speights Foundation allowed the fencing of two more areas on the Harbour Cone Block to
protect wetlands, provide riparian strips and allow stabilisation of a previous slip. These are on either side of
the already fenced and revegetated area of Smiths Creek. To view what has been done so far, from the end
of Bacon St in Turnbulls Bay walk along the first part of the Bacon St Track but at the dogleg bend cross the
stile and then the footbridge and wander through the plantings. (Alternatively come along to the regular
working bees from 9-11am Tuesday mornings.)
This is also a good place to start walking up to Highcliff Road and Harbour Cone via a marked route. It is
less steep than the Bacon St Track.
We are hoping to plant approximately 1,000 trees this winter, both here and on the Peggys Hill slopes, and
shall need your help to achieve that. If you know of a group that would like to come and assist, contact Lala.
Dunedin Forest and Bird has promised to assist with the purchase of trees; some of you have donated to buy
a tree, and the Broad Bay School is growing on some plants.
It is no use planting and then leaving the seedlings to die as they become overwhelmed by long grass, so
releasing is required for another couple of years. This is a slow job when you have 1,000 trees so we were
thrilled to have two large volunteer groups assist. 36 members of the Mormon (Church of the Latter Day
Saints) Helping Hands Group and then 13 students from the University’s Hayward College each came for a
half day in March to assist with this. Each plant was given a second set of weedmats (jute sacks donated by
Cerebos Greggs) to help keep the grass at bay until the plants can survive independently.
STOP members are encouraging the natural regeneration in areas next to existing bush, by pulling out
broom and gorse seedlings and removing the exotic grass until it becomes shaded by the new seedlings.
This type of regeneration is more natural with ferns, lichens and mosses than planting in the middle of
paddocks. Look down on your right as you start walking along the Bacon St Track to see an example of this.
STOP meets every second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at the rooms behind the Broad Bay Community
Centre. As well as the regular Tuesday and Thursday morning working bees, this year there will also be
Sunday morning working bees on 3 May, 12 July, 9 August, and 13 September. All welcome.
Contact: Lala Frazer <lala.frazer@gmail.com>, Phone: 478 0339, Mobile: 022 437 0799 for further
information.

Altrusa Club of Taieri
Fabric Creative Bazaar!
Is being held in Mosgiel
On May 23rd 2015 from 10am - Hartstong Ave, opposite New
World
Come for a Bargain








Fabric
Knitting wool
Buttons
Zips
Thread
Embroidery Cottons
Anything crafty!

We are accepting donations in March.
Just Call Us!
Claire 489 5175 or 029 396 7000
Liz 489 6086 or 021 221 1733
Rosemary 453 0314 or 027 897 2100
Proceeds of the Bazaar
will be used for assisting with
Literacy projects on the Taieri.

Hi There Everyone
Hope your year is off to a wonderful start.
Harbourside Hair Design would like to
celebrate its Birthday of Eighteen years of
service to the Peninsula.
To celebrate book in for a cut and colour, introduce a client and go into the draw to win a cut and
colour.
If the introduced client comes in for a service you will take home some salon professional haircare
courtesy of us at Harbourside.
Alternatively book in for a cut; introduce a client who also books in for a service and take home some
salon professional haircare.
So book in now and enjoy a wonderful pamper and great coffee in the peaceful surrounds of portobello.
Open Monday- Friday with two late nights. Stockists of Delorenzo and Angel Haircare.
A LOCAL KEEPING IT LOCAL THANKS TO YOU

ANZAC Day - Saturday 25th April - 2015

ANZAC Day this year will be held at the Museum grounds in Portobello at 9.30am on Saturday 25
April. The service will be followed by morning tea in the Old Barn at the Museum. As this is a
community event we would appreciate help with the morning tea (you will still be able to attend
the service) so please get in touch with Portobello Community Inc if you are willing to help. Phone
Christine on 4780 878
If anyone in the community is willing to provide a plate for
morning tea then this is also much appreciated. This can be
dropped off at the Museum before the service.
We would like to encourage local community groups to be
part of the service by laying a wreath on behalf of their
group. Wreaths will be available to decorate. See the crew at
the Portobello Store if you want one. Your group may want
to lay a bunch of flowers instead.
This year is the 100th anniversary of Gallipoli and a tree will
be planted after the service in the grounds of the Portobello
Museum. A Plaque will also be laid.
There will be some seating available for our senior citizens and also a cover to sit under if
necessary. The service will be on whatever the weather of course so please come prepared.
Thank You Portobello Inc and the Otago Peninsula Museum & Historical Society.

Otago Peninsula Community Board Update
The Portobello Road Safety Improvement Project – Accelerated Programme
If there was ever any doubt about the ability of individuals to influence decisions made by local
government, the “power of the people” is set to win through again in a decision affecting
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians travelling on the Peninsula. We are on the threshold of a
decision to accelerate the Portobello Road Safety Improvement Project.
It was through the willingness of individuals to express their views, the advocacy of the
Community Board, the decisions of Council and NZTA and the hard work by Council staff; that
what seemed impossible a year ago, now looks set to become a reality – the delivery of this project
in three years rather than ten and with a saving of nearly $3 million! This project will deliver
significant safety benefits for not only the Portobello community and Peninsula, but the wider city
as well. It also gives us the opportunity to address longstanding safety and road ownership and
maintenance issues in the vicinity of Portobello School.
Soon the detailed design, including
lighting considerations, access to the harbour etc will be the focus but first we have to get the
project “across the line”.
We have come a very long way in a year. The only hoops left for this project to jump through, are
the DCC’s Long Term Plan process and NZTA who make the final decision in July.
What can you do?
Make a submission to Council’s Long Term Plan before 28th April





fill out the Feedback Form online at www.dunedin.govt.nz/ltp or pick up a copy from DCC or phone 4774000
if you want the project finished in three years tick No. 8 Option 1
present your views in person at the hearings if you can
come along to the Community Workshop at Portobello Coronation Hall 7.30pm Tuesday 21 April to express
your views to the Mayor and Councillors.
NB If there is anything else you want to make a submission on, the Long Term Plan is your
opportunity to do so.
At the end of the Community Workshop there will also be time for
individual questions on a one- to-one basis..
Have your say on how you are represented in local government
The representational review team will be at the Farmers market on Saturday 11 th April 9-11am and
Monday 20th April 7pm in the Dunningham Suite at the city library. This is your chance to give your
views on the ward system, number of councillors etc.
The Turnbulls Bay Slip repair and road widening
The project is set for completion in May. There has been a considerable patience and goodwill
from those who live nearby and those who travel through what is an extensive and complex
project, primarily funded by NZTA. At the end of it we will have a widened road there and it will be
safer for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians. Any questions or issues, please contact Gareth Evans,
DCC senior engineer ph 4774000.
Pontoon
After the school holidays, don’t be surprised to see the pontoon lifted out of the water for a
planned maintenance check and touch up painting. It has been great to see the use it has had over
the summer since its welcome return.
Te Rauone
The Board continues to actively support all parties working towards this longstanding project. We
look forward to further progress soon.
Looking forward to seeing you at the Community Workshop on 21st April.
Kind regards
Christine Garey
Chairperson
Otago Peninsula Community Board
chrisg.opcb@clear.net.nz ph 4781133

30 Harington Point Road
Portobello
Dunedin 9014

School Swimming Sports
478 0605

Congratulations to our children on their great performances at our School Swimming Sports last
month. We enjoyed a fabulous day with fun activities, a sausage sizzle lunch office@portobello.school.nz
and some seriously
fast swimming. It is fabulous to have our heated pool. Our children have made tremendous gains
with their swimming skills this term.
Thank you to our community
Thank you to everyone who purchased a key for
your family to use during this pool season. As you
will be aware, a key purchase provides a huge
saving for you in comparison with a trip to Moana
Pool. However key sales also help us to pay for
some of the electricity the pool uses and this is
crucial so we can maintain the heating. You have
supported your family, the school and a wonderful facility that has been available to us all. Thank
you!
Thank you to staff at the store for selling our keys. Your support is very much appreciated.
Our pool is always clean and safe thanks to fabulous pool caretaking by Wayne Cameron. You are
so appreciated!

We’re coming back into Sector 4 for 2015
The OPBG have secured more funding from the Department of
Conservation to allow us to return this year to the Peninsula
operation block known as Sector 4 (from Allans Beach Rd in
Portobello back through to the city suburbs). This includes
Portobello, Broad Bay, Macandrew Bay townships and all of the
clusters of residences along Portobello Rd through to the
farmland boundary adjacent to Vauxhall, Waverley, Shiel Hill,
and Tomahawk.

Towards a pest-free Peninsula

When:
* April – trapping in suburbs will begin and continue throughout the year.
* May/June – poisoning and trapping in farmland and reserves will begin for a 6 week period.
What you can do:
* allow us onto your property to check for possum presence.
* run a trap on your property with our help.
* become one of our urban coordinators to oversee trap use in your local streets.
Look out for:
* possum sign in your garden (calls, poos and fur).
* notices advising of our public meetings and trapping workshops.

New Operations Manager:
Bruce Kyle will be working alongside Cathy over the next few months. Bruce has a wealth
of experience in dealing with animal pests and we are fortunate to have his expertise.
Public Meetings
Portobello
Broad Bay

Wed 22nd April 7.30pm

Coronation Hall

Thurs 23 rd April 7.30pm Broad Bay Community Centre

SEEN A POSSUM?
Contact us at opbg11@gmail.com or
Brenda Cameron at brenda.wayne@xtra.co.nz

MAURI HAUORA STUDIES.
MAURI HAUORA - is a philosophy behind the health and wellness of the
consciousness energy of humans and other life forms. It promotes mindfulness
and total awareness through the art of karakia which roughly translates as
‘objective and focused meditation.’ It is practical, easy to understand and does
not require you to have a back ground in te reo Maori as everything is delivered in English.
The teachings have been put together in its present form by myself gleaned from
knowledge passed on to me by my parents and various elders and combined with over 30
years of national and global research into the meanings of the symbols commonly seen in
many Māori ancestral meeting houses. Mauri Hauora utiises poetry, rythymic chanting,
drama, story telling, carving, decorative art including lattice work and weaving to anchor
information into the minds, hearts and spirits of all particiants through engagement.
The fee is $50.00 per two hour class once a week. Depending on the make-up of the
group, the program material can be covered adequately in 10 weeks. As soon as you
register you will be emailed a Study Booklet which you bring with you to every class. Our
learning culture is one of openly sharing and debating and includes lots of humour and
fun.
Picture above: The pātiki the pulse of life – the heart beat of love.
Phone me at 4780220 or 021 1875 057 or email me at – espi10@gmail.com – for more
information.
Regards, Olly Ohlson.
ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE from Olly’s pen.
Despite the weather, I personally reckon we had a great Portobello Blues Festival – hats off to
Isabelle Prosser, the organizers and the many volunteers notably Racheal Bergesen who was there
from start to finish. When you consider that this was the first time up – its future as an annual
event is being seriously considered and as you all know there’s a lot that goes into running events
like this. Now we are all the wiser for having done our first Blues Festival. 2016 here we come! Visit
the website pics.
The Sunday prior to the Blues Festival I did my thing in Wanaka at the Outspoken Festival of
Words and Storytelling. I had an absolute blast and so did the audience. A group of adult students
studying Te Reo Maori through the Wanaka branch of Te Wānanga O Aotearoa performed an
action song as a mihi to me. The wonderful thing was – they were all non-Māori – even their tutor –
who was a Dutch man! Naturally, I was deeply moved.
Theraze and I are in discussions with the Fulton Hogan operations Manager regarding the
method of putting the poles into the sand for the boardwalk (so tourists can admire the wall)
because our house was shaking and we’re still plastering inside. The problem was they used the
front end loader to pound flat ended poles into the sand. We asked them to stop – which they have
done. We’ve recommended they place the poles into the ground using jet streams of water at high
pressure. This is a non vibration system which was used by Delta to insert a huge concrete
telephone pole into the ground right next to our house on Tamatea Rd without the slightest
shudder.
I include an excerpt from Heritage NZ regarding my inquiry about the significance of the
wall: ‘The Otakou section of wall, across from your home, was built in the 1890s of a local dark breccia, in
which the rocks tended to be trimmed square and brought to course showing some skill. It includes two
examples of the dray ramps built when the road was discontinuous and the low tide beach had to be used to
fill the gaps. Although ends of other dray ramps still exist along Portobello Road, these two on Harington
Point Road will be the only reasonably intact ones left when widening is completed.
He went on to say that no Maori prisoners from Taranaki were involved.
Paradise has a rich past, a loud present and a continuing evolution….?
Take care, Olly Ohlson espi10@gmail.com

